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February 19, 2026

-- STAC Wildlife Subcommittee Update –

Peter McBride – NRCS State Wildlife Biologist (Co-chair of Subcommittee)

On January 14 the Wildlife Subcommittee met (via Teams), with seven representatives from member entities participating. This ended up being a briefer meeting than originally planned, as family situations precluded participation by a second presenter and our WDFW co-chair.

This meeting’s primary agenda content was an overview and update on the programmatic consultations with USFWS which WA NRCS has completed or underway, and that support NRCS’s ongoing conservation work while fulfilling the agency’s responsibilities under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). This was presented by Dan Grosboll, USFWS/NRCS Partnership Biologist, and included a general orientation to the ESA and programmatic consultations, as well as an update on several programmatics around the State: the South Puget Sound Prairies programmatic (completed & underway); the East Slope Forest Conservation Practices and Gray Wolf Incidental Effects programmatics (nearing completion), and another programmatic consultation that was recently initiated regarding potential use of practices designed to reduce conflicts between listed predator species and livestock.

At this meeting the Wildlife subcommittee welcomed a new member, the Cascadia Conservation District, represented by Program Director Elizabeth Jackson.


The Wildlife Subcommittee anticipates next meeting this spring (date TBD), ahead of the May 7 STAC meeting.
