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Farm Bill 2018 and IRA
Programs Overview
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IRA
• On August 16, 2022, President Biden 

signed the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
into law. It is a historic, once-in-a-
generation investment and 
opportunity for the agricultural 
communities that USDA serves. 

• IRA promotes climate-smart 
agriculture and provides assistance to 
landowners to implement climate-
smart conservation activities. 
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The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
promotes coordination between NRCS and its partners to 

deliver conservation assistance to producers and 
landowners. NRCS provides assistance to producers through 
partnership agreements and through program contracts or 

easement agreements.
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• RCPP 2025 • FY 2024 Proposals are under review

• National Funding Opportunity FY 25 
TBD
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RCPP Active Projects
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RCPP Active Projects
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Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities
 USDA’s Partnerships for Climate Smart 

Commodities seeks to build and expand market 
opportunities for American commodities 
produced using climate-smart practices.

 USDA is investing over $3 billion in approximately 
140 pilot projects through this effort. These 
projects, led by project partners will:
 Provide assistance to producers to 

voluntarily implement climate-smart 
production practices on working lands; 

 Pilot innovative and cost-effective methods 
for quantification, monitoring, reporting and 
verification of greenhouse gas benefits

 Develop markets and promote the resulting 
climate-smart commodities. 
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Supporting Producers and 
Landowners in Alabama & Georgia

 Producers are invited to explore opportunities to 
participate in Partnerships for Climate-Smart 
Commodities projects, which are led by partners 
external to USDA. 

 USDA’s goal is to ensure that its programs and 
investments are available to everyone and that 
underserved, small, medium and large-scale 
farmers can participate and prosper, including early 
adopters. 

 All of the projects funded through this effort must 
meaningfully involve and benefit small and/or 
underserved producers.

Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced Till - 345 
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Resources Available
• USDA Program Fact Sheets
• On-Farm Guidance and 

Innovation
• In addition to NRCS, local and regional 

agricultural organizations, like Cooperative 
Extension, Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, and other partners also offer 
trainings and expertise.

• https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/alabama

• https://www.farmers.gov/your-
business/urban-growers

• https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-
assistance/other-topics/urban-agriculture

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/alabama
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/alabama
https://www.farmers.gov/your-business/urban-growers
https://www.farmers.gov/your-business/urban-growers
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/other-topics/urban-agriculture
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/other-topics/urban-agriculture
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Finding your Local Service Center
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Stay Connected!
• Sign up for E-mail updates at: 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
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Any Questions?

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. "The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of 
its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity 

and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)."   To file a complaint of discrimination, write to:  

USDA Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or 

(800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
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Frank Cochran
Resource Conservationist – Programs Staff

FY2025 Outlook
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Utilize Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry 
mitigation activities

Subset of 39 conservation practices and associated enhancements

Examples:
Residue and Tillage Management, Cover Crops, Nutrient Management, Prescribed 
Grazing, Riparian Forest Buffers, Tree/Shrub Planting, Forest Stand Improvement, 

Energy Efficiency

Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
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ACT NOW

Policy that attempts to “fast-track” program application to contract obligation

- in FY2024, mandated 5 activities
- we used 7 EQIP initiatives:
 - Urban Ag
 - Climate Smart
 - High Tunnel
 - Irrigation
 - CPA, DIA, CEMA
 - Energy
 - Blackbelt Landscapes Initiative Pilot
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Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP)
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- Must meet Stewardship Threshold 
- 5-year contracts
- $200,000 max obligation
- Two operation types
 -Agland (crop and pasture)
 -NIPF
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National Mandates:
• 5% Socially Disadvantaged
• 5% New and Beginning
• 40% Renewals
• 60% New Applications (Classic)
• Organic Pool
• Landscape Initiatives (Longleaf)
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-  Will have Nationally developed 
Payment Schedule

- Develop document that specifies 
eligible Activities in the State
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Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)
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National Mandates:
• 10% Wildlife
• 50% Livestock
• 5% Socially Disadvantaged
• 5% New and Beginning
• 5-20% Conservation Incentive Contracts
• National Water Quality Initiative
• Landscape Conservation Initiatives
• High Tunnel Initiative
• On-Farm Energy Initiative
• Strikeforce
• Organic
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EQIP Payment Schedule
• New in FY2025, counties within an Office of Personnel 

Management (OPM) Locality Pay Area will have a different 
EQIP payment schedule

• There are three areas in Alabama:
– Atlanta--Athens-Clarke County--Sandy Springs, GA-AL
– Birmingham-Hoover-Talladega, AL
– Huntsville-Decatur, AL-TN
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Initiatives
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Longleaf Pine Initiative

Establishment and Management of Longleaf Pine

Prescribed Burning and Management of existing stands prioritized.
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WLFW – Gopher Tortoise

Establishment of Low-Density Longleaf stands and 
Management of Critical Habitat for Gopher Tortoise
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WLFW – Bobwhite Quail

Forest and Grassland management practices to improve 
critical habitat for Bobwhite Quail
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Shortleaf Pine

Establishment and management of Shortleaf Pine
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White Oak

Establishment and management of White Oak
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Eastern Hellbender

Habitat development and water quality practices
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38
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Urban Ag Initiative

High Tunnel Systems and associated practices for Urban 
Farms 



United States Department of Agriculture



United States Department of Agriculture

Climate Smart Ag

Cover Crops, Conservation Crop Rotation, Residue 
Management, Nutrient Management, Prescribed Grazing



United States Department of Agriculture

Livestock Mortality

Incinerators, Static Bin and Rotary Drum Composters, 
Dehydrators
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Conservation Planning Activities

- Conservation Planning Activity (CPA)
- Design and Implementation Activity (DIA)
- Conservation Evaluation and Monitoring 
Activity (CEMA)
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Irrigation Efficiency

-Conversion to low Pressure Center Pivot
- Retrofit High Pressure to Low Pressure
- Variable Rate Conversions
- Soil Moisture Sensors
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National Water Quality 
Initiative (NWQI)

Practices improving both Water Quantity and Quality
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Source Water Protection

Higher payment rate on selected practices to incentivize 
adoption to address water quality and quantity of Alabama 

water sources.
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High Priority Practices

Higher payment rate for 10 practices that are not readily 
adopted within the state and address water quality and 

quantity.
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Conservation Incentive 
Contracts (EQIP-CIC)
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• Intended to be a bridge between Classic EQIP and the 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

• Separate payment limits
• 5-year contracts
• Contain Annual Payments
• Set up Priority Areas

– Must cover the entire state
• Designate up to 3 Resource Concerns per Area/Land Use
• Use minimum of 5% general EQIP allocation (up to 20)
• Use designated ‘Climate Smart’ management practices

53
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• FY2025 proposed:
– High Priority Area was the State Boundary
– Eligible Land Uses

• Crop and Pasture
– Resource Concern Categories:

• Crop:
– Soil Quality Limitations
– Concentrated Erosion
– Field, Sediment, Nutrient and Pathogen Loss

• Pasture:
– Degraded Plant Condition
– Livestock Production Limitation
– Field, Sediment, Nutrient and Pathogen Loss

– Practices: 
• Crop: 328, 329, 340, 590, 595
• Pasture: 528 (included supporting practices for infrastructure)

54
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Alabama EQIP FY2025 and forward

• Maintain emphasis on Locally Led Process
• Bolster partnerships that foster HU participation
• Increase Urban Agriculture work
• Increase adoption of Source Water Protection and High Priority 

Practices 
• Expand Conservation Incentive Contracts
• Maintain Soil Health and Irrigation Efficiency momentum 

• Please provide feedback to Jason Gardner and Frank Cochran
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FY 2025 CSP/EQIP sign-up deadline: 

November 1st, 2024
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Any Questions?

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. "The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and 

expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)."   To file a complaint of discrimination, write to:  USDA Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
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