USDA-NRCS	WREP Announcement	Fiscal Year 2024
Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership
 Fiscal Year 2024 Proposal Template
Executive Summary (up to 2 pages) include:
· Project title
· Project description
· Lead director with contact information
· Partners
· Total acres
· Total budget (federal and nonfederal)
Responses to Ranking Criteria Questions (limit responses to 1 page each):
1. Describe how the partner will provide administrative support for processing Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE) applications (e.g., assisting NRCS field staff with completing all required forms for the program, determining land and landowner eligibility, evaluating environmental due diligence reports, and reviewing boundary surveys or title commitments for offered easement areas) according to NRCS specifications.
2. Describe how the partner will provide technical services (e.g., planning, and designing the project restoration) according to NRCS specifications. (NRCS will spot check only.)
3. Describe how the partner will provide administrative and technical support (e.g., supporting restoration, completing permitting requirements, and completing construction oversight and design checkout) according to NRCS specifications. (NRCS will spot check only.)
4. Describe areas, identified by the partner, with a high percentage of historically underserved landowners in project area and explain how the partner will provide focused outreach, including workshops or one-on-one conversations, to explain ACEP-WRE requirements. Partner will assist landowners in determining whether the program is the best fit for their property and goals. To receive full points, the applicant must show how to identify underserved landowners and engage with local partners.
5. Describe how the applicant will assist underserved landowners with completing application materials and establishing program eligibility.
6. Describe how the applicant will assist underserved landowners with resolving unacceptable title encumbrances to ensure the project can move forward. This includes ensuring offered areas have appropriate legal access, reviewing title and all exceptions, and working to clear title encumbrances that are not compatible with ACEP-WRE before acquisition. Assist in the identification and development of a plan to resolve heirs property issues. 
7. Describe how the proposal specifically addresses habitat needs in an initiative area on the FY 2024 Conservation Initiatives Map and how it will benefit the initiative objectives.
8. Describe how the proposal will improve habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife.
9. Describe how the proposal will directly benefit wetland-dependent federal- or state-listed threatened and endangered species.
10. Describe in detail how the partner has engaged with a local entity or community-based organization to collaborate on providing outreach to underserved landowners. This must be documented by letter of support from the local entity or community-based organization that briefly describes the planned collaboration.
11. Describe how the proposal will meet Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) statutory priorities that enrolled and restored lands will reduce, capture, avoid, or sequester carbon dioxide, methane, or nitrous oxide emissions. This should include discussing how easements enrolled and restored through this proposal will address one of the land use priorities listed below.
a. Restoring wetland functionality, hydrology, and vegetation of highly organic soils that will optimize soil carbon sequestration potential and prevent increased greenhouse gas emissions through the maintenance of existing non-cultivated areas, restoration of perennial vegetative cover on previously cultivated areas, and restoration of the natural hydrology to keep the soils saturated and anaerobic through climate-smart practices.
b. Restoring wetland functionality, hydrology, and vegetation of high organic carbon mineral soils that will optimize soil carbon sequestration potential and prevent increased greenhouse gas emissions through the maintenance of existing non-cultivated areas, restoration of perennial vegetative cover on previously cultivated areas, and restoration of the natural hydrology to keep the soils saturated and anaerobic through climate-smart practices.
c. Restoring wetland functionality, hydrology, and vegetation of previously converted or degraded land through agricultural activities that will restore native (adapted or alternative) forest through climate-smart forestry practices.
d. Restoring wetland functionality of degraded existing forest habitat to native (adapted or alternative) forests through climate-smart forestry practices.
e. Restoring wetland functionality of converted or degraded land through agricultural activities under geographical priority areas such as Cranberry Bogs, Montaine Wet Meadows, Prairie Potholes, Playas, or Ephemeral Wetlands in grasslands through climate-smart practices.
Supporting documents:
· Maps and attachments
· Budget table and timeline
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