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USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
State Technical Committee Meeting 
March 28, 2024 | 10 a.m. Central Daylight Time

	Virtual Meeting held via TEAMS 
Click here to join the meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device: 
Meeting ID: 251 366 977 538 Passcode: ZzXbof
Or call in (audio only)  +1 202-650-0123,,303666762#
Phone Conference ID: 303 666 762#



AGENDA

1.  Opening Remarks 
Tony Sunseri, State Conservationist / Colette Kessler, Assistant State Conservationist Partnerships
STC meeting notifications have been distributed via email; 
NEW: Subscribe to updates for the USDA NRCS SD State Technical Committee, please visit www.farmers.gov, then “subscribe” at the upper right of the page. (instruction sheet) – look for “State Technical Committee” in the topic list. Also, opportunity to subscribe to topics down to county level updates. 
New mailbox for STC: sm.fpac.nrcs.sd.partnerships@usda.gov
Notifications via U.S. Postal Service may be requested by contacting the NRCS State Office Randi Papka randi.papka@usda.gov or calling (605) 352-1200.

2. Congressional Delegates Updates 

3. Natural Resources Conservation Service South Dakota Updates		
Tony Sunseri, State Conservationist
· Staffing and Personnel Updates 
-> NRCS South Dakota Web Page: Personnel Directory can be found under Contact Us  
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/state-office-contacts/south-dakota-state-office

· NRCS SD Strategic Planning 	

4. Conservation, Planning and Conservation Practices Update   					

· Status of South Dakota’s Remaining Native Grasslands and Woodlands
Guest speaker: Pete Bauman, SDSU Extension Range Field Specialist, Watertown 

· Renovated Hay Land Project, Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) Project	
Guest speaker: Elk Creek Conservation District and Riley Kammerer, Rancher

· South Dakota Technical Guide Updates - Notices 514, 515, 516 - Updated and new engineering standard job plans, specifications, and design tools 
Jim Reedy, State Conservation Engineer 

5. Farm Service Agency Conservation Program Update
· Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)				
Owen Fagerhaug, Agricultural Program Specialist, Farm Service Agency

6. NRCS Conservation Programs of the Farm Bill Updates 		 
Val Dupraz, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs 
· Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) – Jennifer Wurtz
· Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) – Val Dupraz
· Agricultural Conservation Easements Program (ACEP) – David Flanery
· Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) – Matt Morlock

7. Wetland and Highly Erodible Workload Update			
Deke Hobbick, Assistant State Conservationist for Compliance

8. Agreements Update
Colette Kessler, Assistant State Conservationist Partnerships
· Conservation Collaboration Cooperative Agreements (CCCA) for FY2024 Apply through April 29, 2024 via www.grants.gov, search for “NRCS South Dakota” or USDA-NRCS-SD-MULTI-24-NOFO0001327
· USDA Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production Grants -  Urban Agriculture and Innovation Production (UAIP) competitive grants initiate or expand efforts of farmers, gardeners, citizens, government officials, schools, and other stakeholders in urban areas and suburbs. Projects may target areas of food access; education; business and start-up costs for new farmers; and development of policies related to zoning and other needs of urban production. Apply to USDA-NRCS-NHQ-UAIP-24-NOFO0001336 via www.grants.gov by April 9, 2024.
· USDA NRCS Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) - Apply via www.grants.gov 
by May 26, 2024.
9. Round Robin of Conservation Partners Updates: 
· Rachel Bush, The Nature Conservancy 
· Maggie Hanna, Central Grasslands Roadmap
· Kris Dozark/Tanner Clausen, SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
· Blaine Brakke, Locally Led Coordinator, SD Association of Conservation Districts 
· Laura Kahler, SD Grasslands Coalition / SD Grasslands Initiative 
· Jewell Bork, South Central RC&D 
· Cindy Zenk, SD Soil Health Coalition 
· New Cover Crops Poster with the SDSHC / NRCS
· New Resources
· New Grasslands Coloring Book of the “Dakota Grasslands: Where Good Things Grow” agreement of the SDGC/NRCS
· Conservation Planning “Get Started! A Guide for USDA programs” 

10. Upcoming State Technical Committee Meeting Dates
May 22, 2024 – Pierre 
August 27, 2024 – Huron 

USDA NRCS SD web page for South Dakota State Technical Committee can be found at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-state/south%20dakota/technical-committee

Find individual STC Meeting information under “events” at: 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/events/south-dakota-state-technical-committee-meeting

Shortened URL: https://bit.ly/StateTechnicalCommittee

· [bookmark: _Hlk153464524]To subscribe to updates for the USDA NRCS SD State Technical Committee and other updates, please visit www.farmers.gov then “subscribe” in the upper right corner of the page.
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