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Farm Bill 2018 and IRA
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IRA

« On August 16, 2022, President Biden
signed the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
into law. It is a historic, once-in-a-
generation investment and
opportunity for the agricultural
communities that USDA serves.

 IRA promotes climate-smart
agriculture and provides assistance to
landowners to implement climate-
smart conservation activities.
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The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
promotes coordination between NRCS and its partners to
deliver conservation assistance to producers and
landowners. NRCS provides assistance to producers through
partnership agreements and through program contracts or
easement agreements.
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« RCPP 2025 « FY 2024 Proposals are under review

« National Funding Opportunity FY 25
TBD
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. . NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Program
RC P P ACtlve P rOJ @ CLS Project Title: Partnership to Advance Climate-Resilient Longleaf Restoration and Conservation on Private Lands in Alabama and Georgia
Project Partner Lead: National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
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Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities

» USDA’s Partnerships for Climate Smart
Commodities seeks to build and expand market Y
opportunities for American commodities
produced using climate-smart practices.

Partnerships for Climate-
Smal iti

5. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Georgia :

Climate-

= USDA is investing over $3 billion in approximately
140 pilot projects through this effort. These
projects, led by project partners will:

Visit the

Supporting Producers and ornershipsfoy
L ama

Commodities

Visit the

Supporting Producers and Eoannershipicy

» Provide assistance to producers to
voluntarily implement climate-smart _
production practices on working lands; Spperimites Dotvrne

A hers,and forest
landowners are on the front fines of climate

Creating Market
Opportunities, Delivering
Climate Solutions

Amer hers,

nd forest
i

» Pilot innovative and cost-effective methods
for quantification, monitoring, reporting and
verification of greenhouse gas benefits

» Develop markets and promote the resulting
climate-smart commodities.
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Supporting Producers and
Landowners in Alabama & Georgia

= Producers are invited to explore opportunities to

participate in Partnerships for Climate-Smart e
Commodities projects, which are led by partners Climate-Smart
external to USDA. website
= USDA’ goal is to ensure that its programs and '%"Erp*d':dmfm
investments are available to everyone and that Producing Climate-
underserved, small, medium and large-scale 2l
farmers can participate and prosper, including early Costs
adopters. Technical Assstance

to Implement
Climate-Smart
Practices

= All of the projects funded through this effort must

4. More Productive

meaningfully involve and benefit small and/or grdRedilent
underserved producers. 5. Understanding

of Climate-Smart
Benefits on Your
Farm
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ALABAMA CLIMATE-SMART COMMODITIES PROJECTS

M Erroll in one of the 27 projects taking place in Alabama covering 48 major commodities. Contact one of
f the partners listed below or visit the Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities website to learn more
about climate-smart markets, premiums and incentives.

J
DAIRY &
LIVESTOCK

A Greener World

American Farmland
Trust

American Lamb Board

American Sustainable
Business Institute, Inc.

Farm Journal
Field to Market

Low Carbon
Technologies, LLC

National Association of
Conservation Districts

Texas ARM University
(Kingsville)

TH Cattle Company, LLC
The Nature Conservancy
Truterra, LLC

Tuskegee University
University of Tennessee

Yale University

6%

ENERGY CROPS

A Greener World

Archer-Daniels-Midland
Company

Farm Journal
Field to Market

Mississippi State
Uni\rersg

National Association of
Conservation Districts

National Black Growers
Cou

Truterra, LLC

U.S. Cotton Trust
Protocol, LLC

University of Illinois

Yale University
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FRUIT, VEGETABLE &
SPECIALTY CROPS

@%@@

FORESTS &
AGROFORESTRY

A Greener World

American Forest
Foundation

American Lamb Board
Oregon Climate Trust
The Nature Conservancy
Tuskegee University

University of Tennessee

GEORGIA CLIMATE-SMART COMMODITIES PROJECTS

Enrollin one of the 28 projects taking place in Georgia covering 47 major commodities. Contact one of

DAIRY &
LIVESTOCK

A Greener World

Accelerating Appalachia,
Inc.

American Farmland
Trust

American Lamb Board

American Sustainable
Business Institute, Inc.

Farm Journal
Field to Market

Low Carbon
Technologies, LLC

National Association of
Conservation Districts

National Center for
Appropriate Technology,
Inc.

South Dakota State
University

Texas A&M University
(Kingsville)

TH Cattle Company, LLC
The Nature Conservancy
Truterra, LLC

Yale University

8%

ROW &
ENERGY CROPS

A Greener World
Accelerating Appalachia,
Inc.
Archer-Daniels-Midland
Company

Farm Journal

Field to Market

National Association of
Conservation Districts

National Black Growers
Council

National Center for
Appropriate Technology,
Inc.

Truterra, LLC

U.S. Cotton Trust
Protocol, LLC

‘Yale University

Ny
3

FRUIT, VEGETABLE &
SPECIALTY CROPS
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A Greener World
Accelerating Appalachia,
Inc.

American Forest
Foundation

American Lamb Board
National Center for
Appropriate Technology,
Inc.

Oregon Climate Trust

South Dakota State
University

The Nature Conservancy
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Resources Available

« USDA Program Fact Sheets

 On-Farm Guidance and
Innovation

+ In addition to NRCS, local and regional
agricultural organizations, like Cooperative
Extension, Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, and other partners also offer
trainings and expertise.

* https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/alabama

* https://www.farmers.gov/your-
business/urban-growers

* https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-
assistance/other-topics/urban-agriculture

Applying for USDA
Programs

How to establish eligibility for USDA
Programs through NRCS

Landownder Application Needs
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2. FOrmAD-1026; Certifies your land's compiance

conservation regulations.
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s and

‘After ll applications have been
evaluated and ranked, applications vl
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g
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ou can find yourocal e offce
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Program Application &
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Your NRCS representative will enter
2 inc programs

Ioctor Necescry o cn be found
‘at wwnwnrcs.usda gov/applications-
‘and-forms.

not wish to utlize direct deposit.

USDAis 2n equal opporturity provider, employer, and lender.
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Finding your Local Service Center

“ O 0w [ httpsy//www.nres.usda.gov/contact/find-a-service-center?state=&county=

EE An official website of the United States government Here's how you know

Subscribe @ About NRCS farmersgov USDAgov Stete Offices
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CONSERVATION BASICS GETTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS & INITIATIVES RESOURCES NEWS & EVENTS CONTACT

Find Your Local Service Center

‘ Q Search > |

USDA Service Centers are locations where you can connect with Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or Rural Development employees for your business
needs. Enter your state and county below to find your local service center and agency offices. If this locator does not work in your browser, please visit officesusda sov.

Alabama + I-F‘\easesatect- tI ‘ SEARCH ‘

AskUSDA One central entry point for you to access information and help from USDA 45K A QUESTION

O Ask USDA gov o/ 1-833-ONE-USDA = askusda@usda.gov
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Stay Connected!

« Sign up for E-mail updates at:
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected

() hitpsy//www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
Stay Connected with USDA
Signup for Free Email and Text Message Alerts

Farmers, ranchers, partners, and stakeholders can now subscribe to receive free email and text message
communications directly from your local USDA Service Center.

On This Page

w9 What Information is Available?
9 How to Subscribe

9 Additional Resources

L

What Information is Available?
Subscribers will receive important information on programs, eligibility requirements, and deadlines from:

« Farm Service Agency (FSA)
« Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

* Risk Management Agency (RMA)

« Other USDA agencies

How to Subscribe

1. Enter your email address in the field below to subscribe to our updates, or to access your subscriber preferences.

2. Receive email choose to receive text message alertse.

3. Select your preferences by topic, state or local service center. Topics range from disaster assistance, farm loans, crop
insurance, conservation programs, and many more.

Email Address

[Enter email address

SUBSCRIBE

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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Any Questions?

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. "The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of
its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity
and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or
because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)." To file a complaint of discrimination, write to:
USDA Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410,
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or
(800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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Resource Conservationist — Programs Staff
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

Utilize Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry
mitigation activities

Subset of 39 conservation practices and associated enhancements

Examples:
Residue and Tillage Management, Cover Crops, Nutrient Management, Prescribed
Grazing, Riparian Forest Buffers, Tree/Shrub Planting, Forest Stand Improvement,
Energy Efficiency
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ACT NOW

Policy that attempts to “fast-track™ program application to contract obligation

- 1n FY2024, mandated 5 activities
- we used 7 EQIP initiatives:
- Urban Ag
- Climate Smart
- High Tunnel
- Irrigation
- CPA, DIA, CEMA
- Energy
- Blackbelt Landscapes Initiative Pilot
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Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP)



- Must meet Stewardship Threshold
- J-year contracts

- $200,000 max obligation

- Two operation types

-Agland (crop and pasture)
-NIPF
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National Mandates:

* 5% Socially Disadvantaged

* 5% New and Beginning

* 40% Renewals

* 60% New Applications (Classic)
* Organic Pool

* Landscape Initiatives (Longleaf)



- Will have Nationally developed
Payment Schedule

- Develop document that specifies
eligible Activities in the State
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Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP)
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National Mandates:

* 10% Wildlife

* 50% Livestock

* 5% Socially Disadvantaged

* 5% New and Beginning

* 5-20% Conservation Incentive Contracts
* National Water Quality Initiative

* Landscape Conservation Initiatives
* High Tunnel Initiative

* On-Farm Energy Initiative

* Strikeforce

* Organic
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EQIP Payment Schedule

e New in FY2025, counties within an Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) Locality Pay Area will have a different
EQIP payment schedule

e There are three areas in Alabama:
— Atlanta--Athens-Clarke County--Sandy Springs, GA-AL

— Birmingham-Hoover-Talladega, AL
— Huntsville-Decatur, AL-TN



Chambers County, AL

Cherokee County, AL

Cleburne County, AL

Lee County, AL

Randolph County, AL

Russell County, AL

Bibb County, AL

Blount County, AL

Calhoun County, AL

Chilton County, AL

Clay County, AL

Coosa County, AL

Cullman County, AL

Etowah County, AL

Greene County, AL

Hale County, AL

lefferson County, AL

Pickens County, AL

St. Clair County, AL

Shelby County, AL

Talladega County, AL

Tallapoosa County, AL

Tuscaloosa County, AL

Walker County, AL

Winston County, AL

Colbert County, AL

DeKalb County, AL

Lauderdale County, AL

Lawrence County, AL

Limestone County, AL

Madison County, AL

Marshall County, AL

Morgan County, AL




Initiatives
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Longleatf Pine Initiative

Establishment and Management of Longleaf Pine

Prescribed Burning and Management of existing stands prioritized.



USDA
- United States Department of Agriculture

Longleaf Pine Initiative
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WLFW — Gopher Tortoise

Establishment of Low-Density Longleaf stands and
Management of Critical Habitat for Gopher Tortoise
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Priority Areas of Conservation

Teir 1

Tier 2

g

Gopher Tortolse Focal Area
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WLFW — Bobwhite Quail

Forest and Grassland management practices to improve
critical habitat for Bobwhite Quail






Shortleat Pine

Establishment and management of Shortleaf Pine
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White Oak

Establishment and management of White Oak






Eastern Hellbender

Habitat development and water quality practices






USDA

==

“
_ United States Department of Agriculture

Urban Ag Initiative

High Tunnel Systems and associated practices for Urban
Farms



Census Urbanized Areas

A

MDbIlE,AL"‘D bhne--Fairhope, AL
Pensacola, FL--AL

———& _p PensacolalFL--AL
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Climate Smart Ag

Cover Crops, Conservation Crop Rotation, Residue
Management, Nutrient Management, Prescribed Grazing



Livestock Mortality

Incinerators, Static Bin and Rotary Drum Composters,
Dehydrators



Conservation Planning Activities

- Conservation Planning Activity (CPA)

- Design and Implementation Activity (DIA)
- Conservation Evaluation and Monitoring
Activity (CEMA)



Irrigation Efficiency

-Conversion to low Pressure Center Pivot

- Retrofit High Pressure to Low Pressure
- Variable Rate Conversions
- So1l Moisture Sensors



National Water Quality
Initiative (NWQI)

Practices improving both Water Quantity and Quality



USDA

.

“
_ United States Department of Agriculture

Source Water Protection

Higher payment rate on selected practices to incentivize
adoption to address water quality and quantity of Alabama
water sources.



NRCS source water priority EPA Heat map: % of 12-digit HUC
areas In source water protection area
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309
313
317
329
342
351
359
360
381
391
442
443

Agrichemical Handling Facility
Waste Storage Facility
Composting Facility

Residue and Tillage Management. No Till
Critical Area Planting

Water Well Decommissioning
Waste Treatment Lagoon
Waste Facility Closure
Silvopasture Establishment
Riparian Forest Buffer
Irrigation System. Sprinkler
Irrigation System. Subsurface @

449
484
528
558
587
590
595
629
632
634
657

Irrigation Water Management ©
Mulching ®

Prescribed Grazing

Roof Runoff Structure

Structure for Water Control
Nutrient Management ©

Pest Management System
Waste Treatment

Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility
Waste Transfer

Wetland Restoration




309 Agrichemical Handling Facility 443  Trrigation System. Subsurface @

313 Waste Storage Facility 449 Trrigation Water Management ©)

317 Composting Facility 484 Mulching @

318 Short Term Storage of Animal Waste and Byproducts 528 Prescribed Grazing

329 Residue and Tillage Management. No Till 558 Roof Runoff Structure

332 Contour Buffer Strips 578 Stream Crossing

333 Amending Soil Properties with Gypsum Products 580 Streambank and Shoreline Protection
342 Critical Area Planting 587 Structure for Water Control

351 Water Well Decommissioning 590 Nutrient Management ©

359 Waste Treatment Lagoon 595 Pest Management System

360 Waste Facility Closure 600 Terrace

381 Silvopasture Establishment 620 Underground Outlet

386 Field Border 629 Waste Treatment

391 Riparian Forest Buffer 632 Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility
393 Filter Strip 634 Waste Transfer

395 Stream Habitat Improvement and Management 638 Water and Sediment Control Basin
410 Grade Stabilization Structure 644 Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management
412 Grassed Waterway 657 Wetland Restoration
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High Priority Practices

Higher payment rate for 10 practices that are not readily
adopted within the state and address water quality and
quantity.



The 2018 Farm Bill and EQIP rule authorize increased payments for up to 10 high priority practices to address
priority resource concerns, mainly Water Quality and Quantity. The higher payment should incentivize
conservation practices that have high potential for conservation benefit but are often underutilized and historic
adoption may be low.

309 Agrichemical Handling Facility All Scenarios

316 Animal Mortality Facility All Scenarios
351 Well Decommissioning All Scenarios
410 Grade Stabilization Structure All Scenarios
442 Sprinkler System 1) Variable Rate System- convert from traveler to a VRI center pivot (Low Pressure).

2) Variable Rate System Retrofit
3) Variable Rate System Renovation

449 Trrigation Water Management 1) Soil Moisture Sensors with Data Recorder
2) Variable Rate TWM

512 Pasture and Hay Planting Planting of Native Warm Season Grass

590 Nutrient Management All Scenarios

620 Underground Outlet All Scenarios

638 Water and Sediment Control Basin  All Scenarios




Conservation Incentive
Contracts (EQIP-CIC)



Intended to be a bridge between Classic EQIP and the
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

Separate payment limits
S-year contracts
Contain Annual Payments

Set up Priority Areas
— Must cover the entire state

Designate up to 3 Resource Concerns per Area/Land Use
Use minimum of 5% general EQIP allocation (up to 20)
Use designated ‘Climate Smart’ management practices
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* FY2025 proposed:
— High Priority Area was the State Boundary
— Eligible Land Uses

* Crop and Pasture

— Resource Concern Categories:
* Crop:
— Soil Quality Limitations
— Concentrated Erosion
— Field, Sediment, Nutrient and Pathogen Loss

e Pasture:
— Degraded Plant Condition
— Livestock Production Limitation
— Field, Sediment, Nutrient and Pathogen Loss
— Practices:
* Crop: 328, 329, 340, 590, 595
 Pasture: 528 (included supporting practices for infrastructure)
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Alabama EQIP FY2025 and forward

* Maintain emphasis on Locally Led Process
* Bolster partnerships that foster HU participation
* Increase Urban Agriculture work

* Increase adoption of Source Water Protection and High Priority
Practices

* Expand Conservation Incentive Contracts
* Maintain Soil Health and Irrigation Efficiency momentum

* Please provide feedback to Jason Gardner and Frank Cochran



FY 2025 CSP/EQIP sign-up deadline:

November 15, 2024
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Any Questions?

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. "The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and
expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all
or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)." To file a complaint of discrimination, write to: USDA Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866)
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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