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Regenerative agriculture is a conservation management approach that
emphasizes natural resources through improved soil health, water
management, and natural vitality for the productivity and prosperity of
American agriculture and communities. The Regenerative Pilot Program (RPP)
IS a farmer-first, outcomes-based approach to conservation designed to
return the agency to its core mission, helping people help the land, by
addressing whole-farm resource concerns through support for voluntary
regenerative agriculture Conservation Plans.

NRCS website

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
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Regenerative Pilot Program

= NRCS is targeting $700 million of EQIP and CSP
= Conservation is producer driven

= Goal: Tapplication, T assessment, 1 funding decision

= States must create a category with the name "Regenerative
Pilot Program*

= Ensure applicable practices in the ranking pool includes all practices
needed

= There is No Majority Eligibility Requirement for planned practices
needing to be RPP primary practices.
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Regenerative Pilot Program Requirements

e Whole Farm Assessment
 Primary Practices

 Soil Health Testing

* Minimum 5-year contract
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Primary RPP Practices

A minimum of one primary
Regen Practice
e Existing - being
implemented
 Planned - future
implementation
May also include supporting
as well as other practices and
activities
e Supporting - needed
to facilitate the
primary
Other - allows for a
conservation plan to
be written to meet all
the client’s objectives,
beyond RPP
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Planning CEMA 216 Soil Health Testing

Through the planning process customers should be encouraged to plan Soil Health Testing to
provide a sampling protocol that provides comprehensive results of their whole farm. At a
minimum Soil Health Testing must be planned on one planning land unit.

Extent will depend on the client’s operation in combination with the client’s objective.
e Crop Rotation

Soil variability

Livestock vs no livestock

Nutrient sources

Client’s desired extent of testing

Etc....

When does Soil Health Testing need to be planned?
e Minimally at beginning and end of the conservation plan / contract
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Soil Health Testing CEMA 216

Conservation Evaluation and Monitoring Activities (CEMAS)
CEMA are provided by Qualified Individuals (Qls). Qls self-certify they meet qualification criteria stated
in a CEMA document. Professional licenses, accreditations, certifications, and experience typify
gualification criteria for CEMA Qls. A Ql may, or may not also hold TSP certification.

Excerpt from CEMA 216 Soil Health Testing document
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Regenerative Pilot
Program (RPP)

= Unique approach

= Prioritizing Soil Health and Water
Management

= National priority

= Competitive applications
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Contact Us

= Fairbanks - loading

= Delta Junction (907) 895-4241
= Kenal (907) 283-8732

= Homer (907) 235-8177

= Kodiak (907) 486-5598

= Wasilla (907) 373-6492

= Juneau (907) 586-7220

www.nrcs.usda.gov/ak
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Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA,
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived
from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
ponccjiucted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or
incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be
made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by:

Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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