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USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
South Dakota State Technical Committee Meeting 
September 11, 2024 | 10 a.m. Central Daylight Time
Huron Event Center & Crossroads Hotel, 100 4th Street SW, Huron, SD 57350

Join the STC meeting via Microsoft Teams on your computer, mobile app or room device: 
Join the meeting now Meeting ID: 288 325 553 751 Passcode: QkXy9j
Dial-in by phone +1 202-650-0123,,648488771# Phone conference ID: 648 488 771#
AGENDA
1. Welcome 
Moderator, Colette Kessler, Assistant State Conservationist Partnerships

Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence for those who served and in respect for current service men and women. 

Reminders 
Subscribe to updates for the USDA NRCS SD State Technical Committee, please visit www.farmers.gov, then scroll down to “Subscribe to Updates”– follow the menus and look for “State Technical Committee” in the topic list. Also, please take the opportunity to consider other topics and geographic locations down to the county level. 

State Technical Committee (STC) meeting notifications are also distributed via a shared mailbox: sm.fpac.nrcs.sd.partnerships@usda.gov.  Notifications via U.S. Postal Service may be requested by contacting the NRCS State Office Randi Papka randi.papka@usda.gov or calling (605) 352-1200.

INTRODUCTIONS

2. Opening Remarks 
Tony Sunseri, State Conservationist, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service  

3. Congressional Delegates Updates 

4. Updates of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Serving South Dakota 
Tony Sunseri, State Conservationist
Staffing and Personnel Updates 
-> NRCS South Dakota Web Page: Personnel Directory can be found under Contact Us  
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/state-office-contacts/south-dakota-state-office
5. Ecological Sciences Update, Conservation Planning and Conservation Practices Update   	
Jessica Michalski, State Resource Conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service 
· Training Report from FY2024
· Upcoming October updates for Ecological Sciences Conservation Practices

6. Workload Update for Wetland Determinations and Highly Erodible Land 
Deke Hobbick, Assistant State Conservationist for Compliance, NRCS 

7. NRCS SD Engineering Division Update 
James Reedy, State Conservation Engineer, NRCS

8. Farm Service Agency Conservation Program of the Farm Bill Update
Owen Fagerhaug, Agricultural Program Specialist, Farm Service Agency
· Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

9. NRCS Conservation Programs of the Farm Bill Updates 		 
Val Dupraz, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, NRCS 
· FY2025 Timelines
· Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
· Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 
· Agricultural Conservation Easements Program (ACEP) 
· News release 
· Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
Matt Morlock, RCPP Coordinator
· FY 2024 National Funding Opportunity Proposal Overview
· Bruce Toay, Manager of Conservation Programs, Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

10. NRCS Soils Update
· How Soil Health Principles and Practices Fit with Conservation Easements on Working Farms
Kent Vlieger, State Soil Health Specialist 

11. Partnerships and USDA NRCS Agreements Update
Colette Kessler, Assistant State Conservationist Partnerships, NRCS
· Update of Conservation Collaboration Cooperative Agreements (CCCA) for FY2024 
· Tribal Relations Update 
· Outreach Update 
· Beginner Farmer and Rancher (BFR)
· Direct mail effort within reservation boundaries.
· Dakota Conservation Network through an agreement with NRCS/SDACD
Dakota Conservation Network (https://conservesd.org)

12. General Discussion, Questions, Round Robin of Conservation Partners Updates: 
Due to meeting agenda time constraints, the topics and length of time allocated may be limited. 
· South Central RC&D – Jewel Bork, Director

13. Upcoming State Technical Committee Meeting Dates
December 17, 2024 location TBD


Find individual STC Meeting archived information at the USDA NRCS SD web page for https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/events/south-dakota-state-technical-committee-meeting. 

Shortened URL: https://bit.ly/StateTechnicalCommittee
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