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State Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) Meeting 

AGENDA 

Thursday, January 22, 2026 

This meeting will be conducted both in-person at the PA NRCS state office and remotely via 
Microsoft Teams internet conferencing. The office address, meeting link, and a call-in telephone 

number are provided at the end of this document.  

Moderator: Denise Coleman, Pennsylvania NRCS State Conservationist 

1:00 pm Welcome/Opening Remarks – Denise Coleman, NRCS State Conservationist 

1:10 pm Brandywine Conservancy – 

• The Grassland Bird Collaboration of Chester County –
o Zoe Warner, Willistown Conservation Trust

1:40 pm Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) Project Presentation 

• Monitoring for Carbon Sequestration and Soil Health using New Approaches –
o Ann Basehore, Executive Director Capital RC&D.
o Barry Frantz, Project Technician Capital RC&D.

2:10 pm Technical Reports 

• Engineering Updates – Heather Smeltz, PE; Assistant State Conservationist for Water
Resources

• Emergency Watershed Protection and Watershed Rehabilitation Updates –
Heather Smeltz, PE; Assistant State Conservationist (ASTC) for Water Resources

• Soils Updates – Keith Shadle, Acting State Soil Scientist

• Ecological Sciences/Planning Updates – Beth Sassaman, State Biologist
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2:50 pm  Financial Program Reports 
 

• Program Overview – Ryan Cornelious, Acting Assistant State Conservationist for Programs 
 
3:00 pm  Partnership and Easement Programs Report 
 

• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) Update – Melissa Hanner, Easement 
Program Manager 

 
3:10 pm Committee Input  
 

Open Forum (may include ideas for topics or agenda items for future meetings) –  
State Technical Committee Members 
 

4:00 pm Meeting Adjourned 
 

 
Thanks for joining us today.  Future meetings are listed below. 
 
 

 
*2026 Dates for State Technical Committee Meetings: 

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 

Wednesday, July 22, 2026 

Thursday, October 22, 2026 
 
January 22, 2026, Microsoft Teams meeting link below. 
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 
  

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 267 331 447 024 1  

Passcode: Zf7NQ7GB  

 
Dial in by phone  
+1 202-650-0123,,323118991# United States, Washington  

Find a local number  

Phone conference ID: 323 118 991#  

 

State Office Address and STC Web Page Link:  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-state/pennsylvania/technical-committee  

 

STAC Handout Web Page Link:  
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/state-offices/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-state-technical-committee-handouts-
january-2026 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTk2ZGUwYTUtYTg3Mi00NWI0LWE5ZTQtMTdiOGRhNzk5ODFi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%222c81b4ad-1128-4cda-86d3-bc8894049b7d%22%7d
tel:+12026500123,,323118991
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2F51464f95-f774-44ee-8bbc-6dd420ce7951%3Fid%3D323118991&data=05%7C02%7CDayanna.Barnes%40usda.gov%7C48a79a0c41c14c43df1908ddff6c8251%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638947563745185873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fd5xwi1pPnrcTBGFPke4Ge3xajnwdaD48wy3R%2B7O5Jc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-state/pennsylvania/technical-committee
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/state-offices/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-state-technical-committee-handouts-january-2026
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/state-offices/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-state-technical-committee-handouts-january-2026

