
MN STAC:  Grazing Sub-committee Updates
October 2024  |                  Jeff Duchene:  State Grazing Lands Specialist



General format
• Partner Updates
• Upcoming events
• Guest Speakers
• NRCS Information, Updates, etc.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A few principles of grazing/forage management that need to be taken into consideration.



Ecological Services Livestock Network

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At our June meeting, Karl Hakanson gave presentation about this group as he was one of the founding members that helped get this going.  The focus is using livestock as a management tool to achieve ecological services, such as using goats to control buckthorn or grazing sheep beneath solar panels.  



Ducks Unlimited 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Liam Bonk presented.  



Conservation Partners Program RFP 
Overview

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Todd Hogrefe



Updates to 382 Fence Material 
Specifications and Standard Drawings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Added Several new standard drawings and more information about acceptable materials.
Solicited feedback from members of the Grazing committee.
New Drawings:  
Diagonal braces
8’ tall woven and high tensile fences (and associated brace assemblies).  
Added portable fencing options
In September, finalized 6’ tall woven, barbed, and high tensile fence options.  



ICPS 827:  Strategic Harvested 
Forage Management

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Provided updates in the ICPS 827.
Offering through EQIP in FY2025.
The practice is ready to be loaded onto the FOTG, but the website is experiencing technical difficulties since early September.  Hopefully, it will show up soon.
Currently finalizing the planning worksheet.  Hope to have that out soon as well.



ICPS 822:  Non-ruminant Livestock 
Outdoor Management of Vegetative 
Cover

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduced the 822 ICPS.  Pigs and poultry grazing.  Ultimately to provide technical guidance to reduce resource concerns when raised on pasture.  We will be bringing this into our tech guide in FY2025 with the goal to offer it as an option in EQIP in FY2026.  I introduced this practice at our last Grazing committee meeting in September.  Caleb Langworthy with Savanna Institute and Jonathan Kilpatrick with SFA offered to assist ith developing technical guidance for this practice.  We are currently working on developing guidance for this practice.    



Other Items
• Caleb Langworthy:  Savanna Institute
• Re-capped FY2024 program results. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A few principles of grazing/forage management that need to be taken into consideration.



Grazing Equipment and Demonstration 
Trailer

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Procured a grazing trailer this past spring to be used for trainings, field days, workshops, etc.
House/show equipment for:
Fencing
Watering Systems
Other grazing-related items
Has a TV to be able to show videos on grazing management/how to install infrastructure.
Working on outfitting the trailer now.  Worked with BWSR TTCP to obtain almost all of the fencing equipment needs.  Will procure the rest through NRCS.
I also need to do some work on the trailer itself to get that outfitted properly.  Goal to get that done before spring.  It is functional and operational now.  
Let me know if you have events where this may be useful.



Grazing Equipment and Demonstration 
Trailer



Grazing Trailer



Model of Tire Tank



USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Jeff Duchene
State Grazing Specialist

Office: (651)-212-1977
jeff.duchene@usda.gov

MN NRCS
YouTube channel

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If anyone is interested in joining the sub-committee, please let me know.
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