
Program Ranking Criteria
Elizabeth Bezinque Assistant State Conservationist – Programs (Acting)



Agenda

Requirements

Historic Contracts 

Current Applications

FY 2027



Program Eligibility 

All eligible applications will be ranked and 
considered for funding

Eligibility
 Producer 
 Land
 Resource Concern



NRCS Resource Concern
The resource condition does not meet the minimum 
acceptable condition levels as established by resource 
planning criteria shown in the Field Office Technical Guide, 
Section III. National Planning Procedures Handbook, H-180-600.2, Definitions



2014 - 2026



Fiscal Year 2025

96% 
Obligation 

Rate



FY 2025 Nationwide

 100,279 
applications

 39,765 
Contracts

 28%



Continuity for FY 2026
Eligibility
Application sign up period
 State Priorities
CART 
 Vulnerability
 Planned Practice Effects
 Cost Efficiency
 Resource Priorities
 Program Priorities

Field staff on hand to help!



Changes for FY 2026
 5 fund pools per program
Categories that support 

identified priority practices
No obligation to meet livestock 

requirements
Regenerative Pilot Program
Funding



FY 26 Applications
96 Total Applications

79 Eligible Applications
• 18 Pending
• 29 Eligible
• 19 PreApproved
• 16 Approved

3 Contracts



FY 2027
Regenerative Pilot Program
We expect comparable funding to FY 26
Geographically tied funding pools
 Integrate LWG priorities into fund pool categories
 Integrate LWG priorities into ranking questions



Programs Contact
Elizabeth Bezinque
Acting Assistant State 
Conservationist for Programs
907-795-8253
Elizabeth.Bezinque@usda.gov

www.nrcs.usda.gov/ak

mailto:Elizabeth.Bezinque@usda.gov


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer and lender.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language, etc.) should contact the State or local Agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay 
Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a 
Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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