Conservation Practice Effects


	Wildlife Habitat Planting (Ac) 420
Definition: Establishing wildlife habitat by planting herbaceous vegetation or shrubs.
Lifespan: 5 Years.
Major Resource Concerns Addressed: Improve wildlife habitat for the target species and establish reference native plant community.
Benchmark Condition: Lands where inadequate wildlife habitat is identified as a primary concern.
Date: 2025                      Planner / Location: 

	Positive Effects
	Negative Effects

	Soil
· Improved soil health and fertility, native plants are suited to local climates and soil types.
· Improve soil water retention, reduce soil erosion.
· Permanent vegetation increases soil organic matter.
Water
· Conserve water resources due to relatively more drought-tolerant characteristics of native plants.
Air
· Improve air quality.
· Positive long-term carbon sequestration effect from Planting.
· Vegetation removes CO2 from the air and stores it in the form of carbon in the plants and soil.
Plants
· Increased diversity and increased plant species for pollinators and butterflies.
· Improved plant biomass.
Animals
· Support local wildlife species by providing food, shelter, etc.
· Improve health and populations of animals. 
Energy
· None.
Human
· Reduce maintenance and enhance ecosystem.
· Increase value of land and property.
· Biodiverse ecosystem and support local wildlife populations might increase wildlife recreation opportunities.

	Land
· Land taken from other uses for planting.
· Cultural resources may be impacted during planting.
Capital
· Increased costs of planting materials.
· Increased cost for establishment and maintenance.
Labor
· Increased labor for management requirements.
Management
· Identify the target habitat conditions.
· Inventory of the adjacent plant communities to determine sensitivity to potential risk of introducing unwanted species.
· Increased monitoring activities.
Risk
· Plantings can create safety concerns to humans and wildlife depending on the location of plantings.

	Net Effect: Wildlife habitat planting improves soil productivity, reduces erosion at a moderate cost.



Commonly Associated Practices: Herbaceous Weed Treatment (Code 315), Brush Management (Code 314), Fence (Code 382), and Prescribed Burning (Code 338).



Note: This worksheet contains general talking points for the conservation planner to discuss with the land user.  It is the first step towards an economic or financial analysis.  The second step would include identifying a specific site for analysis at the farm or field level, editing the template for local conditions, adding units and quantities of farm inputs and outputs.  The third step in the economic analysis is to place a dollar value on as many variables as possible, put all units in the same time frame, using amortization ($/Acres/Year) or net present value ($/Acre), so benefits and costs can be compared.  The fourth and final step would be to combine several conservation practices into a conservation system, which is how most conservation practices are applied at the field level. Data for the worksheet comes from the land user, conservation planner, technical specialist and local agricultural supply vendors and contractors.  See Economics Technical Note: TN 200-ECN-1, Basic Economic Analysis Using T-Charts for more information.

	
