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Welcome

Acting ACEP-ALE Co-Coordinators since April

- Angi Dietrich, Easement Specialist

- Tim Redder, RCPP Program Coordinator

No timeframe for new Coordinator 



Please keep yourself on Mute 
during the presentation.

Questions can be entered via the 
chat feature or verbally asked at 
the end of the presentation.



Sign Up Timeline (FY2026) TENTATIVE

- January 15, 2026 – Application submittal deadline (Entities)

- January 30, 2026 – Application completeness review (NRCS)

- February 13, 2026 – All required corrections complete and returned to NRCS 
(Entities)

- April 3, 2026 – Completed Environmental Due Diligence Forms submitted to State 
Office (NRCS Field Office)

- April 24, 2026 – Ranking selections and funding preapprovals

- June 26, 2026 – Obligation deadline for parcel contract awards



High Points

- Shutdown has impacted timelines, unfortunately.

- Funding will be very competitive.

- Complete applications is a priority.

- Coordinate with your local NRCS District Conservationist ASAP so the site 
inspections can be completed when ground is visible and not snow covered.

- Entities will be notified of selections once State Conservationist approves.



Deferred Applications

 Deferral Letters will be going out to entities that had applications not selected with in the next 1-2 weeks. 

 Please keep an eye out for the letters if you have an application you would like to move forward.

 If you have an application that was not selected and deferred to the next fiscal year, we will need updated documents. 

 Any documents that were updated by NHQ or Michigan will need to be completed and submitted.

 Any documents that expired will need to be completed and submitted, such as a purchase agreement between the entity and 
landowner. 

 Any documents that need to be updated due to time frames or possible changes occurring on site will need to be completed 
and submitted, such as NRCS due diligence documents. 

 Please submit all documents, updated or original, with the original application, as a packet by the application deadline.

 If any changes in the proposed boundary have occurred or a landowner change has occurred, this is no longer a deferred application 
and will need to be submitted with all new documents. 



Revised ACEP ALE Documents in FY2026

- Michigan FY 2026 ACEP ALE Pre-application Eligibility Tool

- Michigan FY 2026 ACEP ALE Application Checklist

- Michigan ACEP-ALE Application Data Sheet (Updated for FY 2026)

- Fiscal Year 2026 ACEP-ALE Michigan Ranking Form – COMING SOON

- Current Forms available at: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/agricultural-
conservation-easement-program/michigan/agricultural-conservation 
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Michigan FY 2026 ACEP ALE Pre-application Eligibility Tool



Michigan FY 2026 ACEP ALE Application Checklist



Michigan ACEP-ALE Application Data Sheet 
(Updated for FY 2026)



Common Application Errors

- Applications mailed ON deadline instead of RECEIVED by deadline

- Incomplete/Incorrect Application Documents

- Land and Landowner Eligibility 

- NRCS-CPA-41 vs NRCS-CPA-41a



Incomplete/Incorrect Application Documents

- Please ensure all application documents are filled out in entirety. 

- Please ensure all acreage matches across all application documents – 
INCLUDING soils information from Web Soil Survey

- Please ensure all applications have all signatures needed. Signatures 
must be valid (wet signature or certified e-signature) and all on one 
copy of the document.



Common Errors that create Incomplete Application Documents – 
NRCS-CPA-41A

- Not including all landowners listed on 
the deed/title commitment in Section 
B (Landowner Information) on the 
NRCS-CPA-41A



Common Errors that create Incomplete Application Documents – 
NRCS-CPA-41A

- Values under 
Section D 
(Easement 
Value) do not 
calculate 
correctly or 
Section D is not 
complete.



Common Errors that create Incomplete Application Documents – 
NRCS-CPA-41A

- Information under Section E (Roles, Contributions, and Distributions) missing. Eligible Entity, and ALL co-
holders/third party right holders must be listed.



Common Errors that create Incomplete Application Documents – 
NRCS-CPA-41A

- Boxes on right side of signature 
sections not marked. This is a 
certification/acknowledgment section 
that must be complete. 



Common Errors that create Incomplete 
Application Documents – Aerial Map

 Aerial Map MUST include the 
proposed easement boundary, 
location (Section, Township and 
Range, show roads with labels, 
state the total application 
acreage, and clearly show the 
location of the access to the 
easement (ingress/egress or road 
frontage entry must be marked).



Common Errors that create Incomplete Application 
Documents – Application Data Sheet

 Acres of Prime Soils, Unique 
Soils and Soils of Local 
Importance comes from Web 
Soil Survey Report

 Easement Fair Market Value, 
Entity Contribution Amount, 
ACEP-ALE Dollars Requested 
and Landowner Contribution 
must match sections D & E on 
NRCS-CPA-41A.



Landowner Eligibility

 Ensure all landowners listed on the deed have Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) Certification (CCC-941 form), HEL and Wetland Certification (AD-
1026), and a CCC-902 form on file with FSA for the current program year 
(2026). 

 If landowner is an entity or trust, all members must meet FSA 
eligibility requirements. 

 If landowner is an entity or trust, signature authority documentation 
must be included in the application packet. 

 



Land Eligibility

 Ensure all land within proposed boundary is associated with an FSA Farm 
and Tract Number and has a Certified Wetland Determination and Highly 
Erodible Lands (HEL) Determination on file with FSA.  

 If there is not a Certified Wetland Determination on file, the 
landowner will need to file an NRCS-CPA-38 with their local NRCS Field 
Office. 

 If there is not a Certified Highly Erodible Lands Determination on file, 
the landowner will need to file an AD-1026 with FSA. 



NRCS-CPA-41 vs. NRCS-CPA-41A – When do I need to 
include an NRCS-CPA-41 with my parcel application?

 NRCS-CPA-41 is the 
entity application for 
an ALE Agreement with 
NRCS

 NRCS-CPA-41A is the 
parcel sheet or parcel 
application for an ALE 
Agreement with NRCS

When do I need to include an NRCS-CPA-41 
with my parcel application packet?

The only time you will need to include an 
NRCS-CPA-41 Entity Application with your 
NRCS-CPA-41A and supporting 
documentation is when your entity no longer 
has an active Program Agreement with NRCS 
and you are in need of a new Program 
Agreement to apply another parcel for ALE. 



Final tips & takeaways to ensure a complete application 

 Utilize the required checklist while putting the application packet 
together for final submittal.

 Have a colleague double check the application documents for 
completion and accuracy before you submit to NRCS.

 Create and utilize a shapefile to ensure consistent acreage across all 
documents.

 Have your landowner work closely with their local NRCS Service Center 
and FSA Service Center to ensure eligibility for both land and landowner.



Reminders - Monitoring

 Please don’t forget that ALL closed easements must have a Monitoring Report 
submitted to NRCS annually. 

 You may use your own form but will need to ensure they are completed and 
accurate. 

 Submit all Monitoring Reports to the NRCS Easement Program Specialist via 
email (angela.dietrich@usda.gov) – If your entity has set up a share site that 
you have shared with NRCS, you do not need to email the forms.

 NRCS monitoring is completed by the fiscal year, not calendar year. If you 
complete monitoring on 10/01/2025, it is considered a 2026 Monitoring Report.

mailto:angela.dietrich@usda.gov


Misc. & Wrap Up

- Work to address preliminary title clouds (minerals, ingress/egress, mortgage 
subordinations, leases, etc.)

- Deeds need to be your final version when submitting for NRCS review, especially 
if you have co-holder(s) requiring language.

- NRCS Internal Controls (IC) reviews are still required prior to parcel contract 
signing and preclosing (allow min 30 days each).

- Regular communication/updates helps us keep track of where you are in the 
process.



Misc. & Wrap Up

- Loss of staff at all levels has affected some of the processes.

- MDARD is still requiring PA116s to be listed as a coholder.  Legislation pending 
could impact this.

- Please be diligent in completing annual, required monitoring of existing FRPP & 
ALE easements and providing NRCS a copy.



QUESTIONS?
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