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Colorado State Technical Advisory Committee Agenda  

September 24, 2025 

 

9:00 am Welcome Agenda Updates/ Changes/ Additions (Liz With, NRCS) 
 
9:05 am Federal Agency Updates (40 minutes) 

NRCS Status Update & Looking Forward (Clint Evans, NRCS) 20 min 
FSA & CRP Updates (Corey Pelton & Hunter Cleaveland, FSA) 20 min 

 
10:05 am Financial Assistance Program Recommendations for FY2026 (40 minutes) (Amber Freouf, NRCS) 

FY2025 Programs Summary 10 min 
Local Working Group Feedback & Targeted Conservation Projects 10 min 
Environmental Quality Incentive Program 10 min 
Conservation Stewardship Program 10 min 
Agricultural Conservation Easements Program 10 min 

 
10:45 am Addressing Wildfires and Emergencies (30 minutes) 

FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program (Hunter Cleaveland, FSA) 10 min  
FSA’s Emergency Forest Restoration Program (Hunter Cleaveland, FSA) 10 min  
Emergency Watershed Protection (Todd Boldt, NRCS) 10 min 
 

11:15 am General Partner Updates & Discussion 
 CDA’s Agricultural Tax Stewardship Program (John Miller, CDA) 10 min 
 Northern Front Range Forestry RCPP 10 min 
 Others 
 
11:50 am Closing Comments (Clint Evans, NRCS)  
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Colorado State Technical Advisory Committee 
Action Minutes with Recommendations 

September 24, 2025 
59 Attendees 

 
*See final presentation slides for details 

 
9:00 am Welcome Agenda Updates/ Changes/ Additions (Liz With, NRCS) 
 
9:05 am Federal Agency Updates (40 minutes) 

NRCS Status Update & Looking Forward (Clint Evans, NRCS) 20 min 
FSA & CRP Updates (Corey Pelton & Hunter Cleaveland, FSA) 20 min 

 
10:05 am Financial Assistance Program Recommendations for FY2026 (40 minutes) (Amber Freouf, NRCS) 

FY2025 Programs Summary 10 min 
Local Working Group Feedback & Targeted Conservation Projects 10 min 
Environmental Quality Incentive Program 10 min 
Conservation Stewardship Program 10 min 
Agricultural Conservation Easements Program 10 min 

 
10:45 am Addressing Wildfires and Emergencies (30 minutes) 

FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program (Hunter Cleaveland, FSA) 10 min  
FSA’s Emergency Forest Restoration Program (Hunter Cleaveland, FSA) 10 min  
Emergency Watershed Protection (Todd Boldt, NRCS) 10 min 
 

11:15 am General Partner Updates & Discussion 
 CDA’s Agricultural Tax Stewardship Program (John Miller, CDA) 10 min 
 Northern Front Range Forestry RCPP 10 min 
 Others 
 
11:50 am Closing Comments (Clint Evans, NRCS)  
 
DETAILS: 
 

- Liz With: Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Changes 
- Clint Evans: Welcoming remarks and looking ahead to Fiscal Year 2026 
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o NRCS Status Update “Looking Forward”.  Streamlining the NRCS programs and processes, local 
working groups implementing targeted conservation projects, looking forward under the EQIP 
here in Colorado, Chief Bettencourt is asking us to limit our funding to five pools. 

- Hunter Cleaveland: Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)  
 Signups in Fiscal Year 2025, Colorado is still leading the nation in application acres and 

acres enrolled in the program.  All CRP signups must be completed by September 30th.  
FY2025 Annual Rental Payments are set to be batched in October.  

 Expected dates for Grazing have been approved, amendments have been drafted and 
issued and added to our CRP Handbook for Colorado.  All field offices and county offices 
have been notified they are authorized.    

o Jim Cecil requested FSA Colorado consider allowing haying as a potential mid-contract 
management practice.  Several participants spoke regarding this request.  Clint Evans will work 
with FSA to establish a CRP Subcommittee to discuss the haying request and other CRP specific 
requests.  Potential subcommittee participants who requested to participate in the 
subcommittee include: 

 Jim Cecil 
 Justin Miller 
 Hans Manley 
 Ray Aberle 
 Emily Chavez 
 Peyton Burt 
 Trent Verquer 

- Amber Freouf:  
o Conservation District Local Working Group Feedback for Fiscal Year 2025 

 Farm Bill and IRA 
 CSP, obligation update, $12 million obligated, 289 acres 
 EQIP, 337 funded contracts, $25.9 million obligated, 92,186 acres 
 RCPP: Classic and Alternative funding arrangements (AFA) 
 ACEP 

   10 funded contracts, $20.1 million obligated, 19,824 acres 
 

o Financial Assistance Program Summary for Fiscal Year 2025 
o Financial Assistance Program Recommendation for Fiscal Year 2026 

 Details will be released to the general public after the start of the FY.  Task Worksheet 
has been revised. 

 Poll Question 1: Do you recommend that the GARC be kept at 95% Estimated Fair 
Market Value (EFMV) of individual appraisals, not to exceed $5,000/ acre statewide for 
all land uses with no minimum/ maximum acres? 

• 6 Yes (5 Poll, 1 Chat) 
• 0 No 
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o GARC 
 Recommendation from the prior STAC meeting was to keep the GARC rate.FY25 GARC – 

95% Estimated Fair Market Value (EFMV) of appraisals, not to exceed $5000 per acre.  
Payment Schedules as of this date: still to be determined.  
 

 Poll Question 2: Do you recommend retaining the established land eligibility categories, 
permitted statewide land uses, and percentage of land uses for the Grasslands of Special 
Significance (GSS) project type of Agricultural Land Easement (ALE)? 

• 7 Yes (5 Poll, 2 Chat) 
• 0 No 

 Poll Question 3: Should the Payment Schedule Rates be kept at the maximum rate of 
75% for regular participants and 90% for historically underserved participants? 

• 7 Yes (1 Poll, 6 Chat) 
• 0 No 

 
• FY26 High Priority Practice Policy Recommendations:  

o 327 Conservation Cover, 339 Irrigation Water Management, 580 
Streambank and Shoreline Protection, 612 Tree and Shrub Planting, 
395 Stream Habitat Improvement & Management, 315 Herbaceous 
Weed Treatment, 528 Prescribed Grazing, 590 Nutrient Management, 
645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management. 

 
 Poll Question 4: Do you recommend the list of practices as discussed for High Priority 

Practices(HPP)? REMOVE cover crop 340, herbaceous weed control 315; ADD range 
planting 550 and pasture and hay land planting 512  

• REVISED TO INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONS BELOW: 
o 4.1 Remove 340 Cover Crop from the High Priority Practice list? 

 6 Yes (2 Poll, 4 Chat) 
 0 No 

o 4.2 Remove 315 Herbaceous Weed Control from the High Priority 
Practice list? 

 0 Yes 
 8 No (5 Poll, 3 Chat) 

o 4.3 Add 550 Rangeland Planting to the High Priority Practice list? 
REVISED TO 4.5 

 Yes 
 No 

o 4.4 Add 512 Pasture and Hayland Planting to the High Priority Practice 
list? REVISED TO 4.5 

 Yes 
 No 
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o 4.5 Which one practice should be added to the High Priority Practice 
list? 

 4 512 Pasture and Hayland Planting (3 Poll, 0 Chat, 1 Text) 
 5  550 Rangeland Planting (2 Poll, 3 Chat) 

 Poll Question 5:  Do you recommend the resource concerns as discussed for the CSP 
State Priority Resource Concerns? 

• 9 Yes  (1 Poll, 7 Chat, 1 Text) 
• 0 No 

 
- Hunter Cleaveland:  

o Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 Addressing Wildfire Emergencies. 

o Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) 
 Restoring conservation practices back to farms after a wildfire. 

- Todd Boldt: Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) 
 ASTC Water Resources. 
 Emergency Watershed Protection Program.   
 EWP Sponsor for the program. 
 During incidents, both NRCS and the Sponsor will determine what action is needed.   
 Summary presentation of various emergency incidents across Colorado in the last few 

years, floods, fires and natural disasters. 
 

- John Miller: Colorado Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Stewardship Tax Credit Program 
 First of its kind, funded for 4 years (2026 through 2030), Credit structure breakdown, 

scaled by acreage and category, combining practices, Breakdown of the Application 
Process. 

 
- Garret Stephens: Northern Front Range Forestry 

 2023 RCPP Colorado Northern Range Forestry, Noxious Weeds, Riparian practices. 
 

- Dave Anderson: CSU National Heritage Program 
 

- Clint Evans: Closing Remarks 
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FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/76225887@N00/5615389360
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

NRCS Status & 
Looking Forward

Clint Evans 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kewing/9538208117/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Farm Service 
Agency

Updates

Hunter Cleveland & Corey Pelton

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kewing/9538208117/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Fiscal Year 
2025 Recap 
Amber Freouf- Assistant State 
Conservationist- Programs
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Financial Programs (Farm Bill and IRA)
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

104 funded contracts 

$12M obligated 

288,593 ac 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program  
(EQIP)

337 funded contracts   

25.9M obligated   

92,186 ac    

6



Colorado 2025 EQIP Farm Bill Funding Opportunities

o Socially Disadvantaged Farmer/Rancher 

o Beginning and Limited Resource Farmer/Rancher 

o Wildlife Habitat (BFR/LRFR, SDFR) 

o SGI – Greater and Gunnison Sage Grouse  

o Migratory Big Game Initiative

o  Wildflood for Wildlife

o On-Farm Energy  

o Water Management Entities

o Urban Ag

o Organic Transition Initiative (OTI)

o WaterSMART

o Conservation Incentive Contract (CIC)

 

o Organic Transition

o Tribal Conservation Projects

o Animal Waste 

o Salinity – Colorado River Basin

o Salinity Wildlife

o High Tunnel 

o Conservation Planning Activity 

o Design and Implementation Activities

o Conservation Evaluation and Monitoring Activities

o Ogallala Aquifer Project 

o Resource Team Locally Led Projects

Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) – Forestry and Wildlife



Colorado 2025 CSP Farm Bill Funding Opportunities

o Area 1 Ag Land

o Area 2 Ag Land

o Area 3 Ag Land

o Beginning Farmer and Ranchers (BFR) Ag Land

o Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers 
(SDFR) Ag Land 

 

o Organic/ Transition to Organic 

o Urban

o Source Water Protection

o Wildlife 

o Non – Industrial Private Forest Land (NIPF)



Financial Programs Continued 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program(RCPP) 

Classic and Alternative Funding Arrangement (AFA) 



Financial Programs Continued 

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)

 10 funded contracts 

$20.1M obligated 

19,824 ac 



cal Year 
26 
eparation 
ams Team 



FY2026 Colorado Geographic Area Rate Cap (GARC)
•Recommendation from the prior STAC meeting was to
keep the GARC rate.

•FY25 GARC – 95% Estimated Fair Market Value (EFMV) of
individual appraisals, Not to Exceed $5,000/acre. 

69



Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)
FY26 GARCs



Poll Question 1 
Do you recommend that the GARC be kept at 95% 
Estimated Fair Market Value (EFMV) of individual 
appraisals, not to exceed $5,000/ acre statewide for 
all land uses with no minimum/ maximum acres?  



ALE 
Grasslands 

“Grassland of special environmental 
significance (GSS)” means grasslands that 
contain little or no noxious or invasive 
species, as designated or defined by State 
or Federal law; are subject to the threat of 
conversion to nongrassland uses or 
fragmentation; and the land—

(i) Is rangeland, pastureland, shrubland, or 
wet meadows on which the vegetation is 
dominated by native grasses, grass-like 
plants, shrubs, or forbs, or

(ii) Is improved, naturalized pastureland, 
rangeland, or wet meadows;

(iii) Provides, or could provide, habitat for 
threatened or endangered species or at-
risk species, 

(iv) Protects sensitive or declining native 
prairie or grassland types or grasslands 
buffering wetlands, or

(v) Provides protection of highly sensitive 
natural resources as identified by the State 
conservationist, in consultation with the 
State technical committee.

Consideration General ALE Grasslands Enrollment GSS Grasslands Enrollment

Land Eligibility Category Protects grazing uses Protects grazing uses

Permitted Land Uses  Statewide Grassland, rangeland, pastureland, 
land that contains forbs, grazed 
shrubland, historically dominated 
by grassland, grazed forestland (% 
limitation), certain incidental lands 
(% limitation)

Grassland, rangeland, pastureland, 
land that contains forbs, grazed 
shrubland, historically dominated 
by grassland, grazed forestland (% 
limitation), certain incidental lands 
(% limitation)

% Permitted Land Uses 90% or more of total enrollment 
unless waiver granted

100% of total enrollment  unless 
waiver granted

*Propose to Retain* 



Poll Question 2 

Do you recommend retaining the established land 
eligibility categories, permitted statewide land uses, 
and percentage of land uses for the Grasslands of 
Special Significance (GSS) project type of 
Agricultural Land Easement (ALE)? 



STAC RECOMMENDATIONS

Payment Schedules 



Poll Question 3 
Should the Payment Schedule Rates be kept at the 
maximum rate of 75% for regular participants and 
90% for historically underserved participants?



STAC RECOMMENDATIONS

HIGH PRIORITY PRACTICES



FY 26 
High 
Priority 
Practice 
Policy

Address specific causes of water impairment 
related to excessive nutrient

Address the conservation of water and declining 
aquifer and mitigate drought

Meet environmental priorities and priority 
resource concerns in identified habitat

Geographically targeted to address a natural 
resource concern in a specific watershed

Practices identified as a priority through area or 
state assessment

Practices that have high potential for conservation 
benefit but are underutilized

May Designate up to 10 
Practices that …



 
FY 26 High Priority Practice Recommendations

340 -- Cover Crop

327 -- Conservation Cover 

449 – Irrigation Water Management

580 – Streambank and Shoreline Protection

612 – Tree and Shrub Planting 

395 – Stream Habitat Improvement & Management

315 – Herbaceous Weed Treatment

528 – Prescribed Grazing

590 – Nutrient Management

645 – Upland Wildlife Habitat Management



Poll Question 4 
Do you recommend the list of practices as discussed 
for High Priority Practices(HPP)? 



STAC RECOMMENDATIONS

State Priority Resource Concerns 



 
FY 26 State Priority Resource Concerns 

States are allowed to select 8 Priority Resource Concerns to be used within Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP) 

Feedback should be received from 

Local Work Groups 

Programs Actions Committee 

State Technical Action Committee 





Poll Question 5 
Do you recommend the resource concerns as 
discussed for the CSP State Priority Resource 
Concerns? 



Thank you 



Addressing 
Wildfire 

Emergencies
ergency Conservation Program 
gency Forest Restoration Program

Hunter Cleveland

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cattle_(1).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

MERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION 
PROGRAM (EWP)

EWP OBJECTIVE
RCS administers federal assistance on state, tribal, and private lands 
 relieve imminent hazards to life and property. Not on Federal land.

WP can be initiated when there is a sudden impairment of a 
atershed. 
 watershed impairment exists when the ability of a watershed to carry 

t its natural functions is reduced.



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

MERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION 
PROGRAM (EWP)

EWP GOALS 
educe erosion

educe sedimentation 

educe the threat of damage from future flooding



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

EWP IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

ELECTRONIC DISASTER REPORT (EDR)

NRCS completes as the disaster occurs and unfolds.

Acts as heads up to NRCS NHQ in Washington DC.



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

EWP SPONSOR
equest assistance from NRCS within 60 days of the natural 
saster occurrence/access
 project sponsor is a unit of State or local government, or a 
ate agency, or a Native American Tribe or Tribal 
ganization. 

Sponsor Must
Have a legal interest in, or responsibility for, the areas threatened by 
a watershed emergency.
Be capable of obtaining landowner permissions and required 
permits.



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

EWP SPONSOR
Sponsor Must

 Be capable of ensuring operation and maintenance (O&M) is 
performed.

 Accept requests for assistance from landowners. 

 Administer technical services and construction contracts

 Provide the required local share of construction costs (Usually 25%)



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

EWP DAMAGE SURVEY REPORT (DSR)

RCS & Sponsor assess the potential for present & future 
amage.
SR’s must be completed within 60 days of the sponsor’s 
quest.

WP proposed recovery measures MUST BE feasible for the 
llowing:



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

EWP DAMAGE SURVEY REPORT (DSR)

Economically: Benefits > than Costs

Environmentally: T&E, Cultural Resources

Socially:  Acceptable by the community

Technically:  Meets NRCS Standards & Specifications



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

LOCALLY LED AGREEMENT

etween NRCS & The Sponsor
eriod of Performance is 220 days
WP is not a grant program it’s a cooperative agreement 
etween the federal government and the sponsor
he sponsor must have the capacity to implement and 
dminister their required responsibilities. 



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

LOCALLY LED AGREEMENT

onstruction dollars are classified as Financial Assistance 
A).
RCS cost share rate for construction is usually 75%.
ponsor share of construction costs, usually 25%.
RCS will provide Technical Assistance (TA) funds for the 
dministration of the agreement. 
A is reimbursed at 100%. 



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

CONSTRUCTION
 Flood

way 
4



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

CONSTRUCTION
 od Big 
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ver
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FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

East Troublesome Fire
OCTOBER 2020
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ET FIRE

FIRE TORNADO: 
140 MPH
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ET FIRE
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ET FIRE
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ET FIRE
Reduce erosion:
Seeding & Mulching
Total Acres: 2,319
Cost/Acre: $2,200



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

ET FIRE

Drowsy Water Ranch:
Flood Water Diversion 
House/Building Protection 



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

Cameron Peak Fire

Flood Barrier Bags
House/Building Protection 



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

Cameron Peak Fire

Decorative
Flood Barrier Bags



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
       

Cameron Peak Fire

Flood Barrier Bags
“Our Wall”
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MERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION 
PROGRAM (EWP)

Span # Years /
# EWP Years

Total 
Construction       
$ 

Total FA $ Total TA $ Total 
Sponsor $ 

2015-2025 11/9 $125,646,461 $95,633,812 $15,157,665 $29,555,814

Total Federal   
$

$110,791,477

Total Fed & 
Sponsor

$140,347,291

Value of Property 
Protected

Number of people 
benefited

$470,945,137 1,400,005
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Partnership 
Updates

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

 Miller, Colorado Department of Agriculture
 McLemore, Northern Front Range Forestry

https://www.flickr.com/photos/44985064@N05/19661217122
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.futuroprossimo.it/ja/2021/02/metti-lorto-sullattico-agrivoltaico-scopre-i-tetti-verdi/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Agricultural Stewardship Tax Credit



Agricultural Stewardship Tax Credit 
reated by House Bill 24-1249

Encourage an individual to actively practice one or 
ore qualified stewardship practices on a farm or 

anch, including any practice that increases soil 
ealth, improves water efficiency, or creates more 
iverse and beneficial ecosystems while 

maintaining the productivity of the farm or 
anch.”

INTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

TAX CREDIT 
S C FEEDBACKNEXT 

STEPS

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB24-1249
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB24-1249
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB24-1249


Ag Stewardship Tax Credit
st of its kind, funded 2026 through 2030

x credit based on practices implemented - new or preexisting

nnot overlap with existing grants or tax credits (same practice, same 
eage)  

lly refundable state tax credit - for individual taxpayers only (you get a 
ck if you don’t owe taxes!)

 million per year available, with an additional $2 million eligible for a 
itlist - but individual producers are capped based on practices 
plemented (see further slides)

xpayers are eligible for 3 tax years (does not have to be consecutive)

s tax credit is on a first come, first served basis 

INTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S



edit Structure - Scaled by Acreage & Category
fferent practices have varying degrees of difficulty to implement and also impact.
aller farms have a hard time benefiting from flat dollar/acre programs. 
ere is also a economies of scale benefit for implementing practices over many acreages. 

Acres Impacted

First 10 acres 11-100 101-500 >500

ry 1 $50.00 $45.00 $40.00 $35.00

ry 2 $30.00 $27.00 $24.00 $21.00

ry 3 $10.00 $9.00 $8.00 $7.00

ion amount 10% 20% 30%

INTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

TAX CREDIT 
S C FEEDBACKNEXT 

STEPSINTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

TAX CREDIT 
S C

APPLICATION

Impact of Practice

Difficulty of 
Implementation

Category 
1

Category 2

Category 3

INTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S



alified Stewardship Practices

al Practices
 Tillage
asonal Cover Cropping & 
asonal Crop Rotation  
nimized Tillage  
naged Livestock Grazing on 
ver Crops
sidue Management
n-neonicotinoid Coated 
eds 

Perennial Practices
● Orchard and Vineyard Netting
● Pollinator Habitat Planting
● Conservation Cover
● Virtual Fencing
● Prescribed Grazing 
● Rangeland Planting & 

Overseeding
● Planting or Overseeding on 

Perennial Hayland

Supplemental Practices
● Soil Carbon Amendment 
● Irrigation Water Management
● Noxious Weed & Ag Nuisance 

Weed Management
● Nutrient Management 

Category 1 Practice (starts at $50/acre)

Category 2 Practice (starts at $30/acre)

Category 3 Practice (starts at $10/acre)

1

1

1
1

1

2

2

2
2

2

3

3

3

3

INTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

TAX CREDIT 
S C FEEDBACKNEXT 

STEPSINTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

TAX CREDIT 
S C

APPLICATIONINTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

Note: One-pagers for each 
practice will be posted to 
our website by the end of 

next week!



mple. A producer implements one Category 1 practice on 560 Acres 

10 acres at $50/acre

560 acre field

60 acres at $35/acre

400 acres at 
$40/acre

90 acres at 
$45/acre

 acres at 
50/acre

They will earn a set rate for each acreage tier 
(first 10 acres, 11-100, 101-500,  >500): 

+ 90 acres at $45/acre (100 acres total)
+ 400 acres at $40/acre (500 acres total) 
+ 60 acres at $35/acre (560 acres total)

$ 22,650.00 ($40/acre)

= 10 Acres

INTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

TAX CREDIT 
S C FEEDBACKNEXT 
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Credit Structure - Combining Practices
 Qualified Stewardship Practice definition includes practices that cannot be combined or stacked. 

 tiple combined practices are implemented, the producer will be eligible to receive the combined amounts 
d on the practice category and acreage completed on). 

ver, compensation will not be able to exceed the maximums laid out in legislation ($150,000 for 1 
ce, $200,000 for 2 practices, $300,000 for 3 practices) 

k our website for our tax credit calculator, where you can play around with different acreages + 
ces!

 redit Amt = Award for 1st practice + Award for 2nd practice + Award for 3rd Practice

INTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

TAX CREDIT 
S C FEEDBACKNEXT 
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pplication Process

Oct 2025. Jane reviews 
ements on CDA’s website, 
ects required documents. 
s to apply compost and grow 
ver crops on 200 acres

Nov 2025. Application opens, 
Jane submits application

Dec 2025 / Jan 2026. CDA reviews 
complete application, sends Jane a 

Notice of Completeness, and 
instructions on how to send in 

verification information

March 2026. Jane applies 
compost, and collects 
information needed for 
verification

October 2026. Jane 
plants cover crops.

Nov 2026. CDA staff visits Jane’s 
farm, verifies practices, and gives 
Jane a tax credit certificate.

April 15, 2027. Jane 
submits CO tax return, 
including tax certificate. 

Nov 2026. Jane submits all 
required verification 
documents for 2 practices

INTRO QUALIFIED 
C C S

TAX CREDIT 
S C FEEDBACKNEXT 
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Verification Process
Verification requirements will vary by practice and will 
nclude a combination of these methods:
● Soil and Materials Testing
● Receipts
● Site Visits from CDA Staff
● Time-Stamped & Geotagged Photos/Videos
● Detailed Systems Plan/Records

INTRO QUALIFIED 
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TAX CREDIT 
S C FEEDBACKNEXT 
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Thank you! 
Please sign up for updates on our website to receive the 

latest information about the tax credit program.
https://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax

Direct any questions to: cda_agtaxstewardship@state.co.us
Promote this program far and wide to your producers and let us know if you 

want a presentation at your next board meeting! 

https://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax
https://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax
https://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax
https://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax
https://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax


2023 RCPP: Colorado Northern Front Range

d Partner: Jefferson Conservation District
l Partners: Boulder Valley/Longmont CD

  Larimer CD

al Project Cost: $17,950,000
     RCPP Award:  $13,462,500 (75%)
     Match:  $  4,487,500 (25%)

nt to date:  $       14,270

eline: 2024-2029



2023 RCPP: Colorado Northern Front Range

estry, Noxious Weeds, Riparian practices
: Herbaceous Weed Treatment 
: Critical Area Planting
: Fence
: Woody Residue Treatment 
: Riparian Herbaceous Cover
: Aquatic Organism Passage
: Restoration of Rare or Declining Natural Communities
: Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
: Forest Stand Improvement



 Thoughts… 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://pythagoreionip.blogspot.com/2014/12/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


1. Summary

Meeting title
Attended participants 59 (28 Non-USDA, 32 USDA)
Start time 9/24/25, 8:31:52 AM
End time 9/24/25, 11:13:03 AM
Meeting duration 2h 41m 11s
Average attendance time 1h 45m 35s

2. Participants
Name First Join Last Leave
Jim Cecil (Unverified) 9/24/25, 8:45:35 AM 9/24/25, 11:12:18 AM
Deb Daniel - RRWCD (Unverified) 9/24/25, 8:55:22 AM 9/24/25, 9:23:24 AM
Trent Verquer-CPW (Unverified) 9/24/25, 8:55:57 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:38 AM
Garrett Stephens, JCD (Unverified) 9/24/25, 8:56:29 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:33 AM
Susan Lohr (Unverified) 9/24/25, 8:57:53 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:37 AM
Anderson,David 9/24/25, 8:57:54 AM 9/24/25, 11:11:06 AM
Miller, Justin 9/24/25, 8:58:56 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:32 AM
David Primozich 9/24/25, 8:59:19 AM 9/24/25, 9:12:11 AM
Peyton Burt CPW (Unverified) 9/24/25, 8:59:58 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:38 AM
Erica Hansen 9/24/25, 9:00:01 AM 9/24/25, 9:43:30 AM
Ahmed Hashem 9/24/25, 9:00:37 AM 9/24/25, 10:20:43 AM
Hans Manley Secretary/treasurer RRWSA (Unverified) 9/24/25, 9:00:43 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:54 AM
Barrett, Dominic (External) 9/24/25, 9:00:45 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:47 AM
Ray Aberle  (Unverified) 9/24/25, 9:00:51 AM 9/24/25, 11:13:03 AM
John Miller - CDA (Unverified) 9/24/25, 9:01:00 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:50 AM
Bill Ketterhagen 9/24/25, 9:01:56 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:33 AM
Nick Colglazier 9/24/25, 9:05:15 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:36 AM
Emily Chavez- Bird Conservancy (Unverified) 9/24/25, 9:05:29 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:37 AM
Castello,Erik 9/24/25, 9:14:41 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:48 AM
Deb Daniel - RRWCD (Unverified) 9/24/25, 9:23:57 AM 9/24/25, 10:47:19 AM
erin 9/24/25, 9:30:33 AM 9/24/25, 9:34:05 AM
Gardiner, Todd - FS, CO 9/24/25, 9:30:55 AM 9/24/25, 10:08:16 AM
Erin Spaur, CCA (Unverified) 9/24/25, 9:38:45 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:36 AM
Matt Smith - PLJV (Unverified) 9/24/25, 9:39:54 AM 9/24/25, 11:01:36 AM
Brendan Boepple 9/24/25, 9:42:07 AM 9/24/25, 10:59:38 AM
Avra Morgan 9/24/25, 9:53:58 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:57 AM
Deb Daniel - RRWCD (Unverified) 9/24/25, 10:49:35 AM 9/24/25, 11:12:35 AM
With, Elizabeth - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:45:33 AM 9/24/25, 11:13:03 AM
Freouf, Amber - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:52:48 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:39 AM
Simmons, Clifton - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 9:14:47 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:48 AM
Robbins, Kirsten - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:45:44 AM 9/24/25, 11:01:29 AM
McGovern, Theresa - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:46:04 AM 9/24/25, 11:13:03 AM
Brandner, Kindra - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:50:06 AM 9/24/25, 10:54:20 AM
Shoup, William - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:50:37 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:39 AM
Knupp, Patty - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:51:32 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:33 AM
Newton, Christine - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:53:32 AM 9/24/25, 10:58:41 AM
Troyer, Michael - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:54:36 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:37 AM

USDA-NRCS State Technical Advisory Committee (STAC)- 
Fall 2025 
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BldgA-NSPlatteConfRm(35) Poly 9/24/25, 8:54:38 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:49 AM
Cleveland, Hunter - FPAC-FSA, CO 9/24/25, 8:54:49 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:38 AM
Whitehead, Kirk - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:55:00 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:35 AM
McElroy, Brady - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:55:19 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:36 AM
Clemons, Deric - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:55:29 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:35 AM
Koch, Renee - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:55:31 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:33 AM
Pelton, Corey - FPAC-FSA, CO 9/24/25, 8:55:40 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:39 AM
Woods, Woody - FPAC-FSA, CO 9/24/25, 8:55:55 AM 9/24/25, 10:53:49 AM
Cherefko, Chad - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:56:58 AM 9/24/25, 11:11:17 AM
Evans, Clint - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:57:17 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:39 AM
Naranjo, Patrick - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:57:29 AM 9/24/25, 10:56:06 AM
Boldt, Todd - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:57:40 AM 9/24/25, 11:12:21 AM
Boudreau, Nicholas - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:57:42 AM 9/24/25, 10:51:35 AM
Stambaugh, Rex - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:59:41 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:44 AM
Keaton, Alyson - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:59:54 AM 9/24/25, 9:04:14 AM
Hunt, Lisa - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 8:59:58 AM 9/24/25, 9:52:22 AM
Vukasin, Cindy - FPAC-FSA, CO 9/24/25, 9:00:56 AM 9/24/25, 9:57:25 AM
Markus, Marissa - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 9:03:08 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:36 AM
 19705541028 (Unverified) 9/24/25, 9:07:06 AM 9/24/25, 9:30:12 AM
Basiliere, Shaun - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 9:08:46 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:42 AM
Forehand, Sean - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 9:16:42 AM 9/24/25, 9:46:57 AM
Tashiro, Joshua - FPAC-NRCS, CO 9/24/25, 9:37:45 AM 9/24/25, 11:10:35 AM
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Applications 
open Nov 2025! 

Sign up for 
updates on our 

website:
ag.colorado.gov/ag-

stewardship-tax

Starting in 2026, Colorado farmers and ranchers can 
receive a Agricultural Stewardship Tax Credit for managing 
their land in ways that:

● Improve soil health

● Boost water efficiency

● Create diverse and helpful ecosystems while
keeping your farm or ranch productive

You can still receive a rebate even if you don't owe 
taxes.

New Tax Credit for 
Colorado Farmers and 
Ranchers!
Starting in 2026, Colorado farmers and ranchers can 
receive a Agricultural Stewardship Tax Credit for 
managing their land in ways that:

● Improve soil health

● Boost water efficiency

● Create diverse and helpful ecosystems while
keeping your farm or ranch productive

You can still receive a rebate even if you don't owe 
taxes.

New Tax Credit for 
Colorado Farmers and 
Ranchers!

Applications 
open Nov 2025! 

Sign up for 
updates on our 

website:
ag.colorado.gov/ag-

stewardship-tax

http://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax
http://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax
https://ag.colorado.gov/conservation/ADCRO/ag-stewardship-tax
https://ag.colorado.gov/conservation/ADCRO/ag-stewardship-tax
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http://ag.colorado.gov/ag-stewardship-tax

	00_FINAL_ STC Agenda_September 2025
	01_FINAL_ STC Notes_September 2025
	02_Final September 24th STAC Presentations
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Fiscal Year 2025 Recap 
	Financial Programs (Farm Bill and IRA)
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Financial Programs Continued 
	Financial Programs Continued 
	Fiscal Year 2026 Preparation 
	FY2026 Colorado Geographic Area Rate Cap (GARC)
	��Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)�FY26 GARCs
	Poll Question 1 
	ALE Grasslands 
	Poll Question 2 
	Slide Number 17
	Poll Question 3 
	Slide Number 19
		�FY 26 High Priority Practice Policy
			�FY 26 High Priority Practice Recommendations
	Poll Question 4 
	Slide Number 23
			�FY 26 State Priority Resource Concerns 
	Slide Number 25
	Poll Question 5 
	Thank you 
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	2023 RCPP: Colorado Northern Front Range
	2023 RCPP: Colorado Northern Front Range
	Slide Number 68

	03_USDA-NRCS State Technical Advisory Committee (STAC)- Fall 2025  - Attendance report 9-24-25_RELEASE
	04_Ag Stewardship Tax Credit One Pager cropped (1)



