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Appendix A Chiques Creek Watershed Plan & Programmatic Environmental Assessment 
Consultation Letters – Tribes July 2025

The following letter, inviting formal consultation, was also mailed to the people listed 
below.  Duplicate letters to these people are saved in the administrative file and not 
included here. 

• John Raymond Johnson, Governor, Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians
• Glenna J. Wallace, Chief, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
• Benjamin Joseph Barnes, Chief, Shawnee Tribe
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Shawnee Tribe
• Brad KillsCrow, Chief, Delaware Tribe of Indians
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Delaware Tribe of Indians
• Deborah Dotson, President, Delaware Nation
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Delaware Nation
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Appendix A Chiques Creek Watershed Plan & Programmatic Environmental Assessment 
Consultation Letters – Agencies July 2025

The following letter, inviting formal consultation on the preferred alternative, was 
also mailed to the people/agencies listed below.  Duplicate letters to these people 
are saved in the administrative file and not included in Appendix A. 

• Thomas Ford, Bureau Director, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, PA
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

• Lee McDonnel, Acting Director, Chesapeake Bay Program Office, USEPA Region 3
• Tessa Nolan, Regional Environmental Officer, FEMA Region III
• Carrie Selsburg Robinson, Director, Office of Habitat Conservation, National Marine

Fisheries Service, NOAA Fisheries
• Russell Redding, Secretary, PA Department of Agriculture
• Dominic Rocco, Director, Bureau of Waterways Engineering and Wetlands, PA

Department of Environmental Protection
• Jeff Hartranft, Chief, Environmental & Geological Services Section, PA Department

of Environmental Protection
• Jill Whitcomb, Director, Chesapeake Bay Office, PA Department of Environmental

Protection
• Bill Brown, Chief, TMDL Section, Division of Water Quality, PA Department of

Environmental Protection
• Jamie Eberl, Chief, MS4 Section, Division of NPDES Permitting, PA Department of

Environmental Protection
• Andrew D. Dehoff, Executive Director, Susquehanna River Basin Commission
• Francis Pera, Commander, US Army Corps of Engineers Baltimore District
• Michael Danko, Chief, Pennsylvania Section, Baltimore District, US Army Corps of

Engineers Baltimore District













Federal Interagency Comment Form 
 
APPLICANT:         ​    ​ USDA- NRCS 
 
APPL. NUMBER:​    ​ N/A 
 
Commenting Agency:  ​ NOAA Fisheries - HESD 
​ ​ ​ ​  
Project Manager:          ​ Denise Coleman 
​ ​ ​ ​ State Conservationist, USDA - NRCS 
​ ​ ​ ​ 359 East PArk Drive, Suite 2 
​ ​ ​ ​ Harrisburg, PA 17111 
 
Waterway/Location:​             Chiques Creek Watershed, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 
 ​ ​ ​ ​  
Activity:​    ​    ​ Restoration activities in the watershed include legacy sediment removal,  

stream buffer plantings, removal of derelict impoundments, and 
stabilization of legacy sediments, including stream bank stabilization.  

 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH) 
Project is proposed upstream of EFH  
 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS N/A 
 
FISH AND WILDLIFE COORDINATION ACT COMMENTS 
Pursuant to the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, we recommend that the following measures be 
incorporated into projects plans to the maximum extent practicable: 
 

(1)​Avoid activities that generate significant turbidity in anadromous fish spawning habitat during the 
spring migratory season (March 15 to June 15). 

   
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 
Threatened or endangered species under the jurisdiction of NMFS may be present in the project area. 
The federal action agency is responsible for determining whether the proposed action may affect listed 
species. If you determine that the proposed action may affect a listed species, you should submit your  
determination of effects, along with justification and a request for concurrence to the attention of the 
Section 7 Coordinator, NMFS, Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, Protected Resources 
Division, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930 or nmfs.gar.esa.section7@noaa.gov.  
 
OTHER 
1.  Note barrier removal prioritization presented on the Chesapeake Fish Passage Prioritization Tool - see: 
https://www.maps.tnc.org/chesfpp/#/explore 
 
 
SIGNATURE:                                                     DATE:  03/18/2025 
 

http://nmfs.gar.esa.section7@noaa.gov
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Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA

From: Jonathan Watson - NOAA Federal <jonathan.watson@noaa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 9:24 AM
To: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA
Subject: Re: [External Email]NMFS-HESD Response: Chiques Creek (Lancaster Co.) Programmatic Land 

Treatment Project

Categories: _Chiques PL-566

Thanks for the response, Heather. Many of the barriers in that watershed will score somewhat lower, 
since they are upstream of three dams (Conowingo, Holtwood, Safe Harbor). We are working closely with 
the hydropower operators to improve passage for native migratory fish upstream of these barriers. We 
appreciate your attention to their potential occurrence downstream of your project(s). Let me know if you 
have any questions. 
 
Best, 
 
Jonathan 
 
On Wed, Mar 19, 2025 at 6:53 AM Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA <heather.smeltz@usda.gov> wrote: 

Jonathan, 

  

Thank you very much for your response.  I was unaware of the Nature Conservancy’s Chesapeake Fish Passage 
Prioritization tool.  This could be helpful in developing ranking criteria for project funding. 

  

I also appreciate the recommendation and explanation of preventing significant amounts of turbidity during key 
anadromous fish spawning time periods.  We will take that under advisement as we move forward with potential 
projects. 

  

Thanks, 

~ Heather 

________________________________________________________________ 

Heather L. Smeltz, PE 
Assistant State Conservationist for Water Resources 
 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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359 East Park Drive, Suite 2, Harrisburg, PA  17111 
p: (717) 237-2214 | c: (717) 678-1048 

  

From: Jonathan Watson - NOAA Federal <jonathan.watson@noaa.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 1:18 PM 
To: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA <heather.smeltz@usda.gov> 
Cc: Karen Greene - NOAA Federal <karen.greene@noaa.gov>; Coleman, Denise - FPAC-NRCS, PA 
<denise.coleman@usda.gov>; Brian D Hopper - NOAA Federal <brian.d.hopper@noaa.gov> 
Subject: [External Email]NMFS-HESD Response: Chiques Creek (Lancaster Co.) Programmatic Land Treatment Project 

  

[External Email]  
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic;  
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments. 
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov  

Hi Heather, 

  

Our headquarters office received your letter (attached), dated February 14, 2025, for the "Proposed 
Programmatic Land Treatment Project to Address Water Quality Concerns from Legacy Sediment in the 
Chiques Creek Watershed of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania."  That letter was forwarded to our 
Greater Atlantic Regional Field Office (GARFO) on March 3, 2025.  

  

Our GARFO Habitat and Ecosystem Services Division is responsible for consultations pursuant to the 
Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) as well as the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (FWCA). The following comments are intended to address our obligations under those 
statutes. Please also note that our GARFO Protected Resources Division is responsible for 
consultations under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. The federal action agency is responsible 
for determining the need to consult under the ESA and their website provides additional guidance 
related to that process. 

  

The project area does not contain designated Essential Fish Habitat, therefore no consultation is 
necessary under the MSA. However, the Susquehanna River has historically supported significant 
populations of migratory fishes, including American shad Alosa sapidissima, alewife A. 
pseudoharengus, and blueback herring A. aestivalis. We are actively working with other agencies 
through the Susquehanna River Anadromous Fish Restoration Cooperative with a goal of maximizing 
access to historical spawning grounds for these anadromous species. Specifically, reaches of the 
mainstem Susquehanna River upstream of the Safe Harbor and York Haven dams is suitable spawning 
habitat for American shad, which are transported to these areas each spring. Currently, anadromous 

 You don't often get email from jonathan.watson@noaa.gov. Learn why this is important   
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fish are stocked at Columbia/Wrightsville, which is immediately downstream from the confluence of 
Chiques Creek and the mainstem Susquehanna River. We anticipate that the majority of the spawning 
activity occurs in the mainstem Susquehanna River, but may extend into the lower reaches of Chiques 
Creek, extending no further upstream than existing impassable barriers (e.g., Newcomer/Hill Dam). For 
that reason, we have recommended that, to the extent practicable, activities that generate significant 
turbidity (e.g., stream bank excavation, barrier removal) not occur during the spring spawning season for 
these species. This measure will help to ensure that the mainstem Susquehanna and confluence with 
Chiques Creek remains suitable spawning habitat during this sensitive life history stage for migratory 
fishes. The majority of spawning activity is concentrated around the end of April to mid- May, but can 
extend several weeks before/after this window. Therefore, our recommendation has been targeted to 
apply to the period extending from March 15 to June 15. This period is targeted to minimize turbidity-
related impacts during the extent of the spawning window for these species.  

  

Finally, please note that several barriers in Chiques Creek have been prioritized for removal in the 
Chesapeake Fish Passage Prioritization Tool and we appreciate efforts to remove high-priority barriers 
(i.e., tiers 1-5) that have benefits beyond what is described in your letter.  

  

We appreciate your attention to our comments as you evaluate the potential impacts of this program. 
Should you have any questions, please contact me (978-675-2180; jonathan.watson@noaa.gov) in our 
Annapolis, MD field office. 

  

Best, 

  

Jonathan 

--  

Jonathan Watson  
Marine Habitat Resource Specialist, GARFO HESD 
NOAA Fisheries | U.S. Department of Commerce 
Office: (978) 675-2180 
www.fisheries.noaa.gov  
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Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA

From: Edenbo, Vallie <vedenbo@pa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 11:30 AM
To: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA
Cc: Ford, Thomas P; Yeich, Lori; Stark, Teddi
Subject: Chiques Creek Watershed Legacy Sediment Project
Attachments: Outlook-Department.png

Categories: _Chiques PL-566

Heather, 
I am wriƟng in response to the leƩer from USDA NRCS which was addressed to Thomas Ford, Bureau Director, on 
February 14, 2025. 
 
There are no Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers designated within the Chiques Creek Watershed, Lancaster County, PA. 
Therefore, a formal review is not required from our Rivers Program. 
 
DCNR's Bureau of RecreaƟon and ConservaƟon Rivers Program supports the Primary ConservaƟon PracƟces outlined in 
Table 1 of your proposal and NRCS efforts to Address Water Quality Concerns from Legacy Sediment in the Chiques Creek 
Watershed. In collaboraƟon with the Bureau of Forestry, we can provide technical and financial assistance with Riparian 
Forest Buffers. 
 
thank you, 
Vallie Edenbo 
 
 
cc: Tom Ford, Bureau Director 
cc: Lori Yeich, Regional Manager 
cc: Teddi Stark, Bureau of Forestry, Community and Watershed Forestry Program 
 
 
 
 
Vallie Edenbo (she/her) | Rivers Program Specialist 
 
Bureau of RecreaƟon and ConservaƟon 
 
Department of ConservaƟon and Natural Resources 
400 Market St, 5th Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-2301 
Phone: 717-783-4736 
 
hƩps://gcc02.safelinks.protecƟon.outlook.com/?url=hƩp%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcnr.pa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cheather.
smeltz%40usda.gov%7C29a98cec4ef0408d007e08dd5b39c552%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7
C638767025866405724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXa
W4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BfYZ95au2bxhAGWJ0H1Td2iEIlVXxTsCu2P1wPuh
Fgk%3D&reserved=0<hƩps://gcc02.safelinks.protecƟon.outlook.com/?url=hƩp%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcnr.pa.gov%2F&data=
05%7C02%7Cheather.smeltz%40usda.gov%7C29a98cec4ef0408d007e08dd5b39c552%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa
0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638767025866425944%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjA
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Appendix A Chiques Creek Watershed Plan & Programmatic Environmental Assessment 
Scoping Invitation Letters July 2025

 
The following letter, inviting attendees to the Scoping Meetings, was also mailed to the 
people listed below.  Duplicate letters to these people are saved in the administrative file 
and not included in Appendix A. 

• Josh Parsons, Commissioner, County of Lancaster 
• Ray D'Agostino, Commissioner, County of Lancaster 
• John Trescot, Commissioner, County of Lancaster 
• Lawerence George, Chief Clerk, County of Lancaster 
• Scott Standish, Planning Commission Executive Director, County of Lancaster 
• Dan Scully, Department of Emergency Services Interim Director, County of 

Lancaster 
• Christopher Thompson, District Manager, Lancaster County Conservation District 
• Matthew Kofroth, Watershed Specialist, Lancaster County Conservation District 
• Daniel Heller, District Board, Lancaster County Conservation District 
• Kandis Boyd, Director, Chesapeake Bay Program Office, Chesapeake Bay Program 

Office, USEPA Region 3 
• Kelly Shenk, Agricultural Lead, Chesapeake Bay Program Office, USEPA Region 3 
• Tessa Nolan, Regional Environmental Officer, FEMA Region III 
• Carrie Selsburg Robinson, Director, Office of Habitat Conservation, National Marine 

Fisheries Service, NOAA Fisheries 
• Deputy Area Director, Northeastern Area Office, USDA Forest Service 
• Kay Briggs, Branch Chief, Northern Appalachian Research Branch, USGS 
• Makeda Okolo, Director, Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs, NOAA 
• Tammy Zimmerman, Chief, New Cumberland Office for Hydrologic Networks and 

Investigations, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, USGS 
• Curtis Schreffler, Associate Director for Research and Scientific Investigations, 

Pennsylvania Water Science Center, USGS 
• Hilary Dozier, Hydrologist, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, USGS 
• Sonja Jahrsdoerfer, Project Leader/Supervisor, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 

Pennsylvania Field Office 
• Dan Meuser, Representative, United States House of Representatives 
• Lloyd Smucker, Representative, United States House of Representatives (PA District 

11) 
• Pat Toomey, Senator, United States Senate 
• Robert P. Casey, Jr., Senator, United States Senate 
• Estee Pinchasin, Commander, US Army Corps of Engineers Baltimore District 
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• Michael Danko, Chief, Pennsylvania Section, Baltimore District, US Army Corps of 
Engineers Baltimore District 

• Heidi Secord, State Executive Director, USDA Farm Service Agency 
• Bob Morgan, State Director, USDA Rural Development 
• Ronda Ney, Assistant, Borough of Marietta 
• Mark Pugliese, Borough Manager, Borough of Mount Joy 
• Cody Rhoads, Borough Manager, Cornwall Borough 
• Jeff Butler, Township Manager, East Donegal Township 
• Cindy Schweitzer, Township Manager/Secretary, East Hempfield Township 
• Loren Miller, Township Administrator, Elizabeth Township 
• Jim Fisher, Borough Manager, Manheim Borough 
• Justin Evans, Manager/Zoning Officer, Mount Joy Township 
• Mark Heister, Township Manager and Secretary, Penn Township 
• Lowell Fry, Board of Supervisors, Rapho Township 
• Jamie Yiengst, Manager, South Lebanon Township 
• John Eberly, Township Manager, South Londonderry Township 
• Russell Gibble, Chairman, Board of Supervisors, West Cornwall Township 
• Andrew Stern, Township Manager, West Hempfield Township 
• Water Resources Advisory Committee, , c/o Mark Matlock, Compacts and 

Commissions Office 
• Rodney Nesmith, Regional Director, DEP South-central Regional Office 
• Aneca Atkinson, Deputy Secretary, Office of Water Programs, PA Department of 

Environmental Protection 
• Patrick McDonnell, Secretary, PA Department of Environmental Protection 
• Steve Davidheiser, Engineering Manager, PADEP, Bureau of Waterways Engineering 

and Wetlands  
• Jeff Hartranft, Chief, Environmental & Geological Services Section, Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection 
• Jill Whitcomb, Director, Chesapeake Bay Office, Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection 
• Bill Brown, Chief, TMDL Section, Division of Water Quality, Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection 
• Jamie Eberl, Chief, MS4 Section, Division of NPDES Permitting, Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection 
• Special Deputy Secretary, Water Resources Planning, PA Department of 

Environmental Protection 
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• Jessie Thomas-Blate, Director, River Restoration, and MER Manager, American 
Rivers, Mid-Atlantic Office 

• Brandon McBride, Executive Director, Appalachian Regional Commission  
• Suzanne Biemiller, Executive Director, Audubon Mid-Atlantic 
• Steve Gergley, President, Chiques Creek Watershed Alliance 
• Pete MacGaffin, Senior Vice President, Duck Unlimited Pennsylvania 
• Dorothy Merritts, Ph.D., Harry W. & Mary B. Huffnagle Professor of Geosciences, 

Franklin & Marshall College 
• Patrick Fleming, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Economics and Public Policy, Franklin 

& Marshall College 
• Robert Walter, Ph. D., Professor of Geosciences, Franklin & Marshall College 
• Allyson Gibson, Lancaster Clean Water Partners 
• Brenda Shambaugh, Executive Director, PA Association of Conservation Districts, 

Inc. 
• Tali MacArthur, PATU Program Director, PA Council of Trout Unlimited 
• Kristen Koch, Program Manager, Penn State Agriculture and Environment Center 
• Andrew D. Dehoff, Executive Director, Susquehanna River Basin Commission 
• Joseph Sweeney, Executive Director, Water Science Institute 
• Stephen Wacker, District Forester, Bureau of Forestry - District 17 
• Thomas Ford, Bureau Director, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, PADCNR 
•  Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, Division of Environmental Services 
• Brenda Rios, Southeast Regional Office Director, Governor’s Southeast Regional 

Office 
• Thomas Yablonski, Secretary of Intergovernmental Affairs, Office of 

Intergovernmental Affairs, Office of the Governor 
• Russell Redding, Secretary, PA Department of Agriculture 
• Mindy Fee, Representative, PA Representative (District 37) 
• Brett Miller, Representative, PA Representative (District 41) 
• David Hickernell, Representative, PA Representative (District 98) 
• Ryan Aument, Senator, PA Senator (District 36) 
• Davis William, Maintenance Manager, PennDOT (District 8-7) 
• Chris Strickler, Supervisor, Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture - Region 6 
• David (Randy) Padfield, Director, Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency 
• Timothy Schaeffer, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
• Bryan Burhans, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Game Commission 
• Pete Sussenbach, Director, Southeast Region, Pennsylvania Game Commission 
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• Andrea Lowery, PHMC Executive Director/State Historic Preservation Officer, 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, State Historic Preservation 
Office 

• Harry Campbell, Director of Science Policy and Advocacy, Pennsylvania Office 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

• Janet Sweeney, Vice President, Pennsylvania Organization for Watersheds and 
Rivers, Inc. 

• Karl Brown, Executive Secretary, Pennsylvania State Conservation Commission 
• Devon Frazier, THPO, Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
• Clint Halftown, Cayuga Nation 
• Katelyn Lucas, THPO, Delaware Nation, Oklahoma 
• Susan Bachor, Historic Preservation Representative, Delaware Tribe of Indians 
• Paul Barton, THPO, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
• William Tarrant, Cultural Director, Seneca-Cayuga Nation 
• Tonya Tipton, THPO, Shawnee Tribe 



USDA 
~ United States Department of Agriculture 

Kristen Koch, Program Manager 
Penn State Agriculture and Environment Center 
107 Church Hall, 77 West Harrisburg Pike 
Middletown, PA 17057 

June 30, 2022 

RE: Invitation to Agency Scoping Meeting for Chiques Creek Watershed Project Plan - Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA), Lancaster County, PA 

Dear Ms. Koch, 

The United States Department of Agriculture National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and its 
partners, Lancaster County Commissioners and Lancaster County Conservation District, are developing a 
Chiques Creek Watershed Project Plan. 

The purpose of the plan is to reduce nutrient-laden sediment loads from the Chiques Creek watershed 
entering the Susquehanna River and Chesapeake Bay. As presented in the Chiques Creek Watershed 
Alternative Restoration Plan (Susquehanna River Basin Commission, 2019), the primary source of 
sediment in Chiques Creek is stream bank erosion of legacy sediment. The focus of the project will be to 
stabilize or remove legacy sediment. Using mapping and data analysis tools, a preliminary list of 30 sites 
with high potential for riparian zone sediment reduction practices has been developed. The next step is 
to prioritize up to 10 potential sites for more detailed analysis. This analysis will be to determine the 
best potential treatment method for the legacy sediment which may include: 

• Scour/remove the legacy sediment & site restoration (wetlands or riparian forested corridors), 

• Stabilize the legacy sediment in place, 

• Reforest/install riparian buffers, 
• Mill dam removal (for sites with historic mill dams), or 

• Others that may be identified through the study. 

The results of the analysis will be used to determine whether NRCS should offer financial assistance to 
implement projects through the PL83-566 Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program. 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Council on Environmental Quality's regulations at 
40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 require an evaluation of potential environmental impacts associated with 
federal projects and actions with input from the public. 

You are invited to attend a scoping meeting where your input is requested. The meeting will provide a 
forum to learn about the project, ask questions, and address concerns. Specifically, participants will be 
asked to provide input on proposed metrics for identification of the 10 sites for further study and 
potential hurdles to project success. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
359 East Park Drive, Suite 2 

Harrisburg, Pa 17111 
Voice:(717) 237-21001 Fax: (855) 813-2861 

Helping People Help the Land 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 



Scoping Meeting: Wednesday, July 27, 2022 

Time: 1:00 PM 

Location: Rapho Township Building, 971 N. Colebrook Road, Manheim, PA 17545 

Appropriate COVID-19 precautions will be in effect. Please plan to wear a mask unless you have health 

conditions that prevent you from doing so. Social distancing will also be practiced to the greatest extent 

possible. 

If you prefer to not attend the public meeting in person, a virtual and/or dial-in option can be provided 

by contacting Heather Smeltz, Civil Engineer, at 717.237.2214 or heather.smeltz@usda.gov by July 25, 

2022. 

Written comments can be submitted to Heather Smeltz at USDA-NRCS, 359 East Park Drive, Suite 2, 

Harrisburg, PA 17111 starting July 20, 2022, through August 26, 2022. 

Thank you, 

Denise Coleman 

State Conservationist 

2 



Alternatives Meeting 
Invitation Letters



Appendix A Chiques Creek Watershed Plan & Programmatic Environmental Assessment 
Alternatives Meeting Invitation Letters July 2025

 
The following letter, inviting attendees to the Alternatives Presentation Meeting, was also 
mailed to the people listed below.  Duplicate letters to these people are saved in the 
administrative file and not included in Appendix A. 

• Jessie Thomas-Blate, Director, River Restoration, and MER Manager, American 
Rivers, Mid-Atlantic Office 

• Brandon McBride, Executive Director, Appalachian Regional Commission  
• Suzanne Biemiller, Executive Director, Audubon Mid-Atlantic 
• Ronda Ney, Assistant, Borough of Marietta 
• Mark Pugliese, Borough Manager, Borough of Mount Joy 
• District Forester, Bureau of Forestry - District 17 
• Bureau Director, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, PA DCNR 
• Water Resources Advisory Committee , , c/o Mark Matlock, Compacts and 

Commissions Office 
• Martha Shimkin, Director, Chesapeake Bay Program Office, Chesapeake Bay 

Program Office, USEPA Region 3 
• Kelly Shenk, Agricultural Lead, Chesapeake Bay Program Office, USEPA Region 3 
• Chiques Creek Watershed Alliance 
• Cody Rhoads, Borough Manager, Cornwall Borough 
• Josh Parsons, Chairman, County of Lancaster 
• Ray D'Agostino, Vice-Chairman, County of Lancaster 
• Alice Yoder, Commissioner, County of Lancaster 
• Lawerence George, Chief Clerk, County of Lancaster 
• Scott Standish, Planning Commission Executive Director, County of Lancaster 
• Brian Pasquale, Department of Emergency Management, County of Lancaster 
• Scott Williamson, Program Manager, Waterways and Wetlands Program, DEP South-

Central Regional Office 
• Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, Division of Environmental Services 
• Pete MacGaffin, Senior Vice President, Region 6, Duck Unlimited Pennsylvania 
• Jeff Butler, Township Manager, East Donegal Township 
• Cindy Schweitzer, Township Manager/Secretary, East Hempfield Township 
• Loren Miller, Township Administrator, Elizabeth Township 
• Tessa Nolan, Regional Environmental Officer, FEMA Region III 
• Dorothy Merritts, Ph.D., Harry W. & Mary B. Huffnagle Professor of Geosciences, 

Franklin & Marshall College 
• Patrick Fleming, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Economics and Public Policy, Franklin 

& Marshall College 
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• Robert Walter, Ph. D., Professor of Geosciences, Franklin & Marshall College 
• Richard Heaney, Southeast Regional Office Director, Governor’s Southeast Regional 

Office 
• Allyson Gibson, Executive Director, Lancaster Clean Water Partners 
• John Cox, Senior Advisor, Lancaster Clean Water Partners 
• Christopher Thompson, District Manager, Lancaster County Conservation District 
• Matthew Kofroth, Assistant District Manager, Lancaster County Conservation 

District 
• Sonia Wasco, District Board, Lancaster County Conservation District 
• Jim Fisher, Borough Manager, Manheim Borough 
• Justin Evans, Manager/Zoning Officer, Mount Joy Township 
• Carrie Selsburg Robinson, Director, Office of Habitat Conservation, National Marine 

Fisheries Service, NOAA Fisheries 
• Branch Chief, Northern Appalachian Research Branch, USGS 
• Danie Bendesky, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs, Office of Intergovernmental 

Affairs, Office of the Governor 
• Makeda Okolo, Director, Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs, NOAA 
• Bevin Buchheister, Deputy Secretary, Office of Water Programs, Office of Water 

Programs, PA Department of Environmental Protection 
• Brenda Shambaugh, Executive Director, PA Association of Conservation Districts, 

Inc. 
• Rachel Kester, PATU Program Director, PA Council of Trout Unlimited 
• Russell Redding, Secretary, PA Department of Agriculture 
• Jessica Shirley, Acting Secretary, PA Department of Environmental Protection 
• Mindy Fee, Representative, PA Representative (District 37) 
• Brett Miller, Representative, PA Representative (District 41) 
• Tom Jones, Representative, PA Representative (District 98) 
• Ryan Aument, Senator, PA Senator (District 36) 
• Shane Erdman, Civil Engineering Manager, PADEP, Bureau of Waterways Engineering 

and Wetlands  
• Kristen Koch, Program Manager, Penn State Agriculture and Environment Center 
• Mark Heister, Township Manager and Secretary, Penn Township 
• Maintenance Manager, PennDOT (District 8-7) 
• Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture - Region 6 
• Jeff Hartranft, Chief, Environmental & Geological Services Section, Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection 
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• Jill Whitcomb, Director, Chesapeake Bay Office, Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

• Bill Brown, Chief, TMDL Section, Division of Water Quality, Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection 

• Jamie Eberl, Chief, MS4 Section, Division of NPDES Permitting, Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection 

• David (Randy) Padfield, Director, Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency 
• Timothy Schaeffer, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
• Stephen Smith, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Game Commission 
•  Director, Southeast Region, Pennsylvania Game Commission 
• Harry Campbell, Director of Science Policy and Advocacy, Pennsylvania Office 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
• Janet Sweeney, Vice President, Pennsylvania Organization for Watersheds and 

Rivers, Inc. 
• Doug Wolfgang, Bureau Director, Pennsylvania State Conservation Commission 
• Tammy Zimmerman, Chief, New Cumberland Office for Hydrologic Networks and 

Investigations, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, USGS 
• Curtis Schreffler, Associate Director for Research and Scientific Investigations, 

Pennsylvania Water Science Center, USGS 
• Hilary Dozier, Hydrologist, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, USGS 
• Randall Wenger, Board of Supervisors, Rapho Township 
•  Regional Forester, Region 9, USDA Forest Service 
• Jamie Yiengst, Manager, South Lebanon Township 
• John Eberly, Township Manager, South Londonderry Township 
• Andrew D. Dehoff, Executive Director, Susquehanna River Basin Commission 
• Su Fanok, Director of Freshwater Conservation, The Nature Conservancy 
• Sonja Jahrsdoerfer, Project Leader/Supervisor, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 

Pennsylvania Field Office 
• Lloyd Smucker, Representative, United States House of Representatives (PA District 

11) 
• Dan Meuser, Representative, United States House of Representatives (PA District 9) 
• John Fetterman, Senator, United States Senate 
• Robert P. Casey, Jr., Senator, United States Senate 
• Estee Pinchasin, Commander, US Army Corps of Engineers Baltimore District 
• Michael Danko, Chief, Pennsylvania Section, Baltimore District, US Army Corps of 

Engineers Baltimore District 
• Heidi Secord, State Executive Director, USDA Farm Service Agency 
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• Bob Morgan, State Director, USDA Rural Development 
• Joseph Sweeney, Executive Director, Water Science Institute 
• Russell Gibble, Chairman, Board of Supervisors, West Cornwall Township 
• Andrew Stern, Township Manager, West Hempfield Township  
• John Johnson, Governor, Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
• Devon Frazier, THPO, Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
• Deborah Dotson, President, Delaware Nation, Oklahoma 
• Katelyn Lucas, THPO, Delaware Nation, Oklahoma 
• Brad Killscrow, Chief, Delaware Tribe of Indians 
• Susan Bachor, Historic Preservation Representative, Delaware Tribe of Indians 
• Glenna Wallace, Chief, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
• Lora Nuckolls, THPO/Director of Culture Preservation Programs, Eastern Shawnee 

Tribe of Oklahoma 
• Benjamin Barnes, Chief, Shawnee Tribe 
• Tonya Tipton, THPO, Shawnee Tribe 
• Andrea Lowery, PHMC Executive Director/State Historic Preservation Officer, 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, State Historic Preservation 
Office 





For those who prefer to participate virtually, a meeting invitation is available. Please contact Heather 

Smeltz, PE, at heather.smeltz@usda.gov or (717) 237-2214, prior to July 12th for details. 

Denise Coleman 

State Conservationist 
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Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA

From: Senator John Fetterman <john@fetterman.senate.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 16, 2025 10:20 AM
To: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA
Subject: Reply from Senator John Fetterman

Categories: _Chiques PL-566

 

April 16, 2025  

Ms. Denise Coleman 
7 North Wilkes Barre Boulevard, Suite 406 
Wilkes Barre, PA 18702-5241  

Dear Ms. Coleman:  

  
Thank you for reaching out to my office. I appreciate hearing from you.    
  
I believe that Pennsylvanians deserve a strong voice in Washington, so hearing from constituents like you about the 
issues you care about is essential to my work. I’m here in D.C. fighting for solutions that deliver real results for 
Pennsylvanians and every corner of our commonwealth. As long as I’m your senator, that’s what I’ll always do.  

Whether you’re reaching out to comment on legislation, schedule a meeting with me or a member of my staff, or 
request help navigating a federal agency, my office is here to support you. I encourage you to head over to 
https://www.fetterman.senate.gov/contact/, where you can find the best way to contact me with your request.    

Please don’t hesitate to reach out in the future about other issues of importance to you. You are always welcome to 
contact my Washington, D.C., office by calling (202) 224-4254. I look forward to hearing from you.  
   

Sincerely,  

 
John Fetterman  
United States Senator  

     



Consultation
Pennsylvania Natural

Diversity Inventory (PNDI)
(DRAFT)



Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
PNDI Receipt: project receipt chiques creek legacy sedi 842279 DRAFT 1.pdf 

1. PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project Name: Chiques Creek Legacy Sediment Program 
Date of Review: 6/6/2025 04:34:05 PM 
Project Category: In-stream / Riverine Activities and Projects, Other 
Project Area: 76,297.88 acres 
County(s): Lancaster; Lebanon 
Watersheds HUC 8: Lower Susquehanna; Lower Susquehanna-Swatara 

Project Search ID: PNDl-842279 
LARGE PROJECT 

Watersheds HUC 12: Cabin Creek-Susquehanna River; Conewago Creek; Conoy Creek; Donegal Creek; 
Hammer Creek; Hartman Run-Susquehanna River; Lititz Run; Little Chickies Creek; Lower Chickies Creek; 
Millers Run-Little Conestoga Creek; Snitz Creek-Quittapahilla Creek; Upper Chickies Creek; West Branch Little 
Conestoga Creek-Little Conestoga Creek 
Decimal Degrees: 40.160152, -76.452142 
Degrees Minutes Seconds: 40° 9' 36.5465" N, 76° 

This is a draft receipt for information only. It has not 

Agency 

PA Depart 
Natura 
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Chiques Creek Watershed Plan & Programmatic Environmental Assessment Appendix A 
Programmatic Agreement Development July 2025

The following letter, inviting assistance in developing the programmatic agreement was 
also mailed to the people listed below.  Duplicate letters to these people are saved in 
the administrative file and not included here. 

• John Raymond Johnson, Governor, Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians
• Glenna J. Wallace, Chief, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
• Benjamin Joseph Barnes, Chief, Shawnee Tribe
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Shawnee Tribe
• Brad KillsCrow, Chief, Delaware Tribe of Indians
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Delaware Tribe of Indians
• Deborah Dotson, President, Delaware Nation
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Delaware Nation
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Plount, Christopher - FPAC-NRCS, PA
From: Plount, Christopher - FPAC-NRCS, PA
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 1:20 PM
To: Katelyn Lucas
Cc: Joanna Maurer; Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA
Subject: RE: [External Email]Lancaster County Conservation District Chiques Creek Watershed
Attachments: Chiques Creek Phase IA_01172025_Rev0.pdf; PA Chiques Original Draft PA.docx; Tribe Consult Letter_Dotson.pdf; Tribe Consult 

Letter_Lucas.pdf; PA Chiques Draft PA_SHPO and CAP Comments.docx; Chiques Project Overview Handout.pdf

We welcome the Delaware Nation and appreciate your government’s decision to participate. 
 
It appears you have received partial information so I am forwarding entire  consulting package with the original 
AND newly commented Programmatic Agreement. I believe the attachments will answer your questions but if 
there is anything that needs clarification please feel free to contact me or Ms. Smeltz (email in the CC block). I am 
in office M-F 6A-3P eastern. 
 
Lastly, please provide your USPS mail address and preferred method of contact so that so that we may keep you 
fully informed during the consultation process. 
 
 
 
Christopher Plount 
Conservation Engineering-State Archaeologist 
NRCS Pennsylvania State Office 
 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
359 East Park Drive 
Suite 2 
Harrisburg PA, 17111 
(o) 717.237.2228 
 

From: Katelyn Lucas <klucas@delawarenation-nsn.gov>  
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 1:06 PM 
To: Plount, Christopher - FPAC-NRCS, PA <Christopher.Plount@usda.gov> 
Cc: Joanna Maurer <jmaurer@delawaretribe.org> 
Subject: [External Email]Lancaster County Conservation District Chiques Creek Watershed 

 

[External Email]  
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic;  
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments. 
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov  

Hello, 
 
Delaware Nation does want to be a consulting party on this project. Can you please clarify for me what 
the proposed work is for the Chiques Creek Watershed? (I was only forwarded scans of the letter mailed 
to our office in OK; I work out of our extension office in PA, so please note that we prefer email 
correspondence.) Please also send us a copy of the Phase IA archaeological report for our review.  
 

 You don't often get email from klucas@delawarenation-nsn.gov. Learn why this is important   
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Please also note that Susan Bachor no longer works for Delaware Tribe; I'm copying their new contact 
Joanna Maurer on this email.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Katelyn Lucas 
Delaware Nation Historic Preservation Officer 
klucas@delawarenation-nsn.gov 
405-544-8115  
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: 

This e-mail (including attachments) may be privileged and is confidential information covered by the Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521 and any other applicable law, and is intended only for the use of 
the individual or entity named herein. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee 
or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any retention, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Although this e-mail and any 
attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other defect that might affect any computer system in to which 
it is received and opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that it is virus free and no responsibility 
is accepted by Delaware Nation or the author hereof in any way from its use. If you have received this 
communication in error, please immediately notify us by return e-mail. Thank you. 
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Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA

From: Laserfiche Notification <donotreply@laserfiche.com>
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2025 12:44 PM
To: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA
Subject: [External Email]Section 106 Consultation -  Chiques Creek Watershed Plan

Categories: Chiques PL-566

[External Email]  
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic;  
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments. 
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov  

This email is in response to Chiques Creek Watershed Plan.   

The Shawnee Tribe’s Tribal Historic Preservation Department has the following response to this project: 
 
We have no issues or concerns at this time with the PA. 
 
If you have any questions, you may contact me via email at  Section106@shawnee-tribe.com            
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this project 

 
 

 You don't often get email from donotreply@laserfiche.com. Learn why this is important   
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Plount, Christopher - FPAC-NRCS, PA

From: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA
Sent: Wednesday, May 7, 2025 3:02 PM
To: Plount, Christopher - FPAC-NRCS, PA
Subject: Fw: [External Email]Section 106 Consultation -  Chiques Creek Watershed Plan

FYI 

Thanks, 
~ Heather 
_____________________________________ 
Heather L. Smeltz, PE 
Assistant State Conservationist for Water Resources 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
359 East Park Drive, Suite 2, Harrisburg, PA  17111 
p: (717) 237-2214 | c: (717) 678-1048

From: Section106 <section106@shawnee-tribe.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 7, 2025 12:14:29 PM 
To: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA <heather.smeltz@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External Email]Section 106 Consultation - Chiques Creek Watershed Plan 

Hi Heather, 

We do not need further consultation on the PA or to be a concurring party. 

Thank you, 
Erin Paden 
TRIBAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
SPECIALIST 
Office: (918) 542-2441, x140
Email: epaden@shawnee-tribe.com 
29 S Hwy 69A
Miami, OK  74354 
shawnee-tribe.com

From: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA <heather.smeltz@usda.gov>  
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2025 11:51 AM 
To: Section106 <section106@shawnee-tribe.com> 
Cc: Plount, Christopher - FPAC-NRCS, PA <Christopher.Plount@usda.gov> 
Subject: FW: [External Email]Section 106 Consultation - Chiques Creek Watershed Plan 



2

CAUTION: External email.  Do not click links or open attachments unless you are confident the content is safe. 

Hi Erin, 

Thank you so much for the below message.  I appreciate that there are no issues or concerns at this point.  As we 
move forward, though, would you (or someone else from the Shawnee Tribe) be interested in further development 
of the PA?  Would the Tribe want to be a concurring signatory on the final document? 

Thanks, 
~ Heather 
________________________________________________________________ 
Heather L. Smeltz, PE 
Assistant State Conservationist for Water Resources 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
359 East Park Drive, Suite 2, Harrisburg, PA  17111 
p: (717) 237-2214 | c: (717) 678-1048

From: Laserfiche Notification <donotreply@laserfiche.com>  
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2025 12:44 PM 
To: Smeltz, Heather - FPAC-NRCS, PA <heather.smeltz@usda.gov> 
Subject: [External Email]Section 106 Consultation - Chiques Creek Watershed Plan 

[External Email]  
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic; 
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments. 
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov 

This email is in response to Chiques Creek Watershed Plan.   

The Shawnee Tribe’s Tribal Historic Preservation Department has the following response to this project: 

We have no issues or concerns at this time with the PA. 

If you have any questions, you may contact me via email at  Section106@shawnee-tribe.com        

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this project 

You don't often get email from heather.smeltz@usda.gov. Learn why this is important 

You don't often get email from donotreply@laserfiche.com. Learn why this is important 
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. 
Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may 
violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this 
message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.  




