
Table 1: Summary of NRCS Beginning Farmer / Rancher (BFR) financial assistance contracts in last three years. NRCS assisted the largest number of BFR Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) applications on record in FY24. EQIP contracts with BFR decision makers exceed 18% each of the last three years. Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) contracts with BFR decision makers exceed 11% each of the last three years.
	
	EQIP
	CSP

	FY24 applications
	249 (largest ever)
	73

	FY24 BFR contracts to date (5/28/24)
	71 out of 345 (21%)
	36 out of 184 (19%)

	FY24 BFR obligations to date (5/28/24)
	~$4 Million
	~$4.7 Million

	FY23 BFR contracts
	69 out of 384 (18%)
	29 out of 260 (11%)

	FY22 BFR contracts
	67 out of 371 (18%)
	23 out of 141 (16%)


*FY24 data tabulated from the NRCS internal msTeams power BI FAPD Programs dashboard FY24 Program Report_Removed_State_Filter - Power BI (powerbigov.us). FY23 data tabulated from the NRCS contracting platform Protracts.

NRCS Farm Bill financial assistance programs include Beginning Farmer Rancher (BFR) provisions. Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) has the option for partial advance payment for contracted activities and higher payment rates. Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and EQIP both use designated BFR funding to increase odds of applications being selected for funding and CSP uses higher existing activity payments for BFR decision makers. Pages 20 and 21 of the attached “Get Started! A guide to USDA programs” further details BFR provisions of NRCS programs.

The attached sheet titled ‘SD state FAC Beginning Farmer Contacts…’ lists the local contacts for new and beginning farmers for the USDA Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Risk Management Agency, and Rural Development.  

