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USDA Seeks Public Comment on Dumas Watershed  Project Environmental Assessment
DUMAS, Ark., June 19, 2026 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture is seeking public comment on the environmental assessment plan for a proposed project to address flood prevention and provide a reduction in flood damages in the Dumas and Mitchellville communities. Public comments will be accepted until July 22, 2026.
The proposed action, located within the incorporated communities of Dumas and Mitchellville, reflects the Preferred Alternative (Alternative 6) identified in the Draft Plan-Completed EA and was determined to provide the greatest reduction in flood damage while remaining consistent with NRCS planning criteria, technical feasibility, and economic efficiency. Project activities, including dredging; widening; and extending existing channels, would primarily occur within and adjacent to existing drainage features including roadside ditches, channels, and associated tributaries. 
Before the USDA can consider funding the project, an environmental assessment of the project’s environmental impacts is required, and the public has a 30-day period to provide comment. Copies of the environmental assessment are available online and printed copies are available at the following location(s); Natural Resources Conservation Service, 700 W Capitol Ave, Ste 3416, Little Rock, AR, 72201 and at Michael Baker International, 101 South Spring St., Suite 100, Little Rock, AR, 72201. Digital copies of the plan are available online at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/state-offices/arkansas and at https://www.abmawatershedproject.com/projects/city-of-dumas . 
Instructions on how to submit comments are also available on the website and at physical locations.
Following the public comment period a final version of the environmental assessment plan, taking public comments into consideration, will be submitted with the project’s funding application to the USDA. 
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