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State Technical Committee Meeting 

Houston County Government Building 
2030 Kings Chapels Road 

Perry, GA 31069 
 

09 January 2024, 09:30 AM – 02:00 PM 
 

Time Topic Presenters 
09:00 AM Registration & Refreshments 

 
 

09:30 AM Opening Comments & Introductions Terrance O. Rudolph, NRCS 
Georgia State Conservationist 
 

10:00 AM Financial Assistance Program Update  
(EQIP, CSP, & RCPP) 
 

Lee Green, NRCS 
EQIP Program Analyst 

10:30 AM TST Update 
 
 

Tracy Cole, NRCS 
State Resource Conservationist 

11:15 AM Soils Update/Mitigation Bank 
 
 

Gary Hankins, NRCS 
State Soil Scientist 

11:30 AM Emergency Practices, Updates 
 
 

Diane Guthrie, NRCS 
State Conservation Engineer 

12:00 PM Break For Lunch 
 
 

01:00 PM Farm Service Agency Updates 
 
 

Arthur Trip, FSA 
State Executive Director 

01:15 PM Risk Management Agency Updates 
 
 

RMA Representative 
 

01:30 PM Easements Watershed Protection Program Sharon Swagger, NRCS 
ASTC-Easements & Watershed Programs 
 

01:45 PM Open Discussion/Q&A 
 
 

STC Members & Guests 

02:00 PM Closing Comments/STC Meeting Adjourned  Terrance O. Rudolph, NRCS 
Georgia State Conservationist 
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Georgia State Technical Committee Meeting (GA STCM) 
09 January 2024 
09:30 AM – 02:00 M 
Perry, GA & MS Teams 
 
Presenters:  Terrance O. Rudolph, Lee Green, Tracy Cole, Gary Hankins, Theresa Windham, 
Sharon Swagger, Nick McGhee, and Jeanne Lindsey 
 
Attendees:  Justin Smith, Brad Alexander, Tansel Hudson, Charlie Grace, Taylor Sills, Mallory 
O’Steen, Erin Cork, Mark McCann, Jack Lewis, Krisha Whiting, Cassidy Lord, J.T. Pynne, 
Janice Lester, Tonya Jenkins, Amanda Smith, Joy Hinkle, Mitch Attaway, Mary Gazaway, Tyler 
MacMillan, Kristian Varsa, Theresa Windham, Kia Bates, Teri Nehls, Amie Robyn, Arthur 
Tripp, Jeanne Lindsey, Jay Ivey, and other guests.   
 
Terrance O. Rudolph, NRCS, Georgia State Conservationist:  Welcome and opening comments.   
 
Lee Green, NRCS, Acting Assistant State Conservationist for Programs:  Discussed conservation 
program overview, EQIP updates for FY23/FY24, IRA investments, EQIP funding pools for 
FY23/FY24, EQIP announcement dates, RCPP updates, CSP updates, IRA updates, GCI 
updates, and CSP signup for FY24.   
 
Tracy Cole, NRCS, State Resource Conservationist:  Discussed updates regarding FOTG, 
conservation practice standards, Wildlife Habitat Planting (420), interim agronomic practices 
adopted in FY22/23, agronomic practices contracted in FY23, upcoming NRCS trainings in 
FY24, practices that may have standards revised in FY24, additional activities planned for FY24, 
partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities, Grazing Lands updates, forestry/wildlife 
conservation practices adopted  in FY23, and upcoming updates for FY24.   
 
Gary Hankins, NRCS, State Soil Scientist:  Discussed project updates, tree site index, soil 
consideration sheets, FOTG/soils information, Georgia soil surveys, soil manuscript access, 
conservation compliance updates, National Wetland Mitigation Banking Program, and credit 
release schedule.   
 
Theresa Windham, FSA, District Director 2:  Discussed overview of FSA programs, Farm 
Loans, Farm Programs, Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops Program, Cost Share 
Programs, Livestock Forage Programs, Disaster Assistance, Conservation Reserve Programs, 
Working Grasslands Program, and FSA career opportunities.   
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• Comments from Committee Member:  Discussed Emergency Relief Program.  
• Arthur Tripp, FSA, State Executive Director:  Discussed Emergency Relief Program, 

payments to farmers, and Farm Loan Sessions.   
 
Sharon Swagger, NRCS, ASTC-Easements & Watershed Programs:  Discussed Easements and 
Water Resources team, Easement programs, Watershed programs, ACEP, FY23 Easements, 
Easement totals, WFPO, Watershed Operations Program Cost Share, Watershed Rehabilitation 
Program, and Watershed Programs projects.   
 
Nick McGhee, NRCS Jimmy Carter Plant Materials Center, PMC Manager:  Discussed updates 
regarding Plant Materials Programs, conservation plants, conservation plant technology, grazing 
lands, cropland work, wildlands, wetland plants, cover crops, grazing lands, upcoming 
demonstrations, current projects, and Georgia Native Seed Network.   
 

• Comments from Committee Member:  Discussed CSP-GCI.   
 
Jeanne Lindsey, RMA, Senior Risk Management Specialist:  Discussed Federal Crop Insurance 
Program, CY21-23 insurance experience, traditional row crops, new program changes, specialty 
crops, WFRP, Apiculture, Written Agreements, Micro Farm overview, Livestock Risk 
Protection, HIP-WI, and Tropical Storm Option overview.   
 
Questions and Comments from the Committee / Open Discussion 
 
Terrance O. Rudolph, NRCS, Georgia State Conservationist:  Closing statements.  The next GA 
STC meeting will take place on 16 April 2024.   
 
Meeting was adjourned.   
 
 



Conservation 
Program Overview

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

Presented by:
Lee Green 
EQIP Program Analyst
Acting Assistant State Conservationist for 
Programs 



Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP) 

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program that help producers 
make conservation work for them. Together, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and producers invest in solutions that 
conserve natural resources for the future while also improving 
agricultural operations.

Eligible program participants receive financial and technical 
assistance to implement conservation practices, or activities like 
conservation planning, that address natural resource concerns on 
their land. Payments are made to participants after conservation 
practices and activities identified in an EQIP plan of operations are 
implemented. 
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Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP) FY 2023
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Inflation Reduction Act Investments

The Inflation Reduction Act provides an additional $19.5 billion over 
five years to support USDA’s conservation programs that yield climate 
change mitigation benefits. Implementation began in 2023. These 
investments mean that more producers will have access to 
conservation assistance and include:

$8.45 billion for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program



Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP) FY 2023
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FY23 EQIP Funding Pools 

Strikeforce Forestry
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FY24 EQIP Funding Pools 
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 Fiscal year 2024 EQIP sign-up was announced on October 2, 2023.

 The application cutoff date to be considered for fiscal year 2024 
EQIP was November 17, 2023.

Note: Although the fiscal year 2024 EQIP application cutoff date has 
passed, customers are still encouraged to apply for financial assistance 
any time of the year.

EQIP Announcement Dates 



RCPP Updates 
2 RCPP projects have been funded and 
will be implemented at the end of 2024



Overview
• The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 

promotes coordination of NRCS conservation activities with 
partners that offer value-added contributions to expand our 
collective ability to address on-farm, watershed, and regional 
natural resource concerns.

• Through RCPP, NRCS seeks to co-invest with partners to 
implement projects that demonstrate innovative solutions to 
conservation challenges and provide measurable improvements 
and outcomes tied to the resource concerns they seek to 
address.



Project 2945 
Managing Native Vegetation 
for Climate Mitigation 
through Grassland Bird 
Conservation in Georgia and 
Mississippi

Their focus will be on 
improving the populations of 
northern bobwhite and a suite 
of grassland birds. Through 
priority counties, they will work 
to localize conservation to 
increase the occupancy of 
these birds at the county scale. 



Program delivery 
 They plan to use NRCS Climate Smart practices to rebuild open 

pine communities, production edges, idle areas, and open 
spaces that have reverted to trees in GA and MS. 

 Practices as follows: 327 (MS) conservation cover , 386 Field 
border (Both), 420 Wildlife habitat planting  (Both), 612 Tree 
shrub establishment (MS – Shortleaf Pine), 645 Upland wildlife 
habitat (Both), and  666 Forest land improvement  (Both). Site 
preparation and maintenance of native plants



3077 Georgia Sentinel Landscape Climate Smart 
Forest Conservation
Goal 1: Addressing Air, Water and Plant 
Resource Concerns in the Chattahoochee, Flint, 
Altamaha, and Ogeechee River Basins The 
objective is to preserve existing longleaf forest 
lands through forest conservation easements of 
up to 5000 acres paired with prescribed fire 
cost-share of 10,000 acres.

Goal 2: Addressing Climate and Wildlife Habitat 
Resource Concerns by providing additional 
resources across the Georgia Sentinel 
Landscape to implement and educate producers 
concerning Climate Smart Mitigation Activities. 



Program delivery 
These actions will improve climate resilience and promote 
forest health through forest conservation easements and 
practices such as:

– Prescribed Burning (338), Forest Stand Improvement (666), Early Successional 
Habitat Development (647), Restoration of Rare and Declining Natural 
communities and Riparian Forest Buffer (391). 

Producers will be addressing climate and wildlife habitat 
resource concerns within the Georgia Sentinel Landscape with 
practices such as:

– Forest Stand Improvement (666), Mulching (484) and Tree/Shrub 
Establishment (612).



Conservation 
Stewardship 

Program (CSP)
Updates 



CSP Programs
CSP Classic and IRA-CSP Classic

CSP Renewals and IRA-CSP Renewals

CSP Grassland Conservation Initiative (GCI)



Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Classic

Helps agricultural producers maintain and improve their 
existing conservation systems and adopt additional 
conservation activities to address priority natural resource 
concerns. Participants earn CSP payments for 
conservation performance—the higher the performance, 
the higher the payment.



Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Classic

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Application Count 16 531 481 205 1,233
Contract Count 15 57 39 45 156

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

Nu
m

be
r

FY 2023 CSP Classic Applications and Contracts

Application Count Contract Count



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

Focuses on a specific set of core eligible conservation activities that 
provide climate change mitigation benefits.

CSP Classic and CSP Renewals are eligible for possible funding 
opportunities.



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) – CSP Classic

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Application Count 0 0 5 79 84
Contract Count 0 0 5 51 56
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Classic

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Acres Treated 4,329.3 26,500.7 22,316.5 25,193.1 78,339.6
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) – CSP Classic

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Acres Treated 0.0 0.0 2,775.3 11,897.5 14,672.8
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Classic

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Obligation $969,115.00 $5,902,766.00 $3,421,320.00 $5,837,380.00 $16,130,581.00
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) – CSP Classic

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Obligation $0.00 $0.00 $287,106.00 $4,962,174.41 $5,249,280.41
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Renewal

During the first half of the fifth year of the existing contract 
term, NRCS may allow a participant to apply and compete 
to renew their contract for an additional 5-year period. 

For FY 2023,  the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) was not 
available for Renewals.



Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Renewal

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Application Count 6 119 42 67 234
Contract Count 4 35 37 23 99
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Renewal

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Acres Treated 154.6 10,698.8 16,858.7 16,707.5 44,419.6
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Renewal

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Obligation $65,865.00 $3,185,955.00 $2,842,344.60 $2,767,583.50 $8,861,748.10
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The purpose of the 
grassland conservation 
initiative (GCI) is to 
assist producers in 
protecting grazing uses, 
conserving and 
improving soil, water, 
and wildlife resources, 
and achieving related 
conservation values by 
conserving eligible land 
through grassland 
conservation contracts.

Grassland Conservation Initiative



CSP-Grassland Conservation Initiative (GCI) 

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Application Count 0 3 9 11 23
Contract Count 0 3 9 11 23
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CSP-Grassland Conservation Initiative (GCI) 

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Acres Treated 0.0 96.5 233.3 288.5 618.3

0.0

96.5

233.3

288.5

618.3

0.0

100.0

200.0

300.0

400.0

500.0

600.0

700.0

Ac
re

s

FY 2023 CSP GCI Enrolled Acres



CSP-Grassland Conservation Initiative (GCI) 

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 State Total
Obligation $0.00 $6,090.00 $21,005.00 $25,985.00 $53,080.00
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FY 2024 CSP Signup
CSP Renewal
• 2024-1 Signup: FY2019 Contracts set to expire December 31, 

2023.
• Sign-up Deadline: April 14, 2023
• Obligation Deadline: December 22, 2023

CSP-GCI
• Application Deadline: To Be Announced (TBA)
• Obligation Deadline: TBA

CSP-Classic
• 2024-1 Signup Announcement: TBA
• Sign-up Deadline: TBA
• Obligation Deadline: TBA



Questions??????



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider
and employer.



FY 2024
State Technical 

Committee

Natural Resources Conservation Service



Georgia | Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS – USDA

FOTG/Conservation Practice Standards Overview

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/GA/documents/section=4&folder=-244


Georgia | Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS – USDA

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/GA/documents/section=4&folder=-244
















Interim Agronomic Practices Adopted  in FY 
2022/2023

805 - Amending Soil Properties with Lime (small scale)
808 (now 336)- Soil Carbon Amendment (compost/biochar)

(needs additional work on agronomic impacts)
812 - Raised Beds (where existing soil is unsuitable for crop                        
growth)
821 – Low Tunnels
823 – Organic Management

Financial assistance available through EQIP



Practice Planned in ____ Contracts in FY 2023
325 High Tunnel System 81
327 Conservation Cover 57
328 Conservation Crop Rotation 64
329 Residue Management- No-till/Strip-till 58
340 Cover Crop 234
342 Critical Area Planting 150
345 Residue Management- Reduced-Till 24
386 Field Border 5
393 Filter Strip 2
484 Mulching 156
590 Nutrient Management 169
805 Amending Soils With Lime 1
808 (now 336) Soil Carbon Amendment 4
821 Low Tunnels 8
823 Organic Management 1

Agronomic Practices Contracted in FY 2023



• Conservation Planning
• Soil Health 
• HELC/WC 
• RUSLE II 
• CNMP
• Nutrient Management
• Organic 
• WINPST

Trainings for NRCS Staff Coming in FY 
2024



• 340 Cover Crops (amended implementation requirements earlier this year)

• 331 Contour Orchard
• 345 Residue Management, Reduced-Till
• 328 Conservation Crop Rotation
• 325 High Tunnel System

Practices that may have Standards Revisions in FY 2024



• Soil Health-multiple rainfall simulator demos each year
• Soil Health sampling agreement with Limestone Valley RC&D
• Soil Health Strategy

Additional Activities planned for FY 2024



Carbon Sequestration/GHG Mitigation

In Georgia:
27 Projects
41 Major Commodities
116 Practices
Outreach Activities
Each entity submitted their own proposal and activities vary 
greatly
NRCS has specific Climate Smart Funding Pools FY24-27 for climate 
smart practices

Partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities



Partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities



Partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities



State Technical Committee Update –
Grazing Lands
January 2024  - Philip Brown, USDA-NRCS State Grazing Specialist



Grazing Lands 
Update
• Practices

• No significant changes 
to grazing related 
practices.

• 810 - Interim 
Conservation Practice 
Standard – Annual 
Forages for Grazing 
Systems – Adopted 2021

• Allows more flexibility 
utilizing annuals in 
grazing scenarios

• Can be implemented on 
Grazed Cropland and 
Pasture, land uses



Scenario for 
stockpiling tall 
fescue added



Grazing Lands Update
• Training

• Conservation Planning Course 2 –
March and July 2023
• Foundational Course for Planner 

Certification

• Soil Health and Sustainability Course 
for Field Staff – October 2023

• Resource Concern Assessment –
• Pasture Condition Scoring
• Multiple sessions throughout 2023



Conservation Practice Standard 512 –
Pasture and Hay Planting
Tall Fescue Conversion
• Tall Fescue Toxicosis associated with Kentucky 31 Tall 

Fescue

• Through EQIP or Rolling Hills RC&D assistance in 
converting to a Novel / Non-Toxic Variety is available

• RC&D Project enrolled 320 acres 



CSP Enhancement 528P – Bale Grazing
• Alternative Hay Feeding Strategy
• Concept originated in Upper Great Plains, and adapted 

for the Southeast out of the University of Kentucky
• National enhancement not entirely easy to follow.  

Built an excel calculator to facilitate easier planning
• Surprising amount of interest in the technique
• Feeding technique of setting bales on pasture in “bulk” 

quantities and feeding in a planned, controlled, 
sequential manner

• Distributes nutrients and organic matter across 
treated area

• Reduces traffic on saturated soils
• Reduces time and equipment operation associated 

with feeding events



Credit: Hay and Forage Grower Magazine

Bale Grazing 
• Demo Site in Wilkes Co. – 2021

• 2022 Expanded to additional 
sites in Carroll, Washington and 
Bleckley Counties

• 2023 – Sites in Lincoln, Polk, 
and Irwin Co. added







November 24, 2021



December 13, 2021





Forestry/Wildlife
Conservation Practices Adopted  in FY 2023
647 Early Successional Habitat Development and 
Management
338 Prescribed Burning
391 Riparian Forest Buffer
394 Firebreak

-No state changes from the national standard update. 

Georgia | Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS – USDA

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/GA/documents/section=4&folder=-244


Implementation Requirements Updated in FY 
2023

666 Forest Stand Improvement

338 Prescribed Burning

647 Early Successional Habitat Development/Management

420 Wildlife Habitat Planting (removed native grass 
requirements in mixes)



Upcoming Conservation Practice Standard 
Updates in FY 2024

422 Hedgerow Planting

646 Shallow Water Development and Management

644 Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management

645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management

659 Wetland Enhancement

390 Riparian Herbaceous Buffer

381 Silvopasture 

612 Tree and Shrub Establishment 

427 Access Control

384 Woody Residue Management



???

Questions



State Technical Advisory
Committee--Soils Update

Gary Hankins, State Soil Scientist
gary.hankins@usda.gov       

                      706-546-2077

mailto:gary.hankins@usda.gov


Gary Hankins, State Soil Scientist                                          Nelson Velazquez, Soil Scientist 

Dee Pederson, Assistant State Soil Scientist                          Jesse Gray,  GIS Specialist

Dan Wallace, State Resource Inventory Coordinator

Georgia State Soils Staff

Quincy Kerbo, CTR 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Lawrence, ACES Soil 
Scientist 

Debreanna Taylor, Pathways Student 
Soil Scientist 



Projects Update

 NRI – Georgia’s Land 5th Edition Coming Soon (attached 4th Ed.)
GOVPUB-A57-PURL-gpo123840.pdf (govinfo.gov)

 UGA Site Index Assistance (3-year project, will improve site index and other
forestry data)

 Soil Health Assistance (Rainfall Simulator, Soil Health Courses, Collaboration, 
etc.)  

 Web Soil Survey Customer Service Requests Soils in Conservation
Planning (FOTG)
 Soil Consideration Sheets
 Soil Data Refresh Update (No changes were uploaded that would affect programs 

during FY23)

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GOVPUB-A57-PURL-gpo123840/pdf/GOVPUB-A57-PURL-gpo123840.pdf




5

Tree Site Index, Sample Report 



Structure of Soil 
Considerations
Over 100 help sheets

Soils Items listed in CPS 
correlated to WSS items

Bottom table: How to 
navigate to information 
in WSS

6Slide Credit—Dee Pederson

Soil Consideration Sheets



Where to Find 
Soil 
Considerations

7

• eFOTG Section IV
• Considerations will 

be placed in 
appropriate folders

• Not all practice 
standards will have 
soil considerations
• Farmstead Energy 

Improvement (374)
• Air Filtration and 

Scrubbing(371)

Slide Credit—Dee Pederson
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Georgia Soil 
Survey Information

• Published hard 
copy documents 
(100 years)

• Digitized soils 
information

• Historical CD’s

• Web Soil Survey 
– only source of 
official soil survey 
information



Soil Manuscript Access
USDA Soil Surveys : Free Texts : Free Download, Borrow and Streaming : Internet Archive

https://archive.org/details/usda-soil-surveys


• georgia | Powered by Box 

Soil Manuscript Access

 Refer to instructions on the PDF “How to Access Historical Soil Surveys on the 
     new NRCS Website”

https://nrcs.app.box.com/s/x3esy3ddljl8wd6jn8p7yaat0dahzcc6


Soil Survey 
Areas 



Conservation Compliance Update
 774 Wetland Determinations Completed
 823 HEL Determinations Completed
 National Wetland Mitigation Banking Program



National Wetland Mitigation Banking Program

 Administered by Corblu Ecology Group
 Established Wetland Banks are intended to be Isolated 

Depressional Wetlands 
 Restore Prior Converted Wetlands (PC)
 Credits may be purchased by USDA Participants

 Mitigation exemptions available for Wetlands (W), Farmed 
Wetlands (FWs), and Converted Wetlands (CW)

 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wetland-mitigation-
banking-program

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wetland-mitigation-banking-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wetland-mitigation-banking-program


Slide Credit—Dee Pederson



Bank sponsors
Individuals or entities that establish the mitigation banks
Responsible for their long-term maintenance

Landowner retains ownership and use of the property put into 
the mitigation bank

Conservation Easement protects wetlands from negative 
impacts

Size and scope of wetland restoration activities determine the 
quantity of credits available for sale. Credit price negotiated 
between buyer and seller.

Slide Credit—Dee Pederson





National Wetland Mitigation Banking Program

 1 Established Bank in Burke County
 Actively Selling Credits to USDA Participants

 1 Bank new Bank in Screven County
 Actively Selling Credits to USDA Participants

 Actively Searching for Suitable Banking Sites in South
Georgia



  Burke County, Georgia
  22.70 acres
  Site restoration work April -  October 2019
  22.70 acres all released and sold out! 

Photo Credits—Dee Pederson



  Screven County, Georgia
  41 acres
  Site restoration work May 2021 – January 2022
  18.45 credits released thus far
    4.10 credits available soon (January 2024)
  18.45 credits available in the long term 



Questions



FARM PRODUCTION AND 
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EASEMENTS AND WATER 
RESOURCES



FARM PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

EASEMENTS AND WATER RESOURCES TEAM

Sharon Swagger
ASTC Easements 

and Water 
Resources

Krisha Whiting
Natural Resource 

Specialist

Olivia Smith
Natural Resource 

Specialist

Annalise Sampson
AFFILIATE - Farmland 

Protection

Jennifer Hesselgesser
Management and 
Program Analyst 

J. Niki Crews
NEPA/CR Coordinator 

Tammy Shropshire-
Williams

CONTRACTOR – Admin

Coming soon: Megan Siedel, Economist!



FARM PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

EASEMENTS/WATER RESOURCES

Easement Programs: ACEP / HFRP / RCPP 
Watershed Programs: WFPO / REHAB / EWP 

Conservation, Protection, Restoration, 
Installation, Rehabilitation



FARM PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Current NRCS Easement Programs

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
• Agricultural Land Easement (ALE)
• Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE)

Emergency Watershed Protection and Floodplain 
Easements Program (EWPP-FPE)

Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP)

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)



FARM PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP )



FARM PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

FY 2023 Easements

FY 2023 
EASEMENTS WRE WREP RCPP 

WRE
HFRP/RCPP 

HFRP ALE RCPP 
ALE

RCPP 
2018

Applications 21 1 1 4 1 1
Acres 9,015.00 2,234.40 190.00 570.87 316.00 1,213.25
$ applied $16,500,000 $3,200,000 $289,870 $1,436,500 $167,500 $1,675,000 
Agreements 4 1 1 3 1 1
Acres 1,384.00 2,234.40 190.00 333.79 316.00 1,213.25
$ obligated $3,461,000 $3,200,000 $289,870 $896,500 $167,500 $1,675,000 
Closed # 3 1 2 1
Closed acres 647.59 856.49 298.56 150.47
Closed $ $731,961 $1,000,000 $604,500 $150,470 

29 applications over 13,500 acres for $23.3 million
11 enrollments over 5,700 acres for $9.7 million
7 closings of prior year over 1,953 acres for $2.5 million



FARM PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

GA NRCS EASEMENT TOTALS
217 easements covering 99,500 acres
Closed/enrolled

• WETLANDS (WRP & WRE): 141 / 150
• Floodplains: 5

• AG LANDS (FRPP & ALE): 36 / 40
• HEALTHY FORESTS: 7
• GRASSLANDS: 6
• RCPP: 11 / 14

TOTAL: 217

Wetlands: 66,006.4 acres
Ag Lands: 4,974.5 acres
Healthy Forests: 4,331.0 
acres
Grasslands: 373.3 acres
Other/RCPP: 23,872.4 acres

TOTAL: 99,557.7 acres

GA NRCS WILL 
REACH 100,000 

ACRES IN FY 2024
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FARM PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

WATERSHED PROGRAMS 
BY THE NUMBERS

OPS – 5 projects, ~$4.5 million

REHAB – 17 projects, ~$10 million

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) 
• 9 projects, ~$70 million

• OPS – 6
• REHAB – 3



FARM PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

SHARON.SWAGGER@USDA.GOV
706-546-2203



FPAC- Risk Management AgencyFPAC- Risk Management Agency

The Federal Crop 
Insurance Program

Serving America’s agricultural producers 
through effective, market-based risk 

management tools to strengthen 
the economic stability of agricultural 

producers and rural communities.

Valdosta Regional Office
USDA Risk Management Agency

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint 
of discrimination, complete, sign and mail a program discrimination complaint form, (available at any USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov), to: United 
States Department of Agriculture; Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights; 1400 Independence Ave., SW; Washington, DC 20250-9410. Or call toll free at (866) 632-
9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or to request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136.



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Topics:

 Overview of the last 3 years

 Available crop insurance products

 Hurricane Insurance Protection –
Wind Index/Tropical Storm Option



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

CY 2021 – 2023 Insurance Experience



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Traditional Row Crops
Canola, Corn, Cotton, Grain Sorghum, Hemp, 
Oats, Peanuts, Popcorn, Rye, Sesame, 
Soybeans, Tobacco, and Wheat

New Program/Changes: 
• Soybean

• EPD April 1; FPD June 30

Note:  Program availability varies by county and is subject to change. 
Where not available, most crops may be insured by written agreement.  
See a crop insurance agent.



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Specialty Crops

Blueberries, Citrus, Florida Fruit Tree, FM Tomato, FM Sweet 
Corn, Nursery, Nursery Value Select, Peach, Pecans, Pecan Tree, 
Pickling Cucumber, Pepper, and Potato

Other Programs: 
• Whole-Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP)/MicroFarm
• Apiculture

Note:  Program availability varies by county and is subject to change. Where not available, 
most crops may be insured by written agreement.  See a crop insurance agent.



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Written Agreements
Insurance not available for a commodity in your 
county?

• RMA may individually insure you for any crop or 
practice that has an existing insurance program in 
another county

• Written agreements may not be available for pilot 
programs or for policies that exclude them

• You must have produced the crop (or a similar crop) in 
the county or area for at least three years



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

WFRP Basics
• Covers up to $17 million of revenue                                        

(based on 50% coverage level and $34 
million of approved revenue)

• Post-production costs are not included 

• Expected values are primarily based on third-
party sources

• Expected yields are based on underlying 
policies or insured’s four-year average

• May purchase additional individual crop 
policies

• Must be at buy-up coverage levels

• Any indemnities from these policies will 
count as revenue earned under WFRP



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Micro Farm Basics

• Covers all commodities on the farm and 
post-production value is allowable revenue

• Indemnity is paid if your actual whole-farm 
revenue is less than your insured revenue

• Requires tax records for the three most 
recent, consecutive tax years

• Approved revenue is limited to $350K for 
new insureds, $400K for carryover insureds

• Expense reporting is not required

• Micro Farm is not eligible for expanded 
operation considerations



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Other facts to understand about 
WFRP & Micro Farm

• WFRP & Micro Farm covers revenue “produced” 
in the insurance period. 

• A commodity not harvested or sold will count as 
revenue

• A commodity grown last year and sold this year 
will not be covered

• For commodities that grow each year, like cattle, 
only the growth for the insurance year counts. 
(i.e., Calves worth $300 at beginning of the year to 
be sold at $1,200, the value insured will be $900)

• Inventories and Accounts Receivable are used to 
determine the “produced” amounts



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

What information is required?
• WFRP

• Five years of farm tax forms
• For 2024, requires tax forms from 2018-2022 (calendar & 

early fiscal year filers) 2017-2021 (late fiscal year filers)
o Exceptions: Veteran/Beginning Farmers or Ranchers 

(VFR/BFR) or applicants that qualified as a VFR/BFR in the 
previous year, qualifying persons not required to file a US 
Tax Return (i.e., Tribal Entities), and producers that were 
physically unable to farm one year

• Micro Farm
• At least three years of farm tax forms, including the most 

recent tax year.
• For 2024, requires tax forms from 2021-2023 (calendar & 

early fiscal filers) 2019-2021 (late fiscal filers)



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Livestock Risk Protection



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Livestock Risk Protection
• Insures against declining market prices
• Available for Fed Cattle, Feeder Cattle, and Swine
• Fed Cattle

• 70 to 100 percent of expected ending value
• Annual limit is 25,000 head/per producer/year              

(limit of 12,000 / specific endorsement)
• Length of coverage / endorsement: 13, 17, 21, 26, 

30, 34, 39, 43, 47, or 52 weeks

• Feeder Cattle
• Above information applies
• Available for calves, steers, heifers, Brahman, dairy 

cattle, and unborn calves
• Two weight ranges 100-599 lbs; 600-1,000 lbs



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Dairy Revenue Protection
• Covers unexpected decline in milk sales quarterly 

revenue relative to a guaranteed coverage level
• Expected revenue based on futures prices for milk and 

dairy components (butterfat, protein, other solids)

• Class Pricing Option
• Combination of Class III and Class IV milk prices as 

basis for coverage and indemnities

• Component Pricing Option
• Prices for butterfat, protein, and other solids as basis 

for coverage and indemnities

• Quarterly coverage endorsement
• May purchase coverage for up to 5 quarters during 

the insurance period



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Hurricane Insurance Protection – Wind 
Index (HIP-WI) Current Program Structure 

• Hurricane Insurance Protection – Wind Index (HIP-WI) 
is an endorsement to add specific coverage for 
hurricanes to a MPCI policy 

• Covers the deductible portion of the MPCI policy, up 
to 95% of crop value

• Selected at sales closing date (SCD)
• Premium subsidy fixed at 65%                                      

(same as for SCO)
• If a hurricane occurs during insurance                                   

period in the county, payment is made



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Hurricane Insurance 
Endorsement• Endorsement available for most 

crop program/counties in VRO
• if probability of occurrence during 

insurance period is > than 2% 

• Not available for livestock, PRF, 
area plans, or WFRP/Micro Farm 
programs

• Covers the base policy deductible 
up to 95 percent of crop value

• Premium subsidy fixed at 65%
• Triggers:

• Hurricane – hurricane force winds 
recorded in county or adjacent 
county – 100% payment

• Tropical Storm Option – TS winds 
(34+ knots) and 6” rainfall over a 
4-day period – 50% payment per 
occurrence

HIP-WI / Tropical Storm Option 



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

Tropical Storm Option Basics

• Must be a named storm which intersects county or adjacent 
county

• Must also have at least 6 inches of rain in 4 days (1 prior, the 
day of, and 2 after)

• Must be between planting and end of insurance period
• Data from NOAA-CPC and NOAA-IBTrACS
• NOAA-CPC data is used for current Rainfall Insurance programs
• NOAA-IBTrACS data is used for current HIP-WI program
• Payment is equal to 50% of liability
• Counties hit twice or also by a hurricane will receive no more 

than 100% of liability



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

HIP-WI Indemnities Paid 

Indemnities as of 1/2/2024
• Florida: $11 million, 7 crops

(Peanut, Nursery, Corn)

• Georgia: $75 million, 16 crops
(Peanuts, Cotton, Corn, Blueberries)

• South Carolina: $25 million
• North Carolina: $32 million
• SC & NC: 11 crops 

(Corn, Soybeans, Cotton, Tobacco)



FPAC- Risk Management Agency

How to find more information
www.rma.usda.gov



FPAC- Risk Management AgencyFPAC- Risk Management Agency

Thank You

Questions or 
Concerns??

Contact the 
Valdosta Regional Office 

rsoga@usda.gov
229-242-7235
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