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HOW\TO GET ASSISTANC
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lowa NRCS offers technical and financial assistance to helpfarmers, ranchers and forest landowners - regardless of
operationsize or setting on the landscape. This fact sheet explains how to get started! The back of this fact sheet lists
common conservation practices that help improve soil health,reduce soil erosion,improvewater quality, and provide
other natural resource benefits on your urban or small farm.
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PIanning To get started with Ellglblllty As part of the application

NRCS, we recommend process, we will check to see

you stop by your local NRCS field office. We'll if you are eligible. You'll need to bring:
discuss your vision for your land. NRCS provides  * Tax ID (Social Security number or employer ID)
landowners with free technical assistance, or  Aproperty deed or lease agreement to show you

advice, for their land. Common technical assistance ~ have control of the property; and
includes: resource assessment, practice design and * Afarm tract number

resource monitoring. Your conservation planner ~ You can get a farm tract from USDA’s Farm Service
will help you determine if financial assistance is Agency. Typically, the FSA office is co-located with the
right for you. local NRCS office. You only need a farm tract number if

you're interested in financial assistance.

Application We’llwalkyou. . Ranking NRCS will look at the apps and

through the application rank them according to local

process. To get started on applying for financial resource concerns, amount of conservation benefit the
assistance, we'll work with you to meet eligibility  \work will provide, and needs of applicants.
certifications. And work with you on the

application, or CPA 1200. Implementing !f you'reselected, you
Applications for most programs are accepted on a choose whether to sign
continuous basis, but they’re considered for the contract for the work to be done. You'll be
funding in different ranking periods. Ask your local ~ provided standards and specifications for completing
NRCS staff about deadline for ranking periods. the practice(s), and you will have a specified amount of

time to implement. Once the work is implemented and
inspected, you'll be paid the rate of compensation if
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer, and lender. the work meets NRCS standards and specifications.



Practice

Mulching

Description

A covered structure used
to protect crops from sun,
wind, excessive rainfall,
orcold.

A low-profile temporary
covered structure that
protects plants.

Grasses, legumes,and/
or broadleaves planted for
seasonal cover.

Applying plant residues or
other suitable materialsto
theland surface.

Planting wildlife friendly
grasses and wildflowersto
support pollinatorsand
beneficialinsects.

An above-ground

Benefits

Improves plant growing conditions
Extends the growing season
Improve plant quality

Protects plantsfrom cold, sun, and wind
Extends the growing season
Excludes pests from crops

Reduces erosion

Maintains/increases soil organic matter
Traps and cycles nutrients

Improves water infiltration and water-
holding capacity

Reduces compaction

Improves soil moisture management
Reduces weed pressure and erosion

Builds or maintains soil organic matter

Increases pollination of crops
Increases predation/parasitism of pests

Reduces soil erosion, runoff, and
improves water quality

Improves growing conditions where
soils are unsuitable for production

growingenvironment. . .

»  Reduces plant root contact with soil

contaminants

»  Improvesirrigation water use efficiency
Managing the volume, »  Minimizes irrigation-induced soil erosion
frequency, andrate of X .
irrigationwater. »  Improves plant growing conditions

»  Reduces energy use

Helping People Help the Land.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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