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A little history . . 

•  The Snow Survey Program’s mission 
since 1935 has been to collect 
snowpack data in the Western U.S. and 
Alaska to develop reliable water supply 
forecasts.

• The Westwide Snow Program is a 
Federal –State-Private Cooperative 
Program.

• The first snow surveys in Alaska were 
May 1st, 1951 – 75 years ago this week.



Snow Courses and Aerial Markers SNOTELS and SNOLITES



Wind
Snow Depth 
Air Temperature
Tipping Bucket (rain gauge)
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surface (not shown)

SNOTEL Components



Current Cooperative Snow Survey Network 



SNOTEL Network Expansion Plans



April 27th

April 1st Snowpack



Southeast 
Snowpack



Tanana 
Snowpack



Southcentral 
Snowpack



New Product – Water Forecast Evolution Plots



New Product –Site Data Generator
-Soil Moisture Plot Shown-



We still produce
4 Winter Reports.



Questions?
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