USDA

e
United States Department of Agriculture

Water and Climate Update
September 24, 2026
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) produces this weekly report using data and

products from the National Water and Climate Center and other agencies. The report focuses on
seasonal snowpack, precipitation, temperature, and drought conditions in the U.S.
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U.S. experiences hottest summer on record

Mean Temperature Percentiles
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The National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) released a report summarizing the
U.S. summer drought for 2026, and a contributing factor for the drought severity was the record-
breaking heat in the U.S. According to the report, the average June through August temperatures
were the hottest ever recorded in 132 years of measurement. The summer period was also dry
overall, with precipitation amounts ranking third lowest on record for the contiguous U.S., though
Alaska and Hawaii recorded above average precipitation. Other metrics shaping the severity of the
drought included high evaporation rates, record and near-record low streamflow, and some
instances of record low reservoir levels following the record low snowpack measured throughout
most of the mountains in the western U.S. in 2026.

Related:

Drought in Summer 2026 in 12 Maps and Graphs — NIDIS

Monitoring the U.S. Temperature and Precipitation in August 2026 — NOAA

Notable weather and climate events: August 2026 — NOAA

Seasonal 2026 snowpack peak percentiles — Interactive Map, NRCS Snow Survey and Water
Supply Forecasting Program

The NRCS delivers practical, voluntary, and locally led conservation solutions that help producers conserve natural
resources, strengthen agricultural production, and keep working lands productive for generations to come.



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/sswsf-snow-survey-and-water-supply-forecasting-program/national-water-and
https://www.drought.gov/news/drought-summer-2026-12-maps-and-graphs-2026-09-16
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/national-climate-202608
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/national/202608
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=WTEQP&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=B&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=0&lat=40.928&lon=-99.441&zoom=5.5
https://www.drought.gov/news/drought-summer-2026-12-maps-and-graphs-2026-09-16
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Last 7 Days, NRCS SNOTEL Network
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https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=46.073&lon=-88.745&zoom=4.9
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=46.073&lon=-88.745&zoom=4.9
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=40.418&lon=-98.438&zoom=5.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=40.418&lon=-98.438&zoom=5.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=68.88&lon=-106.39&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=68.88&lon=-106.39&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=68.88&lon=-106.39&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=68.88&lon=-106.39&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=46.073&lon=-88.745&zoom=4.9
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&overlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=68.88&lon=-106.39&zoom=4.0

Water and Climate Update

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks

Source: Regional Climate Centers
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https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png

Water and Climate Update

Month-to-Date, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks
Source: PRISM

Total Precipitation Anomaly: 01 Sep 2026 - 23 Sep 2026 .
Period ending 7 AM EST 23 Sep 2026 Month-to-date national

Base period: 1991 - 2020 total precipitation
(Map graphic created 24 Sep 2026) anomah! map
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Last 3 Months, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks
Source: PRISM

June through Total Precipitation Anomaly: Jun 2026 - Aug 2026
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https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
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Water and Climate Update

Water Year-to-Date, NRCS SNOTEL Network
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https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTAVG&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTAVG&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTAVG&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=63.98&lon=-140.45&zoom=4.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=46.139&lon=-88.556&zoom=4.9
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=69.01&lon=-106.30&zoom=4.0

Water and Climate Update

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks

Source: Regional Climate Centers

7-day temperature

anomaly map for the Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
contiguous U.S. 9/17/2026 - 9/23/2026

See also: 7-day
temperature (° F)

map
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Generated §/24/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Services

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks

Source: Regional Climate Centers

7-day temperature Departure from Normal Temperature (F)

anomaly map for 9/17/2026 - 9/23/2026
Alaska. :

See also:
7-day temperature

(¢ F)map

a4 /909 . . NS Wk Qe
Generated /24 /7076 using provisoral data. ACIS Web Services

9/24/2026 Page 6


https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
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https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDeptWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png

Water and Climate Update

Month-to-Date, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks
Source: PRISM

Month-to-date .
: : Daily Mean Temperature Anomaly: 01 Sep 2026 - 23 Sep 2026
national daily ! )
Period ending 7 AM EST 23 Sep 2026

mean Base period: 1991 - 2020
temgeratu re f &iha i (Map graphic created 24 Sep 2026)
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Last 3 Months, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks
Source: PRISM
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Water and Climate Update

Source: National Drought Mitigation Center

U.S. Drought Portal
Source: NOAA

Map released: September 24, 2026
Data valid: September 22, 2026

David Mecks, NASAGSFLS5A!

More maps and statistics:

Intensity and Impacts

Mone
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01 (Moderate Drought)
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% - Short-term impacts, typically less
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[_| View grayscale version of the map

Pacific Istands and Wirgin Isionds Authon(s):
Lindsay [ohnson, Notonal Drovght Mitipstion Center

The data outoff for Drought Monitor maps is each Tuesday at & a.m.
EDT. The maps. which are based on analysis of the data, are releassd
each Thursday at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

Il O3 (Extreme Drought) B Mo Data
Il O (Exceptional Drought)

L - Long-term impacts, typically 5L - Short- and long-term impact=s
greater than & months (hydrology,
acology)
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.drought.gov/drought/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Water and Climate Update

Current National Drought Summary, September 22, 2026
Source: National Drought Mitigation Center

“The pattern of hot and dry in the south with heavy rainfall to the north of the high-pressure system continued
over this past week. The highest precipitation amounts were from eastern lowa and southeastern Minnesota
to the east through southern Wisconsin, northern lllinois, to Ohio and West Virginia. Localized areas in this
region received 6 to 8 inches of rainfall. Northeastern Kansas and northern Missouri received 3 to 5 inches,
with western Nebraska to southeastern Montana picking up 2 to 3 inches. Monsoonal rain also fell in eastern
Arizona to central New Mexico. Southern Florida also received several inches of rain over the week.
Precipitation was very spotty and generally light, however, in Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas,
southern Missouri, and western Tennessee and Kentucky. Most of the west coast states had little rain.

Most of the south was again 5 to 10F above normal last week, peaking at over 15F above normal in parts of
southern Missouri. Several states are setting records for continued warmth during this late summer to early
fall period. The rest of the continental U.S. had generally near-normal temperatures.”

National Drought Summary — Looking Ahead

“The next five days are forecast to be wet along the northeastern coast from a nor’easter. The northwest is
also predicted to receive needed precipitation. Remnants of a tropical system will provide significant
moisture into the Four Corners states and the western Great Plains with heavy rainfall in the forecast. Parts
of the northern Great Plains are also forecast to receive welcome precipitation. Areas with little rain in the
forecast over the next five days are much of Texas and Louisiana, around the Great Lakes, and California
and Nevada. The south and southwest should continue to have above normal temperatures, with cooler
temperatures in the northeast and the northwest.

The 6- to 10-day outlook (September 29 to October 3) favors above normal temperatures over the southern
half of the continental U.S. as well as the northeast. Hawaii is also likely to have above normal temperatures.
The Great Basin area could have below normal rainfall, while above normal is possible over much of the
central U.S. Both Hawaii and eastern Alaska are also favored to have above normal precipitation during this
period.”
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Water and Climate Update

Changes in Drought Monitor Categories over Time
Source: National Drought Mitigation Center

1 Week

1 Month

September 22, 2026
compared to
September 15, 2026

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - CONUS
1 Week

[ | | (NI | |

onitor.unl.edu

U.S. Drought Moniter Class Change - CONUS
4 Week

September 22, 2026
compared to
August 25, 2026

(1 | (DI ] ] |

droughtmeniter.unl.edu

6 Months

1 Year

‘September 22, 2026
compared to
March 24, 2026

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - CONUS
26 Week

(| | (R ] |

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - CONUS
52 Week

September 22, 2026
compared to
23, 2025

(1 | (DN ] |

onitor.unl.edu

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Changes in drought conditions over the last 12 months for the contiguous U.S.

Highlighted Drought Resources

e Drought Impact Reporter

e Quarterly Regional Climate Impacts and Outlook

o U.S. Drought Portal Indicators and Monitoring

e U.S. Population in Drought, Weekly Comparison

e USDA Disaster and Drought Information
9/24/2026
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20260922/20260922_conus_chng_1W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20260922/20260922_conus_chng_52W.pdf
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8eb94624372e4aaca02951530bf5eeb2
https://www.drought.gov/reports
https://www.drought.gov/current-conditions
https://www.drought.gov/current-conditions
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/CompareTwoWeeks.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/CompareTwoWeeks.aspx
https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster/drought
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20260922/20260922_conus_chng_1W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20260922/20260922_conus_chng_4W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20260922/20260922_conus_chng_26W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20260922/20260922_conus_chng_52W.pdf

Water and Climate Update

USDA Secretarial Drought Designations

Source: USDA Farm Service Agency

2026 Secretarial Drought Designations - All Drought

1:13,000,000

124

USDA

=1

United States Department of Agriculture
Farm Service Agency

Program Delivery/Safety Net Division
June 17, 2026

Secretarial Drought Designations for 2026
Disaster Incidences as of June 17, 2026
[ state Boundary
[ County Boundary
[] Tribal Lands
I Primary Counties: 1,129
] Contiguous Counties: 477

Wildfires: Fire Information for Resource Management System US/Canada

Source: NASA/USDA Forest Service
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Current large wildland fires, as classified by the National Interagency Coordination Center

Highlighted Wildfire Resources

e National Interagency Fire Center

¢ InciWeb Incident Information System

e Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/documents/drought-cy2026
https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/usfs/map/#d:today;l:landsat,noaa20-viirs,viirs,modis_a,modis_t,active-usa,active-ca,fire-perimeter,street;@-95.9,37.9,5.5z
https://www.nifc.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/documents/drought-cy2026
https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/usfs/map/#d:today;l:landsat,noaa20-viirs,viirs,modis_a,modis_t,active-usa,active-ca,fire-perimeter,street;@-95.9,37.9,5.5z

Water and Climate Update

Other Climatic and Water Supply Indicators

Soil Moisture
Source: NOAA National Centers for Environmental Prediction

ENSEMBLE Current SMP

198ep2026

VT e

48N

LY

48N

44N

42M

40M

38N

JEN

34N

32N

30N

ZBN

ZEN

125 120 1150 110W 1050 100 oo

& 10 20 30 70 g0

a0

890

THW

T0%

a5 98

Modeled soil moisture percentiles as of September 19, 2026

Soil Moisture Percent of Saturation
Source: NRCS SNOTEL and Soil Climate Analysis Network (SCAN)
U.S. soil moisture map at 8-inch depth:
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/Monitoring/smp_new.shtml
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/soil-climate-analysis-network
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNTLT&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=100&basinNoDataOpacity=100&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriWsm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=SMS&depth=-8&parameter=PCTSAT&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.088&lon=-83.962&zoom=4.8
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/Monitoring/smp_new.shtml
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNTLT&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=100&basinNoDataOpacity=100&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriWsm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=SMS&depth=-8&parameter=PCTSAT&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.088&lon=-83.962&zoom=4.8

Water and Climate Update

Soil Moisture
Source: NRCS Soil Climate Analysis Network (SCAN)

Chicken Ridge, Utah (SCAN site 2150)

Daily Mean Soil Moisture and Daily Precipitation
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This chart shows the precipitation and soil moisture for the last 30 days at the Chicken Ridge SCAN site
in Utah. Soil sensors two, four, and eight inches beneath land surface recorded pronounced increases in
soil moisture after the site received 1.47 inches of precipitation between September 16-18. Total
precipitation for the 30-day period was 2.78 inches.

Soil Moisture Data Portals

e USCRN Soil Moisture

o National Soil Moisture Network

¢ NOAA Climate Prediction Center Soil Moisture
e NASA Grace
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/soil-climate-analysis-network
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2150
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/us-climate-reference-network-uscrn-soil-temperature-and-soil-moisture
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/nationalsoilmoisturecom
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://nasagrace.unl.edu/
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2150

Water and Climate Update

Current California Reservoir Conditions
Source: California Department of Water Resources

CALIFORNIA MAJOR WATER SUPPLY RESERVOIRS Midnight - Septembes 23, 2026
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https://cdec.water.ca.gov/resapp/RescondMain
https://cdec.water.ca.gov/resapp/RescondMain

Water and Climate Update

Agricultural Weather Highlights
Author: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB

National Outlook, Thursday September 24, 2026: “In Hawaii, the approach of Tropical Storm Nolo—soon
expected to become a hurricane—may cause catastrophic flooding and debris flows on the Big Island, just
over 2 months after Hurricane Lala resulted in major flooding. Nolo should lead to widespread rainfall totals
of 15 to 30 inches on the Big Island and 5 to 10 inches or more on parts of Maui. Meanwhile, a storm system
near the Atlantic Seaboard will induce high winds, heavy surf, and coastal flooding. Additionally, the storm
will be close enough to the northern Atlantic Coast to spark weekend rainfall totals of 2 to 4 inches or more.
Meanwhile, a separate area of unsettled weather will stretch from the Southwest into the upper Midwest, as
tropical moisture originating from over the eastern Pacific Ocean interacts with a frontal boundary. Five-day
rainfall totals should reach 1 to 3 inches from the southern Rockies into the far upper Midwest, including the
western Corn Belt. Elsewhere, mostly dry weather will prevail during the next 5 days across the Deep South
and east of the Mississippi River, except along portions of the Atlantic Coast. Mostly dry weather will also
stretch from California to the northern Rockies. The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for September 29 — October 3
calls for near- or above-normal temperatures nationwide, with the Gulf Coast region and the eastern U.S.
having the greatest likelihood of experiencing unusual warmth. Meanwhile, near- or above-normal
precipitation across most of the U.S. should contrast with drier-than-normal weather in an area stretching
from the Great Basin to the northern Rockies.”

Weather Hazards Outlook: September 26 — 30, 2026
Source: NOAA Weather Prediction Center

U.S. Day 3-7 Hazards Outlook
About the Hazards Outlook

Created September 23, 2026
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https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/TODAYSWX.pdf
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/threats/threats.php
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/threats/threats.php

Water and Climate Update

Seasonal Drought Outlook: September 17 — December 31, 2026

Source: National Weather Service

U' S' Season al D r Oug ht Ou" OOk Valid for September 17 - December 31, 2026
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released September 17, 2026

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4)

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

. Drought removal likely

Author:
Richard Tinker
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Climate Prediction Center Three-month Outlook

Precipitation Temperature
Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2026
Issued: September 17, 2026

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2026
Issued: September 17, 2026

October-November-December 2026 precipitation and temperature outlook summaries
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/fxus05.html
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif

Water and Climate Update

The NRCS National Water and Climate Center publishes this weekly report. We welcome your feedback. If
you have questions or comments, please contact us.
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/sswsf-snow-survey-and-water-supply-forecasting-program/national-water-and
mailto:julie.koeberle@usda.gov?subject=Weekly%20Water%20and%20Climate%20Update
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