NRCS State Technical Committee
9:00am Tuesday, November 28, 2023
U of A CES State Office, Little Rock, AR

Agenda attached.

Meeting called to order by Amanda Mathis, NRCS, at 9:00am.
Members present: (Sign-in sheets & zoom list attached)

Opening Comments

e Mike Sullivan, NRCS State Conservationist
o Gave a progress report on 2023
= CSP -AR had the most obligations of any state at ~$47M
= EQIP $79M
= Staffing increases- NRCS at over 300 employees
o Worked on national/state priorities- Equity, Urban, Climate, Partnership
and training
» Partner Agreements are needed to help deliver, expect 2 notices of
funding in FY24- one for IRA and one for traditional technical
assistance
o Completed program rollout meeting with all staff-
= EQIP/CSP to proceed concurrently.
o IRA Funds - $58 million FY24 Allocations (certain restrictions with IRA)
o Remain in a continuing resolution which has certain restrictions such as
travel
o Working to simplify programs
= RCPP improvements underway
» Target to make improvements to CSP
o Want feedback from State Technical Committee- through subcommittees or
otherwise.

Subcommittee Reports

¢ Grazing Lands Subcommittee — Jeremy Huff
o No formal recommendations from spring meeting to report on
o Discussion on adding payment scenarios for hay distribution under practice
590
o Disscussed 805 Amending Soil Properties with Lime as a high priority
practice
o Fall Meeting was held November 21, 2023



= Reported on newly approved payment scenario within the 590
Nutrient Management practice
» Discussed adoption of the 805 Amending Soil Properties with Lime
» Fence 382 specification will need updates (cross member length and
remove cedar as an upright post material type)
= New graphics available on many job sheets/specs
e Water Quality Subcommittee — Canton Ford
o See attached slides with maps
o No formal recommendations
o FY23 NWQI Obligations were presented
o FY24 NWQI Requests — 4 projects approved with 2 new ones:
» Bayou Bartholomew, primarily cropland
» Lower Little Red , mix of cropland and pasture
o FY24 Source Water Protection Updates
= Map of current and proposed focus areas (some new for FY24)
= 328, 320, 340, 390, 391, 393, 590 Practices
o Edge of Field Monitoring FY24
» National Bulletin soliciting new projects will be released in late winter
o Streambank Floodplain Workgroup
= Meeting on December 14t
» Meeting details to follow
» First meeting will be virtual
e Alternative Crops — Troyce Barnett
o Meeting held September 19t
o No formal recommendations
¢ Water Quantity — Rodney Wright
o See attached slides
o Spring 2023 Minutes
o Brought subcommittee up to date on recommendation status
o Lowering the yardage eligible for land leveling
= Considered using practice code 462 but does not apply for land being
leveled for irrigation
» Instead edited the minimum yardage required for the 464 Land
Leveling practice.
e Reduced from 100 yards minimum down to 60 yds
o Adjusting the pumping plant automation equipment
» 533 Pumping plant lifespan = 15 years- this outlives most technology
= If technology has failed might be able to use the “Reapplication of
failed conservation treatment” clause to allow for reapplication
» New Furrow Irrigated Rice Scenario



» Arkansas Online Irrigation Scheduler — to return in 2024 with

revisions

o Pitless Tailwater Recover System and possible methods to provide cost
share were discussed.
o New Business Summary

Arkansas Governor orders updated plan to guide water policy,
investment

e Energy Subcommittee — Stephen Smedley

O

O
O
O

See attached slides
Met on September 7, 2023
Looking to expand reach of committee
Need new Energy TSPs - TSP Shortages — no new TSPs coming
forward
Training needs — sealant in poultry houses and construction
techniques
Include ventilation, insulation, and multiple practices in 2024 CIG
Suggestion to include more CAFO in local funding pools
Out of state TSP
= Reach out to utility companies, HVAC, or insulation consultants
» QIorTSP
High Priority Practices Recommendations
" 374
* 670- Energy system
» 672 — Building envelope
= New recommendations would not be available at higher rate
until 2025

e Wildlife Subcommittee — Ryan Parker

O
O

See attached slides

Recommendation #1 - Expand the current 25 WLFW — Bobwhite
Counties to algin with the western eco regions

Recommendation #2 - adoption of Aquatic Connectivity
framework for FY25 to focus on habitat connectivity between center
of stream through flood plain habitat

Recommendation #3 - revising the AR State Specification for
Practice 422 Hedgerow Planning related to width and number of
TOWS.

Need to produce shrubs in AR, hoping to connect with Bachum
Nursery to grow some

Updates on biological job sheet update

" 643, 645, 0649,



o Update on the feral swine program — 9,261 hogs eradicated
¢ Forestry Subcommittee — Doug Akin

o See attached slides

o Met on November 15, 2023 held at Bachum Nursery

o 85 participants

o Agenda included

Agroforestry practices Forest Farming/379 and Alley
Cropping/311

Minimum number of pine trees per acre that should be
acceptable in tree or shrub establishment

612 Practice Specifications

Forest Stand Improvement/666 Scenario 78 - possibly could
use it in thinning dense pine plantation

No recommendations from the Forestry Subcommittee at this
time but feedback was solicited at the meeting, and it is
anticipated that feedback will be incorporated in
recommendations for the spring State Technical Committee
meeting

¢ Urban Conservation — Katy Brantley
o See attached slides
o Meeting on September 21, 2023
o Recommendation #1

Adjust how we described/define urban ag to be more inclusive
of all animal productions and community agriculture
e Small-scale operations producing crops and/or animals as
part of a community, local, or regional food system
e Continue to refine at a state level with partners to ensure
we are all using similar descriptions for all programs

o Recommendation #2

Continue to provide guidance on resources and NRCS programs
available to small-scale/urban producers
AR Urban website
Make small scale scenarios list available
e On website
e In urban conservation practices workbook

o Recommendation #3

e Translate outreach documents into other languages
o Spanish
o Hmong



o Burmese
o Marshallese
o Recommendation #4
= Make the locally led process more inclusive and accessible
o Recommendation #5
» High raised beds as an approved scenario instead of a variance
o Recommendation #6
= New CIG guidance for urban ag
e Urban (new definition on slide)
e Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion — Kennard Williams
o Meeting on October 23, 2023
o Follow up meeting with State Engineer
= Deep tillage — recommendation to be added back into the
practice list- as financial assistance practice for alternative crop
situations and HU and Socially Disadvantaged. Addresses
concerns with small operations were compaction is an issue.
e If approved, would not be eligible until FY25
= November 16, 2023
e Water wells — NHQ amended to 5 years
o State engineer can approve high HP pump on a
case-by-case basis
o Combustion pumps may need to be larger than 10
HP due to vendor issues
o Change the verbiage to pre-approved
¢ Land smoothing
o Changed to 2 — 5-year irrigation history for non-
irrigated ground
e Land leveling is for irrigated ground
¢ Soil Health Subcommittee — Keith Scoggins
o Meeting on November 21, 2023
o Project Updates
» Economics
= Poultry litter project
» Five Oaks closed out one CIG project and started a new one
o Regenerative Agriculture
» Decide not to require certification
o 336 — Soil Amendments
» Evaluate waste materials for compost
= Create a compost “cheat sheet”



o Soil Health Conference
= To be held in Jonesboro, AR
» AACD & Arkansas Soil Health Alliance sponsor
= Tentatively to be held in November 2024

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission — Garrick Dugger

e Provided an update on the new Private Lands Habitat Division
o New Division as of about 10 months ago
o 8 — 10 private lands biologists
o Austin Booth, AGFC Director, encouraged more focus on private lands
» AGFC has worked to leverage partnerships
e Quail Forever — 8 Farm Bill Biologists
e 5 Member Strike Team (fire breaks and prescribed burns
e Ducks Unlimited- moist soil management biologist
e National Wildlife Turkey - one forester
e US Fish and Wildlife Service — hire a new person for the Cache
river area
» Deer Management — currently 1 million acres enrolled and work with
deer clubs
e Agreement with APHIS - $400,000 to answer nuisance wildlife
calls and hiring additional feral hog technician
o Leadership Team
» Farm Bill Liaison — Harvey “Bubba” Groves
* $3.5 million new cost share program — targeted 9 conservation
practices
e Application process will be announced soon
e To start in December 2023/January 2024
» Bubba Groves spoke to his new role as Farm Bill Liaison
e Talked about the need for strong relationships
¢ Going to meet with the area conservationists to see how they
can partner to meet the needs of landowners

Inflation Reduction Act Practices — Corey Cornelious

¢ See handout in meeting packet and attached slides
e Highlighted practices in handout are new practices
o Evaluation Criteria and Review Process
» Input and Feedback
» Prioritization



» Evaluation Documentation and Just
= Review Teams
» Recommendations for next list
o Criteria #1 — Mitigation benefit
» Does it have a direct impact on greenhouse gas emissions reduction
or removal
» [sit being evaluated for specific implementation and geography
o Criteria #2 — Benefit Estimation
= Science based methodology for quantitatively estimating mitigation
benefits
» Additional guidance
o Must be supported by scientific literature
o Process Flow Chart
» Meets both criteria
e Add to list fully
» Meets Criteria #1 and methodology can be added as “provisional”
e Develop methodology
» Does not meet Criteria #1 or #2 then does not get added
» Evaluation Team must be identified
= Additional information and justification for recommendation
» Key literature
o Some key practices in Arkansas and not currently approved as primary
practices which means use of IRA funding to support their implementation
is very limited or not available.
= Irrigation Reservoirs and tailwater recovery systems
o Input Opportunities
» New practice requests must be submitted March 2024- need to
leverage all available data to help get listed at least as provisional
o Need to engage with those who may have data or
information now that can help support the case

Program Updates

e Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)— Corey Cornelious
e See attached slides
e FY24 Program Signups
o FY24 we are announcing signup both CSP Classic and EQIP General at
the same time
o News release went out announcing sign up deadline as December 8,
2023
o IRA, CIC, MRBI and other initiatives are included



o Expanding opportunities for ACT NOW in FY24 and will be announcing
them soon
o ACT NOW will include Urban/High Tunnel, IRA Soil Health, IRA
Energy, and CSP Urban
o EQIP IRA Strategies
» Soil Health
e 30 counties
e CSAF Practices 328, 329, 345, 340, 590 and 336
e Facilitating Practice — 595
e ACTNOW - Yes
* Energy/CAFO
e Statewide
e CSAF Mitigating Practices — 374, 670, 672, 313, 367
e Facilitating practice — 316
e ACT NOW - Yes
» Forest/Wildlife
e Statewide
e CSAF Mitigating Practices — 14 practices listed
e Facilitating practices — 490, 338 & 394
» Grazing/EQIP CIC (CIC is the bridge between EQIP & CSP)
e Conservation Incentive Contract (CIC)
e Statewide
o CSAF Mitigating Practice — 528
e Facilitating practices — 15 practices
» Rice/Irrigated Cropland
e 21 counties in east Arkansas — counties have been added and
will still take suggestions
e CSAF Mitigating Practices: 449 (AWD), 430 Separate
Category
e Facilitating Practices — 464, 533, 410, 587, 443, 646, Soil
Health, 449
Categories and funds are subject to change

RCPP and MRBI- Dianne Schlenker
o See attached slides
o Shared watersheds where new watershed assessments are planned for
FY24
o Shared watersheds with MRBI financial assistance funds for FY24
o Share FY24 RCPP Projects and projected funding



o Shared status of FY23 RCPP Proposals and announced newly selected
projects.

e Conservation Stewardship Program - Sherry DeGraphenreed
o See attached slides
o Shared comparison of FY22 and FY23 total obligations
o Top 10 practices and activities and new bundles for FY24
o FY24 Program Signups and Strategies

e Agriculture Conservation Easement Programs- Alexis Cook
o See attached slides
o Share FY23 program accomplishments
o Provided information on IRA as related to WRE and ALE
o Seeking to expand work with ALE during FY24
o FY24 Program Signups
e PL566 Small Watershed Program- Randy Childress
o Tremendous work going on with AR Blake Mayors Association projects
= 6 engineering firms are working on 14 sites
o Over 500 letters sent with 11 scoping meetings being held and 8
outreach meetings hosted — 28 events over the last 40 days.
Bayou Meto under construction — turned on pumps for first time
Grand Prairie awarded additional funds and under way
Departee Creek construction stalled until riparian easements are secured
Projects going in West Fork of the White River
All total over $225 Million in PL566 project work going on in the state

O O O O O

Closing Remarks — Mike Sullivan, AR NRCS State Conservationist

State Conservationist Comments

e Talked about the opportunities and challenges
o Tailwater recovery systems were not included due to several factors and
needs evaluation to see if the benefits out way the concerns
» Reduce negative impact on ground water decline
o Convene a small group to discuss the benefits such as reduction in fossil
fuel that might outweigh the concerns
= Work with Rodney Wright and Stephen Smedley
o All IRA funds must be spent by 2025/2026



O

Pumping plants were approved if converting from diesel to electric
Irrigation pipeline approved

Prescribed burn is shown for pasture but not for forestry/wildlife — more
data needed (338)

Recommendations need to be submitted by March 15, 2024, for approval in
2025

Upcoming activities and need to get outreach done earlier than later to be
sure that landowners and producers have time to participate.

Urban emphasis with a new Urban County Committee to be formed
Working Lands for Wildlife — focus on aquatics and partnerships regarding
species needs and habitats

IRA Discussion — looking for input for 2025 with more discussion on
prescribed burns

The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm.
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State Technical Committee Meeting Agenda

State Extension Office Building Auditorium
2301 South University, Little Rock, AR 72204

Nov 28, 2023

Registration for in-person attendance: https://forms.office.com/r/bnxTU1jvgp

Registration for ZOOM: https://bit.ly/Fall-2023-ASTCM-Zoom-Registration

9:00am -1:30 pm

Welcome & Opening Remarks

Subcommittee Reports (max 8 mins each)

Grassland

Water Quality

Soil Health

Alternative Crops

Water Quantity

Energy

Wildlife

Forestry

Urban Conservation

Outreach, Equity, and Inclusion

AGFC - Private Lands Division

Inflation Reduction Act Practices

Lunch (11:30-12:15)

Program Updates-

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)

Partnership Programs (RCPP/MRBI)

Agriculture Conservation Easements Program (ACEP)

Watershed Programs

Open Discussion

Closing Remarks & Adjourn

Mike Sullivan

Jeremy Huff
Canton Ford
Keith Scoggins
Troyce Barnett
Rodney Wright
Britt Hill

Ryan Parker
Doug Akin
Katy Brantley
Alvin Peer

Garrick Dugger
Bubba Groves

TBD

Corey Cornelious
Sherri DeGraphenreed
Lori Barker

Dianne Schlenker
Alexis Cook

Randy Childress

All Attendees

Mike Sullivan



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FbnxTU1jvqp&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.mathis%40usda.gov%7C4ab3c6752c36448a720108dbd97fcc02%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638342915142480122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fuat2TPBIw5J16hvNK7zoPelIgA785ocn71CMCptDjw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FFall-2023-ASTCM-Zoom-Registration&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.mathis%40usda.gov%7C4ab3c6752c36448a720108dbd97fcc02%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638342915142480122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ir4O0qA5b1pJqHA1FxClVZFptWQ9I%2B%2B%2B4CNmEaUiy8A%3D&reserved=0

Spring Meeting — May 25, 2023
> - No formal recommendations

= - Discussion on adding payment scenarios for hay distribution that would aid
in nutrient management

=) - Discussion on recommending the adoption of an interim standard “805
Amending Soil Properties with Lime.”

High Priority Practice Discussion in August

=> - The subcommittee recommended “805 Amending Soil Properties with Lime
as a high priority practice.”

Fall Meeting — November 21, 2023

- Discussed the approval of a new payment scenario within the 590 Nutrient
Mgmt standard for hay distribution.

=) - Discussed the adoption of the 805 Amending Soil Properties with Lime
standard.

=) - Discussed changes to Fence 382 specifications.
=> - No formal recommendations.




ARKANSAS



Account Name Contracts| Total Obligation | Total Acres|HU Contracts| HU Obligation

NWQI: Brush Creel-Roberts Creek 5 5 6943400| 188.00 1 5 649 34
NWQIL Departee Creele-WillowSlough 2 5 B646200| 30020 0 3 -

WNWQI: Upper Village Creek 6 $ 92151200 | 246780 3 5 384.790.00

NWQI: Saline Headwaters 14 $ 47330900 | 26870 ] 5 61975934

Totals 27 51,550,717.00 | 3,224.70 10 51.005,198.68




NWOQI Project Project Lifespan Annual Fund Request | Project Fund Request Total
Upper Village Creek FY2023-FY2026 Y 60013985 | § 2,400,559 .40
Saline Headwater FY2023-FY2026 s 40000000 | § 1.600,000.00
Litile Red FY2024-FY2027 S 51943000 | S 2.077,720.00

Lower Bayou Bartholemew FY2024-FY2027 S 1,183,09495| § 4.732,379.80
Total projected for FY24 s 270266480 | 5 10.810.659.20







FY24 Source Water Protection Priority Practices

e 328 Conservation Crop Rotation

e 329 Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till
e 340 Cover Crop

e 390 Riparian Herbaceous Cover

e 391 Riparian Forest Buffer

e 393 Filter Strip

e 590 Nutrient Management



Edge of Field Monitoring — FY24

- National Bulletin soliciting new projects should be released in late winter

Streambank-Floodplain Workgroup
«  Will meet December 14th

* Meeting details will be sent soon

* First meeting virtual only



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or
USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other
than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request
a copy of the complaint form, call
(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
http://program.intake@usda.gov/

FALL 2023
STATE TECHNICAL
COMMITTEE MEETING
(WATER QUANTITY REPORT)

Lead:
Rodney Wright, Ph.D. State Water Management Engineer



Fall 2023 Water Quantity Subcommittee
Tuesday, September 19, 2023
Zoom only meeting

AGENDA

l. Spring 2023 Minutes

II. Old Business
Ill. New Business — \Water Plan
V. Closing



Committee supports a formal recommendation to

lower the yardage eligible for land leveling by
adding 462 to the list of Arkansas practices.

CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES

This practice applies to fields where depressions, mounds, old terraces, turnrows, and other surface
irregularities interfere with or adversely affect surface drainage, erosion control, and equipment operation.
This standard does not apply to land leveling for irrigation.|Refer to NRCS Conservation Practice Standard

(CPS) Imgation Land Leveling (Code 464) for this purpose.

462-Scenario 1: Precision Land Forming
and Smoothing, Low Shaping

Yardage: 60-124 cy/ac
Payment Rate: $250.87/ac [$151 @ 60%]



Committee supports a formal recommendation to
lower the yardage eligible for land leveling by
adding 462 to the list of Arkansas practices.

464-Scenario 1: Irrigation Land Leveling

From NRCS Arkansas EQIP Guide:
Yardage: 600 yds. V
Payment Rate: $2.13/ yd3 [$1.28 @ 60%]



Committee supports a
formal recommendation to
adjust the lifespan of
pumping plant automation
equipment in Arkansas

533, Pumping Plant Lifespan = 15 years
449, IWM Device = 1 year
443, Surge Valve = 15 years




Working Lands Conservation Programs Manual
530.43 Contract Requirements

D. Contract Completion and Expiration

(3) The contract ends once it passes the
expiration date and neither the participant nor
NRCS has any further responsibilities under
the contract...




Working Lands Conservation Programs Manual
530.64 Reapplication of Failed Conservation Treatment

Requirements

(1) Active or completed contracts may be
modified to provide for reapplication...that
was completed and failed, provided all
the following conditions are met:

(i) Failure was caused by circumstances beyond
the participant’s control...



Committee Supports Furrow Irrigated Rice Scenario in EQIP

Manage water levels in rice fields for \/
the entire growing season to
minimize greenhouse gas production

...One: alternate/wetting and drying
(AWD) flood management.
Two: managing rice water

requirements by intermittent furrow

irrigation, usually referred to...as
furrow-irrigated rice (FIR) or row rice.



5\0 Free irrigation scheduling alternatives for

Irrigation Water Management — 449, Basic Level

\\) 0
N Arkansas Online Irrigation Scheduler

?\6
2O



Pitless Tailwater
Recovery System
-Dr. Chris Henry



Working Lands Conservation Programs Manual
512.31 Payment Schedules

B. Requirements for Developing Payment
Schedules

(4) One Payment Schedule Per Practice.—
Payment schedules may only address the costs
associated with a single stand-alone
practice...Payments for other stand-alone
practices may not be bundled or included in
another stand-alone practice payment
schedule...




Bundling,—
If contracted
as one PTRS

Pitless Tailwater Recovery System (PTRS)
Itemized Funding — EQIP, 60%, FY23 - Below is allowed

practice.

F:;:::e Practice Name/Scenario Name Payment Unit Pa;:lznt :::nr:téa:; Quantity
533 |Pumping Plant
Electric-Powered Pump Less than or Equal to 5 HP | no pressure tank Brake Horse Powe| $1,06881 |5 ss5o00000 5
Advanced Pump Automation Each $512974 |5 s500000 1
Variable Frequency Drive Brake Horse Powe $75.92 5  66,000.00 5
430|Irrigation Pipeline
Intake or Res Discharge, Steel, IPS Feet $2512 5 75,500.00 9
Stand Pipe, Steel, IPS Feet $246 92 5 75,500.00 8
449 Irrigation Water Management
Rice Intermittent Flood All Season Acres $26.53 No Caps 40




University of Arkansas Pitless Tailwater
Recovery Irrigation - Various codes

A program participant wanting to install the Pitless Tailwater
Recovery Irrigation system in a Furrow Irrigated Rice field may

apply for financial assistance by selecting several existing
practice codes...

* 533-Pumping Plant
* 430-Irrigation Pipeline
* 449-Irrigation Water Management.

2024 EQIP GUIDE - ENTRY




60% Contract

Practice Payment| Payment Item
Code Practice Name/Scenario Name Unit Rate Quantity | Payment
533 Pumping Plant
Electric-Powered Pump Less than or Equal to 5 HP, no pressure tank BHP $1,289.94 5 S 6,450
Advanced Pump Automation Each  $4,596.20 1 S 4,596
Variable Frequency Drive BHP S  75.63 5 S 378

430 Irrigation Pipeline
Intake or Res Discharge, Steel, IPS Feet S 39.06 4 S 156
Stand Pipe, Steel, IPS Feet S 352.58 8 S 2,821

449 Irrigation Water Management
Rice Intermittent Flood All Season Acres S 25.27 40 S 1,011

$15,412

« Survey bottom 1/2 to 1/3 of field, may need irrigation land leveling
practice to direct drainage to pit.
« SCTs/CETs will need to make sure the pit is set at the proper depth.




0 0O



AGWI| Ranking Adjustments

Committee was in favor of:

* Adjusting ranking to make reduced
groundwater use a priority.

* Review Tiers system to make sure the
most critical needs are addressed.



Arkansas

Groundwater Initiative
(AGwI)

\/ No More Tiers
Ranking Adjustments
Pending



OLD BUSINESS SUMMARY
v 464-Land Leveling Recommendations

O Timeframe related to Pump Automation Equipment
v Row Rice Scenario in EQJIP

v’ ?-UA Irrigation Scheduling, IWM Basic Alternatives
O Pitless Tailwater Recovery System

v’ AGWI Tier / Ranking Adjustments




Arkansas governor orders updated plan to guide
water policy, investment

Ryan Benefield, P.E., Deputy Director,
Arkansas Natural Resources Division



FALL 2023
STATE TECHNICAL
COMMITTEE MEETING
(WATER QUANTITY REPORT)

v Old Business
v" New Business

v High Priority Practices
v Arkansas Water Plan




Energy State Technical
Committee Meeting

Britt Hill, Environmental
Engineer
Office: 501 301 3183
Mobile: 870 714 9976
joseph.hill@usda.gov



mailto:roger.cousins@usda.gov

Energy Subcommittee

September 7, 2023

 Members present
Debbie Moreland
Randy Bushea
Yi Liang
Tiffany Williams
Shannon Griffin
Britt Hill



Outreach to attract new energy TSPs

Training needs
* Proper use of sealant in houses and construction techniques
« Developing application, funding pools, ranking questions

Include ventilation, insulation and multiple practices for
the 2024 CIG

Recommendation to include more CAFO energy practices
in the locally led work group process



TSP must be a registered engineer or certified energy
manager.

Current TSPs are aging out and no new TSPs.

Out of state TSPs provide an unusable audit

Reached Cherie Lafleur, Catherine Stanley, Kip Pheil for
guidance on TSP shortages and received some great
ideas on how to fill in the gaps.

e Utility Companies, HVAC or insulation contractors
e QlorTSP

e FY2024 CEMA 228 for Agricultural Energy Assessment does not
require the use a TSP

e TSP for FY2024 Agricultural Energy Design (DIA 120)



High Priority Energy Practices

New High Priority Practice Recommendations for FY24

« CPS 374 - Energy Efficient Ag Operation

Development and implementation of improvements to reduce or
improve the energy efficiency of on-farm energy use.

« CPS 670 — Energy Efficient Lighting System

An agricultural lighting system with increased energy efficiency.

« CPS 672 - Energy Efficient Building Envelope

A boundary between a conditioned space and an unconditioned space
that meets or exceeds best practices for energy efficiency.






- The subcommittee recommends a change to expand the current 25 WLFW - Bobwhite
Counties to the Western Ecoregions 1 through 5 below.

- The subcommittee recommends using a combination of AGFC Quail Focal Areas, updated
Conservation Opportunity Areas, and areas where current WLFW dollars have been
implemented to refine ranking questions that determine where funds are prioritized.




- The subcommittee recommends the adoption of WLFW - Aquatic Connectivity Framework for
FY25 in Arkansas to focus on habitat connectivity between center of stream through
floodplain habitat.

- The subcommittee recommended bring together a working group to complete the Aquatic
Framework survey and put forward a request by February. The working group will work in
tandem with the new NRCS Streambank/Flood Plain working group.




- The subcommittee recommends the adoption of WLFW — Aquatic Connectivity Framework for
FY25 in Arkansas to focus on habitat connectivity between center stream through floodplain
habitat.




- The subcommittee recommends revising the AR State Specification for Practice 422 Hedgerow
Planting (last revised in December 2004).
1.) Mirror the language in the 422 Standard regarding minimum hedgerow width and number of
rows requirements.
2.) Eliminate 25% evergreen requirement.




Other Updates: Need for AR Shrub Production

Will create a list of Native AR Shrubs that make sense for use in urban/small scale
and wildlife habitat projects and submit list to Arkansas Forestry Division Baucum
Nursery.




Other Updates: BIO JOB SHEET UPDATE

643 Restoration of Rare and Declining Natural Communities
COMPLETE: JS/IR/IS — Woodland Thinning
COMPLETE: JS/IR/IS — Glade Restoration
COMPLETE: JS/IR/IS — Prairie/Savanna Restoration

645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
COMPLETE: JS/IR — Habitat Monitoring and Management Scenario
- Spring Breeding Bird, Fall Covey Count, Photo Point

649 Structures For Wildlife
COMPLETE: JS/IR Downed Tree Structures
COMPLETE: JS/IR Edge Feathering

420 Wildlife Habitat Planting
COMPLETE: IR — Native Pollinator Plantings
NOT COMPLETE: JS — Native Pollinator Plantings
NOT COMPLETE: 327/420 JS/IR Pollinators for Urban Ag



Other Updates: Feral Swine Program

Calendar Year 2023
Arkansas FSECPP Results

Calendar Year 2023 Number Trapped and Dispatch
Jan 620
Feb 874
March 2,261
April 1,239
May 1,251
June 1,362
July 1,029
August 1,729
Sept 1,497
Oct

Nov

Dec

Total 9261




In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal
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Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or
USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other
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To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request
a copy of the complaint form, call
(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
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Forestry Subcommittee met on November 15, 2023

44 people signed the attendance record

Agenda items included

» Agroforestry practices Forest Farming/379 & Alley Cropping/311
« Minimum number of pine per acre that should be acceptable
in Tree/Shrub Establishment/612 (practice specifications)

* Forest Stand Improvement/666 Scenario 78 — possibly could use it in thinning
dense pine plantations

Each agenda item was thoroughly discussed including the barriers and opportunities
of implementing each practice and scenario.

No recommendations from the Forestry Subcommittee at this time, but feedback was solicited

at the meeting and it is anticipated that feedback will be incorporated in recommendations
for the spring State Technical Committee meeting.



Arkansas



e Based on discussions at the
small farm and urban
agriculture subcommittee
meeting

o September 21, 2023

e 30 members in attendance in-
person and virtually






Recommendations

Adjust how we describe/define urban ag to
be more inclusive of all animal production
and community agriculture

« Small-scale operations producing crops and/or
animals as part of a community, local, or
regional food system

« Continue to refine at a state level with partners
to ensure we are all using similar descriptions
for all programs



Recommendations

Continue to provide guidance on resources
and NRCS programs available to small-
scale/urban producers

* AR urban website including small farm
resources and program information

« Make small-scale scenarios list available:
e On website
* |n urban conservation practices handbook



Recommendations

Translate outreach
documents into more

languages spoken in
Arkansas

« Spanish
 Hmong
 Burmese
 Marshallese



Recommendations

Make the locally led process more inclusive
and accessible

e Some members are not aware of these

meetings, where they take place, or how to get
more information for their area

e Requested a way to make meeting
announcements more publicly available



Higher raised beds as an approved
scenario instead of as a variance
request to make it clear that
accessibility is important to NRCS



Appreciated new CIG guidance for urban ag:

o Urban Agriculture comes with unique conservation
challenges and opportunities. We are accepting
proposals that demonstrate innovations that support
conservation of natural resources in urban agriculture
contexts, particularly the development and
implementation of innovative new tools, approaches,
practices, and technologies. Projects could include but
are not limited to:



Recommendations

Appreciated new CIG guidance for urban ag:

Demonstration of resource concerns and conservation practices associated
with controlled environment ag methods such as hydroponics, aeroponics,
aquaponics, and vertical farming.

Evaluation of conservation adoption and approaches for urban and small
farms and how they are similar to or different from current NRCS programs
and opportunities. This evaluation also needs to include suggestions for how
NRCS can improve programs and opportunities.

Demonstration of the environmental effectiveness, utility, affordability, and
usability of conservation practices in a small farm or urban setting that could
be added to the list of approved NRCS conservation practices.

The adaptation of existing NRCS conservation practices to better support and
increase adoption on a small or urban farm.

Demonstration of new NRCS conservation practices that help small and
urban producers adapt to the impacts of climate change, through increased
resiliency on the farm, increased carbon sequestration, or other methods.



usbD. United States

— Department of
— Agriculture

Thank you!

State Urban Conservationist
Katy Brantley Katy.Brantley@usda.qov



mailto:Katy.Brantley@usda.gov
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| * Internal (146 recommendations)
nput and Feedback i
» External (RFI, Direct, Etc.)
Prioritization » Climate Office
« SMEs — S&T and SSRA

Evaluation « NDLs
Documentation
« SMEs

and Justification

* Climate Office

« NDL
Review Teams e S&T
« SSRA

» Other Agency

Recommendation for
next list

Mitigation Activity Evaluation Process



 Criteria 1 — Mitigation Benefit
 Criteria 2 — Benefit Estimation

Criteria must be supported by scientific literature



Criteria 1

v' Does the activity result in
direct impact on .... net
greenhouse gas emission
reduction or removal within a
given scope....as supported by
the scientific literature?

v Is the activity being evaluated for
a specific implementation and
geography?

v' Will the bengfit be realized and
persist for at least the NRCS
practice lifespan?

v Will benefits be direct on-farm
reductions or energy reductions?



Criteria 2

v' Does NRCS have a science-
based methodology for
quantitatively estimating
mitigation benefits using
available NRCS activity data?

v |Is the methodology aligned with
supporting evidence and activity
data?

v" Does the method account for
specific types and variation
of implementation of an activity?

v" Are both emissions and reductions
from all GHG accounted for in the
methodology?



Criteria 2

Additional guidance

v' Leverage existing tools and
models

v' As sophisticated as feasible,
with improvement over time

v' Expressed in metric tons CO2e
v Comprehensively documented



Process Flow Chart

1. Meets both criteria
- Add to list fully

2. Meets criterion 1 and a
methodology can be developed

- Add as “Provisional”
- Develop methodology
-> Add fully in future

3. Meets neither criteria
- Do not add to list



Evaluation Recommendation Document

Activity Name and Code:

(if applicable) Specific Implementation / Narrative:
Evaluation Team Members:

Date:

Criterion 1
Does the activity satisfy criterion 1?7 Justification:

Criterion 2
Does the activity satisfy criterion 2? Justification:

Evaluation Team Recommendation

Additional information and justification for
recommendation

Key Literature



Evaluation Recommendation - Example




Evaluation Recommendation - Example




Expanding Climate Solutions

 Approach that is:
 Science-based

« Systematic, documented, transparent
* Flexible
* Locally led

 Keep in mind:
* Provisional activities
« Systems approach - Facilitating practices
« QOpportunities outside of IRA






Opportunities for Input — On-going

Input on-going on Climate SharePoint Site



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=5zZb7e4BvE6GfuA8-g1Gl8VtTs0t88BBoEM-5VLuAm9UMzBRS1pWUTEzMUM3WEowU1NESjU5UDhEWS4u

Opportunities for Input — On-going
How to develop more input for consideration?

« Continue to work with
o Partners
Regional Technology Support Centers
National Teams
National Discipline Leads
SMEs at other agencies

O O OO



CONSERVATION
STEWARDSHIP
PROGRAM
UPDATES

State Tech Committee Fall Meeting 2022




2022 vs 2023
Classic

CSP Classic 2022 CSP Classic 2023

Comracts |

Obligations $23,587,481.57 Obligations $36,000,000
Contracted Acres 133,465.4 Contracted Acres 133,465.4




2022 vs 2023
Renewal

CSP Renewal 2022 CSP Renewal 2023

Comracts 152

Obligations $6,466,989.08 Obligations $10,400,000.00
Contracted Acres 34,942 .4 Contracted Acres 75,700




CSP IRA 2023 -

CSP IRA FY 2023

Contracts 186

Obligations $10,629290.52
Contracted Acres 97,868.5
* YEARONE

 MORE PRACTICES AND ENHANCEMENTS
ADDED

 FUNDS AVAIALABLE FOR CONTRACTING
UNTIL 9/30/2031 (INCREASED FUNDING)



CSP URBAN 2023 -

CSP URBAN FY 2023

Contracts |11

Obligations $134,192
Contracted Acres 293.7

 FIRST YEAR

« FOCUS IS ON MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES

« ACT NOW BEING OFFERED

« NEW $4000.00 MIMIMUM PAYMENT

* New outreach and fact sheets created for
CSP to assist producer and field staff.



Top 10 Base

Practices
Planned

Code |Practice ltems [Extent Units
328Conservation Crop Rotation 199 219,112.5Ac
329Residue and Tillage Management, No Till 33 22,724.4Ac
338Herbaceous Weed Treatment 35 7,409.8Ac
340Cover Crop 123| 55,068.5Ac

Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced
345[Till 148 158,555.6/Ac
394Firebreak 18 143,968.0Ft
449|Irrigation Water Management 169 178,614.0Ac
590Nutrient Management 182 186,639.5Ac
595Pest Management Conservation System 126 149,827.8Ac
Shallow Water Development and
646Management 90 32,962.6Ac




Top 15
Enhancements

Planned

E300EAP1 Existing Activity Payment-Land Use 2,435 1,992,223.0Ac
E315A Herbaceous weed treatment to create plant communities consistent with the ecological site 131 24,236.1Ac
E328A Resource conserving crop rotation 94 100,986.2|Ac
E328D Leave standing grain crops unharvested to benefit wildlife 337 134,823.0)Ac
E329A No till to reduce soil erosion 70 28,109.4|Ac
E340A Cover crop to reduce soil erosion 259 85,734.2|Ac
E340B Intensive cover cropping to increase soil health and soil organic matter content 88 39,884.5|Ac
E345A Reduced tillage to reduce soil erosion 651 637,493.9Ac
E345C Reduced tillage to increase plant-available moisture 81 49,143.0)Ac
E345D Reduced tillage to increase soil health and soil organic matter content 140 124,238.2|Ac
E511A Harvest of crops (hay or small grains) using measures that allow desired species to flush or escape 114 54,012.0Ac
E5280 Clipping mature forages to set back vegetative growth for improved forage quality 157 30,955.2|Ac
E595A Reduce risk of pesticides in surface water by utilizing precision pesticide application techniques 426 466,982.6/Ac
E595B Reduce risk of pesticides in water and air by utilizing IPM PAMS techniques 368 292,267.7|Ac
E646A Close structures to capture and retain rainfall for waterfowl and wading bird winter habitat 356 148,313.1Ac




New Enhancements/Bundles: FY24

* E329F - No-till into green cover crop to improve soil organic matter.

* quantity and quality

* E340J - Cover crop to improve moisture use efficiency and reduce salts

* E372A — Switch to Renewable Power Source

* E372B - Renewable Energy Source for Large Internal Combustion Engines

* E484D - Lowbush Blueberry Mulching for Moisture Management

* E528U - Contingency Planning for Resiliency

* ES95H - Improved crop management to control wheat stem sawfly

* E643D - Low-tech process-based restoration to enhance floodplain connectivity

* BOOOFSTS - Forest Bundle #5 - Increase Carbon Sequestration and Storage



E420A — Trees removed as option for pollinator species to select from

ES512L — Added Land Grant University recommendations as criteria for nutrient and/or soil
amendment application when Interseeding forbs and legumes

ES528A — Added Forest as a land use for improved Prescribed Grazing
ES528C — Added Forest as a land use for establishing refuge area for improved Prescribed Grazing

ES90A — Added Strategy option Nature-based fertilizer and Soil Amendments. removed
requirement for EFF technology application to supply at least 50% of phosphorus needs.

ES90D — Corrected reference to Technical Service Provider (TSP) requirement to state, Qualified
Individual is needed to perform and verify equipment and map requirement.

ES95D — Required refuge area % changed and areas with the highest risk listed
BOOOFST1 — Forest Bundle #1 — Addition of E612B as an option to include



Retired Enhancements/Bundles: FY24

* E512E - Forage and biomass planting that produces feedstock for
biofuels or energy productions



CSP

OPPORTUNITIES

NEW FOCUS AREAS




CSP ORGANICS

* This 1s funding pool can be used by certified and transitioning too an organic
system producers.

* Land uses- cropland, pasture, forestry, AAL

* Comprehensive Conservation Plan (requires use of TSP) equivalent to CAP
PLAN in EQIP

 BOOOCPL22 Crop Bundle #22

* Enhancements available if within organic production guidelines



FY 2024 CSP IRA Strategy
Soil Health/Rice

* Counties: Arkansas, Jetferson, Desha, Lincoln, Chlcot Drew, Lonoke, Prairie
Woodruff, Monroe, White, Crlttenden, Lee, Cralgl MlSSlSSlp i, (ireene, élay,
Poinsett, St Franc1s, Cross, Conway, Faulkner, P askl, Pope, Jackson, Lawrence

* CSAF Mitigating Enhancements: All enhancements on the list.

NIPF IRA

* Counties: Statewide
* CSAF Mitigating Enhancements: All enhancements on the list

** Possible that some of the CSP Renewals could also be
obligated with IRA funds



Questions?

Comments?
Concerns?







USDA

— ——
_ United States Department of Agriculture

Conservation Innovation Grants 2023

Three approved CIG project for 2023

v'Delta Conservation: Developing water efficient regenerative organic
system of rice intensification in the greater Mississippi Delta Region

v'Five Oaks Ag Research and Education Center: Effects of Set-Aside
Practices on Soil Health

v'Division of Agriculture of the University of Arkansas: Economic Budget
Calculator for Conservation Practices: Producer Education



USDA

— ——
_ United States Department of Agriculture

Delta Conservation: Developing water efficient regenerative organic system of rice
intensification in the greater Mississippi Delta Region

1. Delta Conservation will devote 30 acres of specially-prepared land to finding the most
environmentally benevolent, water efficient, and economical rice production method
possible in the Lower Mississippi Alluvial Valley, commonly called “the Delta.”

2. The project will combine regenerative organic system of rice intensification in a row
rice format with a small surface water recirculation system.

3. Over three years we will test multiple combinations of rice varieties, seeding rates,
planting patterns, cover crops, and organic fertilization in small trials next to one
another to identify and develop the most successful methods.



USDA

[ —

—_—
_ United States Department of Agriculture

Five Oaks Ag Research and Education Center: Effects of Set-Aside Practices on Soil Health

* This on-farm conservation research will use innovative techniques to compare soil
health under four treatments ranging from conventional, zero-grade rice agriculture to
multi-year set aside.

* It will investigate if “Set Aside practices” have measurable improvements on soil health
in zero-grade fields with a history of rice production. This project meets multiple
Arkansas State Priorities as it will examine effects of different practices on soil health
and utilizes novel drone technology to monitor treatments

* Project will quantify soil health in terms of:
» 1 soil organic carbon concentration

» 2 carbon mineralization potential

» 3 aggregate stability (Soil Health Institute 2022).

* |t will also examine microbial communities that play an important role in nutrient
cycling and crop performance.



USDA

— ——
_ United States Department of Agriculture

Division of Agriculture of the University of Arkansas: Economic Budget Calculator for
Conservation Practices: Producer Education

* This project is to take a refined financial calculator that is currently being
used by producers and use it to assist producers in determining economic
cost/benefit of irrigation and cover crop practices.

 These models are specific to Arkansas and have support from all commodity
boards. The focus will be implementation for advisors and producers.

 NRCS Standard Practices: Irrigation Water Management; Cover Crop;
Irrigation System, Surface and Subsurface; Irrigation System; Tail Water
Recovery; Irrigation Reservoir Economic Budget Calculator for Conservation

Practices: Producer Education



USDA

— ——
_ United States Department of Agriculture

2024 CIG Areas of Concern

2024 Areas of concerns — | will send them to Amanda to email
out. Please review and let us know by December 15th, 2023,
of edits that you see need to be made

* Nutrient and Sediment Reduction in Impaired Watersheds : 2 topics

* |rrigation: 6 topics

* Soil Health: 8 topics

* Pasture:2 topics

* Climate Smart: 1 topic

e Urban Agriculture: 5 topics
* ENERGY:????



2024 Local Workgroup Meetings

* We are drafting the bulletin to be released by late
January for the 2024 Local Workgroup Meetings to be
held by later part of March.

* The timing has been moved up with the intent to allow
the different partners to use the winter months to more
participation in the meetings.



Mississippi River Basin Initiative
(MRBI) & Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP)
Updates

Dianne Schlenker
Initiatives Coordinator

RCPP POC
Telework: 501-412-9852
dianne.schlenker@usda.gov

Roger Cousins

Partnership Program Specialist
Telework: 870-805-8073
roger.cousins@usda.gov



mailto:dianne.schlenker@usda.gov
mailto:roger.cousins@usda.gov

Priority Watersheds



2 Phase Process

Readiness Phase: First year

fact finding-gather information
through the watershed assessment.

Implementation Phase:

Second year starts managing the
program with funding cycles for
conservation practices



Watershed Assessments for FY24

Cagen Creek-White
River

Sugarloaf

Upper Strawberry



Targeting in the Watershed



Implementation Phase:
Second year starts
managing the program
with funding cycles for
conservation practices



Implementation Phase

Multi year managing program
> 4 year budget
» EQIP and CSP
» Financial Assistance for EQIP 75/25

» Concentrates on system approach using
core and supporting practices

» Adaptive management
» Targets producers in the watershed
» Outreach is on going

» Goals are developed with obtainable
outcomes

» Partner support through in-kind or cash



MRBI projects for FY24



MRBI Implementation Phase Funding

Candy Creek

Canal 43

Twin Creek

Izard Lower Strawberry
County Line Strawberry

Flat Hills

Glade-Raft-White Oak Creek
Lee County

Lower White-Bayou Des Arc
West Craighead

Big North Creek-Strawberry
Arkansas County Lower White
Honey Cypress Buffalo
Lower Strawberry River

FY2021-FY2024
FY2021-FY2024
FY2021-FY2024
FY2021-FY2024
FY2022-FY2025
FY2022-FY2025
FY2022-FY2025
FY2022-FY2025
FY2022-FY2025
FY2023-FY2026
FY2023-FY2026
FY2023-FY2026
FY2024-FY2027
FY2024-FY2027

$500,140
$1,500,003
$1,270,516
$300,000
$364,408
$666,428
$1,323,400
$1,500,000
$1,846,417
$1,504,825
$421,725
$1,416,826
$1,563,610
$750,000
$14,928,298

$500,140
$1,171,502
$992,273
$300,000
$364,408
$666,428
$1,033,575
$1,171,500
$1,442,051
$1,175,268
$421,725
$1,106,541
$1,221,179
$750,000
$12,316,591



Regional Conservation
Partnership Program
(RCPP) Update



Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

Stand Alone program - $25 million
> Partner contacts NRCS to discuss project — identify
resource concerns-

> Partner obtains support from other partners to met
contribution criteria

» Partner designates project area and targeted area

> Partner decides with input from NRCS the practices to
be offered

Partner develops proposal to address 4 major areas:

Impact, Partner Contribution, Innovation and
Partnership Management.

Partner develops goals and outcomes.

Proposal is submitted through RCPP portal.
Proposal is evaluated in state by evaluation team
Recommendation is submitted from State Con
Chief of NRCS has final award authority of project.

Once project is awarded funding-negotiations start
between Lead state and Partner to develop agreement.

YV VY

YV YV VVY



FY24 RCPP Projects Receiving FA



FY24 AR RCPP Project Funding

Project Name Project Type FY24 Funding | Payment Rate

Buffalo River Watershed Enhancement
Project

East Arkansas Delta Regional
Conservation

North Arkansas Quail Focal Landscape
Renewal

AR LA CDN Open Pine Landscape
Restoration *

KKAC AR MS Conservation & Social
Consortium *

Restore the Earth — Pilot Private Sector
Investment *

War Eagle Watershed Initiative

Conjunctive Water Use Protects Mid-
South Aquifers

Totals

Land
Management

Land
Management

Land
Management

Land
Management

Easement

Easement

Land
Management

Land
Management

$400,000

$2,800,000

$248,000

$619,500

$838,000

$1,973,334

$800,000

No funding but
continued work

$3,200,413

75/25
75125

75/25

60/40

PPA signed

Working on SA

PPA signed

Working on SA

75/25



Recently

Submitted Proposals

Partner Project Funds Funding
Type Requested | Pool

KKAC Conservation and
Outreach
Generate Capital-Biochar

Mississippi River Trust
Chestnut Carbon LLC

KKAC Land Enrichment

Restore the Earth

Northwest Arkansas Land
Trust

Land

Management

Land

Management

Easements

Easements

Easements

Easements

Easements

$14,608,470

$15 million

$25 million
$22,865,854

$23,239,980

$25,000,000

$650,000

AFA/State
Multi State

CCA

State/Multi
State

CCA

CCA

State/Multi
State

Not funded

Not funded

Funded
Not funded

Not funded

Funded

Funded



Questions?
What is on the horizon for
RCPP?

Dianne Schlenker

Initiatives Coordinator

RCPP POC

Telework: 501-412-9852
dianne.schlenker@usda.gov

Roger Cousins

Partnership Program Specialist
Telework: 870-805-8073
roger.cousins@usda.gov



mailto:dianne.schlenker@usda.gov
mailto:roger.cousins@usda.gov

Quick Comparison of the Landscape Initiatives
e e

Partner Involvemen yes
Contribution (inkind/cash) yes-required
Desired 1 to 1 match yes

Length of Project in ye: 5 year agreement

Resource Concerns all

[Pracices
Targeting land treatment yes
Required Reporting by partner Heavy
NRCS en no

yes
Portal access-computer yes
DUNS/SAM number needed yes
Support letters from partn yes
Input on CART/Ran yes

p gre yes

Land Activity Type

Land Use Type all
Source water protection sources identified yes
Eligible area whole state

Eligible funds available $25 million limit

Financial assistance rate usually 75/25

Required watershed assess no

HU consideratio yes

Responsibility of measurable outcomes Partner

Proposal development Partner
Compete nationally yes

Most flexible yes
yes

Strategy Plan no

county involveme yes

Land management

yes
yes-encouraged
no

4 years

Water Quality/Quantity
approved MRBI list
yes

Moderate to Light

yes

no

no

no

no

yes
no

EQIP/CSP
cropland/pastureland

yes

12 digit HUCs from focus map
based on assessment

75125
yes

yes
NRCS

NRCS with input from District
yes between MRBI states

no

no

yes

yes

yes
yes-encouraged
no

4 years

Water Quality

approved NWQl list
yes
no

yes
no
no
no
no

yes
no

EQIP

cropland, pastureland woodland

yes
identified watersheds
based on assessment

60/40
yes

yes
NRCS

NRCS with input from District
yes

no

no

no

yes






ACEP-WRE —-an overview

- 278,536 acres of conservation easements spread over 736
easements

« 274,828 acres restored across 723 easements
« With 3,708 acres of restoration remaining on 13 easements



Restoration and reforestation activities

 Wetlands Created, Restored or Enhanced — 7
Easements — 2,196.45 Acres

e Tree Planting -Hardwoods — 15 Easements —
2,217.15 Acres



2023 Wetland Reserve Easements — Activities

* Number of Easements Selected for Acquisition - 3 Easements
* Number of Easement Acres Selected for Acquisition —395 Acres

e 2023 Funding to be obligated for Acquisition and restoration -
$1,485,589



FY23 ACEP-WRE

Number of Easements selected for acquisition - 3

e Number of Easement Acres Selected for Acquisition —
773 Acres

e 2023 Funding to be Obligated for Acquisition and Restoration
- $1,485,589

e Tri- state WREPs - 2022 - 1 easement, 39 acres, $150,601
e HU enrollments - 3 easements, 773 acres, $1,485.589



Agricultural Conservation Easements (ALE)

We are working with a couple of land
trusts and hope to have some ALE
Easements in process in the next FY.



IRA - WRE

Highly organic soils that will optimize the soil carbon sequestration potential and prevent
increased greenhouse gas emissions through the maintenance of existing noncultivated areas,
restoration of previously cultivated areas to perennial vegetative cover, and restoration of the
natural hydrology to keep the soils saturated and anaerobic.

2. Prior converted or degraded wetlands that will be restored to native (adapted or alternative)
forests (e.g., bottomland hardwood forests)

3. Program eligible, existing forest habitat that will be maintained as forest habitat through an
NRCS-approved forest management plan.

4. Approved localized priorities: a. Restorable cranberry bogs
b. Montane wet meadows
c. Ephemeral wetlands



IRA- ALE

1. Program-eligible agricultural lands currently
classified as grassland or native vegetation (e.g.,
sagebrush, tall grass prairie) where NRCS has 1dentified
a high threat of conversion to a non-grassland use.

2. Program-eligible cropland or grassland where NRCS
has 1dentified a high threat of conversion to a non-
agricultural use.

3. Active agricultural rice cultivation on subsiding
highly organic soils.



QUESTIONS



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender






FY 2024 Program Signups

* For FY24 we are announcing signups for both CSP Classic and
EQIP General at the same time.

* News release should go out this week and application cutoff will
be December 8, 2023.

* IRA, CIC, MRBI, and other initiatives are all part of the
announcement.

* We are expanding opportunities for ACT NOW in FY24 and will
be announcing those signups later this fall.

 ACT NOW will include Urban/High Tunnel, IRA Soil Health, IRA
Energy, and CSP Urban.



FY 2024 Program Updates

EQIP IRA Strategies

* Soil Health

* Energy/CAFO

e Forest/Wildlife

* CIC/Grazing

* Rice/lrrigated Cropland



USDA

— ——
_ United States Department of Agriculture

FY 2024 EQIP [RA Strategy

Soil Health

* Counties: Clay, Greene, Mississippi, Craighead, Poinsett, Jackson, Lawrence, Independence,
Crittenden, Cross, St Francis, Lee, Phillips, Monroe, Woodruff, Lonoke, Prairie, White, Arkansas,
Desha, Jefferson, Lincoln, Drew, Ashley, Chicot, Pulaski, Faulkner, Conway, Pope, Miller

* CSAF Mitigating Practices: 328, 329, 345, 340, 590, 336.
* Facilitating Practices: 595
* ACT Now: Yes



USDA
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FY 2024 EQIP [RA Strategy

Energy/CAFO

* Counties: Statewide
* CSAF Mitigating Practices: 374, 670,672, 313, 367
* Facilitating Practices: 316
* ACT NOW: Yes



USDA
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FY 2024 EQIP [RA Strategy
Forest & Wildlife

* Counties: Statewide
* CSAF Mitigating Practices: 612, 666, 380, 381, 383, 384, 390, 391, 420, 422, 342,327, 393, 643
 Facilitating Practices: 490, 338, 394



USDA
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FY 2024 EQIP [RA Strategy
Grazing/EQIP CIC

 Counties: Statewide
* CSAF Mitigating Practices: 528
* Facilitating Practices: 382,512, 314, 315, 516, 614, 561, 810, 378, 484, 642, 533, 342, 574, 805
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FY 2024 EQIP [RA Strategy

Rice/lrrigated Cropland

* This strategy is still under review on how we can make it work with IRA funds could have more
changes.

* Counties: Lonoke, Prairie, Arkansas, Jefferson, Phillips, Lee, St Francis, Cross, Crittenden,

Craighead, Poinsett, Greene, Mississippi, Monroe, White, Desha, Lincoln, Chicot, Independence,
Jackson, Randolph

» CSAF Mitigating Practices: 449(AWD), 430 Separate Category
* Facilitating Practices: 464, 533, 410, 587, 443, 646, Soil Health, 449

** These are initial strategies for EQIP IRA funding for Arkansas. Categories and funds allocated are
subject to change.



USDA
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Questions can also be submitted to the email box at
AR-Programs@usda.gov:
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