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Payments Made during FY 2023

= Texas has over 10,000 active Financial
Assistance contracts with Farmers,
Ranchers, and Forest stewards.

= $98.5 million in payments
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New FY 2023 RCPP Agreements

= Prairie Grasslands Conservation in Central Texas
(GRIP)

= Land Management

= Nueces Watershed Additive Conservation
Partnership

= Entity Held Easements

= Camp Bullis Sentinel Landscape
= Land Management
= Entity Held Easements

= Drought Resilience Incentive Program (DRIP)
= Land Management

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center




USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

sl VS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FY 2023 Financial Assistance & Easements

Program Contracts or
Agreements

EQIP $122.9 million 2482 1,808,938
CSP $14.6 million 120 522,551
CSP-GCI $1.5 million 193 18,766
State CIG $1.0 million 5 NA
WRE/WREP $13.9 million 12 4453

ALE $5.0 million 6 6025
RCPP-Entity Held $3.5 million 4 14,466
Easements
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FY 2023 IRA Funds

Program Contracts or
Agreements

EQIP $12.4 million 126,932
CSP $5.0 million 35 150,606
ALE $25.4 million 17 13,846
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EQIP Fund Pools for FY 20242
I O I

AFO/CAFO Beginning High Tunnel WaterSmart
Farmer/Rancher

Shortleaf Pine SDA Source Water StrikeForce
Farmer/Rancher Protection Initiative

Sustainable University Lands  Urban Initiative Wildlife

Forestry & African
American Land

Lesser Prairie Monarch NWQI Conservation
Chicken Initiative  Butterfly Incentive
Contract
Migratory Bird National Air Organic On-Farm Energy
Resurgence Quality
Local Fund Pools  CPA, DIA, CEMA IRA-Climate
Smart
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Source Water Protection Practices for FY 2024?

Brush Herbaceous Conservation Conservation

Management Weed Treatment  Cover Crop Rotation

No Till Contour Buffer Prescribed Cover Crop
Strips Burning

Critical Area Reduced Till Sediment Basin Well

Planting Decommissioning

Pond Fence Woody Residue Field Border

Treatment

Riparian Herb. Riparian Forest Filter Strip Stream Habitat

Cover Buffer Improvement

Grade Grassed Irrigation Microirrigation

Stabilization Waterway Reservoir
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Source Water Protection Practices for FY 2024?

Sprinkler System Irrigation- Surface Irrigation Water Access Control
and Subsurface Management
Forage Harvest Pasture and Hay Livestock Pipeline Prescribed Grazing
Management Planting
Pumping Plant Grazing Land Range Planting Stream Crossing
Mechanical Treat.
Streambank and Channel Bed Strip Cropping Structure for Water
Shoreline Protection Stabilization Control
Nutrient Pest Management  Terrace Vegetative Barrier
Management
Salinity and Sodic Tree/Shrub Watering Facility Water and
Soil Mgmt. Establishment Sediment Ctrl. Basin
Water Well Restoration of Rare  Wetland Wildlife Upland Wildlife
or Declining Habitat Habitat Mgmt. Habitat Mgmt.
Wetland Wetland Creation Wetland
Restoration Enhancement
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Priority Practices for FY 2024?
- ! |

No Till Cover Crop Well Riparian Forest
Decommissioning Buffer
Grassed Wildlife Habitat Mulching Nutrient
Waterway Planting Management
Terrace Upland Wildlife
Habitat
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FY 2024 WRE GARC

= Texas NRCS set the FY 2024 Geographic
Area Rate Cap (GARC) at $5000 per acre

= Appraisal Required

= Payment for Fair Market Agriculture Value but
not to exceed GARC
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FY 2024 Proposed Sign up
Deadlines

= EQIP: November 3, 2023
= To include IRA funding

= CSP: January 26, 2024
= To include IRA funding

= ACEP: December 8, 2023
= ALE (General and GSS), WRE, WREP

= RCPP: to be determined by Lead Partners
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Questions?

Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies,
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American
Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a
Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.

Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
fax: (202) 690-7442; or
email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

General CRP Signup 60

More than 190,000 acres accepted in Texas

Grasslands CRP Signup 205

« More than 144,000 acres accepted in Texas

Farm
Service
Agency

fsa.usda.gov



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
General CRP Signup 60 results were announced on June 12. The signup results included more than 190,000 acres in Texas. FSA is working with NRCS in finalizing conservation plans for these contracts to take place.

Grassland Signup 205 results were announced on July 19. Signup results for this program included more than 144,000 acres in Texas. As with general CRP, we are working with NRCS to have these contracts to take effect.
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Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Active Enroliment (July 2023)

CRP General CRP Grasslands
* Contracts: 9,821 « Contracts: 975
« Farms: 7,526 « Farms: 724
* Acres: 1,528,135 * Acres: 317,620
« Annual Rent: $53 million* « Annual Rent: $5.4 million*
CRP Continuous SAFE
« Contracts: 2,940 . Acres: 211,995
 Farms: 1,995 (CP38E Grass)
* Acres: 312,936 —
« Annual Rent: $13 million* Service
Agency

*estimated
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Inflation Reduction Act

Assistance for Distressed Borrowers
(Section 22006)

e (Cash Flow-Based Assistance

e For FSA direct loan borrowers who did not have sufficient cash
flow to make their scheduled loan payment between Aug. 1, 2022
- Jan. 15, 2024.

e Extraordinary Measure Assistance
e For FSA direct loan borrowers who took extraordinary measures

to keep their loan accounts current between Feb. 28, 2020 — Oct.
18, 2022.

Request assistance at farmers.gov or
in-person at local FSA office.

Farm
Service
Agency

fsa.usda.gov
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Presentation Notes
Under section 22006, FSA is delivering assistance for distressed borrowers of FSA direct farm loan programs through cash flow-based assistance and extraordinary measure assistance. Qualifying direct loan types are: Farm Ownership, Operating (including Youth and Microloans), Emergency, Conservation, and Soil and Water loans. 

A borrower may be eligible for cash flow-based assistance if they are a current FSA direct loan borrower who can demonstrate they are (or were) unable to develop a feasible plan for the current production cycle. These borrowers lack sufficient cash flow in their operating plans to make their most recently due or next loan installment payment when considering all operating costs, family living expenses, and debt repayments for the current production cycle.

If an FSA direct loan borrower with a qualifying loan is unable to pay their upcoming installment or has already missed a recent payment due since August 1, 2022, they can request a cash flow analysis from FSA. This assistance is currently limited to installments due between August 1, 2022 through January 15, 2024. 

The cash flow analysis will consider the borrower’s financial status for the current production cycle. If FSA determines that a borrower qualifies for cash flow-based assistance, FSA will make a one-time credit to the borrower’s account in the amount of the missed or upcoming direct loan installment(s). 

Consistent with other Section 22006 assistance provided to FSA direct loan borrowers, cash flow-based assistance is only available to borrowers who have not received prior IRA Section 22006 assistance that covered a forward direct loan installment.

A borrower may be eligible for extraordinary measure assistance if they are a current FSA direct loan borrower, took a qualifying extraordinary measure between February 28, 2020 through October 18, 2022 to pay an installment on their qualifying direct farm loan, and can provide required supporting documentation to FSA. 

FSA farm loan accounts that have been paid in full are not eligible for IRA Section 22006 payment assistance. Qualifying extraordinary measures for payment assistance are:
Deferral of a loan that is not an FSA loan
Obtaining additional debt not ordinarily taken on in the normal course of business through resources outside of FSA and/or formal or informal loans from family members or individuals to make FSA farm loan payments
Delinquency as of May 19, 2023 on essential family living and farm operating expenses in order to make FSA farm loan payment, provided the outstanding expenses are from the period between February 28, 2020 and October 18, 2022
Early withdrawal of non-liquid assets such as retirement funds, college funds or long-term investments with related fees or penalties for early withdrawal
The sale of essential assets that are required to maintain the current operation level of the borrowers farm and household

Borrowers can request assistance through the 22006-assistance request portal on farmers.gov or visiting the farm loan team at their nearest FSA office.


=
US DA United States

———= Department of
= Agriculture

Inflation Reduction Act

Increasing Land, Capital,
and Market Access Program (Section 22007)

* This program will fund cooperative agreements or grants
for project in one of the areas of concern:
« Capital access or markets access concerns that affect
ability to access land; or

A combination of one or more of land, capital, and market
access concerns.

« Center for Heirs Property Preservation, H.O.P.E. for Small
Farm Sustainability, Kansas Black Farmers Association,

Inc.

Farm
Service
Agency

fsa.usda.gov
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Presentation Notes
USDA launched the Increasing Land, Capital, and Market Access Program, through FSA, to fund cooperative agreements or grants for projects that help move underserved agriculture producers from surviving to thriving. The program will help underserved producers by increasing their land, capital, and market access.

Land access is critical to the success of agriculture. Underserved producers have not received the amount of specialized technical support that would benefit the launch, growth, resilience, and success of their agricultural enterprises. The Increasing Land Access Program is intended to address this problem by increasing access to farm ownership opportunities, increasing access and improving results for those with heirs’ property or fractionated land, increasing access to markets and capital that affect the ability to access land, and increasing land ownership, land succession, and agricultural business planning.

Projects focus on strengthening land access with at least one of the following related areas of concern: 
Capital access or market access concerns that affect the ability to access land.
A combination of one or more of land, capital, and market access concerns.

Earlier this summer, FSA announced projects selected for this program. Projects through the Center for Heirs Property Preservation, H.O.P.E. for Small Farm Sustainability, and the Kansas Black Farmers Association, Inc., will be working with producers in Texas as part of their funding agreements.
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Inflation Reduction Act

Discrimination Financial Assistance Program
(Section 22007)

Deadline to apply extended to Jan. 13, 2024.

Deadline to request records from FSA extended to Nov. 3,

2023.
Analytic Acquisitions, Regional Hub

22007apply.gov

Farm
Service
Agency

fsa.usda.gov
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Presentation Notes
This program is providing up to $2.2 billion in financial assistance for farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA’s farm lending programs prior to January 1, 2021. USDA announced on Friday that the deadline for persons to apply for the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program has been extended until Jan. 13, 2024.

For applicants that may need to request records from FSA to support their application, they now have until Nov. 3, 2023 to request those records, but those records are not required to apply for the program.

USDA selected a national administrator and two regional hubs to deliver this program. Analytic Acquisitions is the regional hub covering the western region of the United States and has two office in Texas, one in Katy and one in McAllen, providing assistance to those applying for the program.

Additional program and contact information can be found online at 22007apply.gov.

https://22007apply.gov/
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Urban Agriculture

Urban County Committees 2023 Selected
Locations
Albuquerque, NM Minneapolis-St. Paul, Boston, MA
Atlanta, GA MN Columbia, SC
Chicago, IL New Orleans, LA Denver, CO
Cleveland, OH New York, NY Houston, TX
Dallas, TX Philadelphia, PA Jackson, MS
Detroit, Ml Phoenix, AZ Kansas City, MO
Grand Rapids, M Portland, OR Las Vegas, NV
Los Angeles, CA Richmond, VA Little Rock, AR
Pittsburg, PA Farm
Service
Agency

fsa.usda.gov



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
USDA has stood up Urban County FSA Committees focused on urban agriculture. These 27 county committees for urban agriculture are around the county, which are listed here.�
Urban County Committee Roles include:
Outreach to local Stakeholders to promote USDA programs. 
Understand Programs within USDA and how they impact the producers.
Identify the needs of the growing urban agriculture market within the defined urban area. 

They will also:
Conduct meetings at least quarterly
Review applications, make determinations and hear appeals for FSA. 
Build knowledge of FSA and NRCS programs and work to inform their communities. 

FSA will support urban agriculture through our existing array of programs and loans.
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Stay in Touch

Producers can signup at farmers.gov/subscribe for email
communications.

Producers can text STCountyName to
FSANOW (372-669) for text alerts.

« TXBrazos, TXFortBend

Farm
Service
Agency

fsa.usda.gov
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Producers, owners and others interested in keeping up to date with important FSA and NRCS program deadlines and information are strongly encouraged to sign up for govDelivery.

This instant communication system allows newsletters, deadline reminders and bulletins to be sent right to your email address.

Producers can signup online at farmers.gov/subscribe for email communications. For text alerts, producers can text their two-letter state abbreviation and county name, without spaces, to 372-669.

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/subscriber/new/

—_—
_ United States Department of Agriculture
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National Water Quality Initiative
(NWQI)
FY24




United States Department of Agriculture

« The STAC Water Resources sub-committee met on July
12th to discuss recommendations for the FY24 NWQI

program.

+ It was recommended that the program continue as is with
no changes.

« The program was discussed, and the committee agreed
to recommend no changes.

« The Texas NRCS FY24 NWQI proposal, with no changes,
was submitted to National Headquarters on July 20,
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Source Water Protection Areas
(SWPA)
FY24

Natural
EResources
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Service



United States Department of Agriculture

« The STAC Water Resources sub-committee met on
August 10t to discuss recommendations for the FY24
SWPA program.

+ It was recommended that the program continue as is with
no changes.

« The program was discussed, and the committee agreed
to recommend no changes.

« The Texas NRCS FY24 NWQI proposal, with no changes,
was submitted to National Headquarters on August 17th,




United States Department of Agriculture

« The STAC Water Resources sub-committee met on
September 22" to get an update on the FY24 NWQI
& SWPA initiatives and discuss additional items for
the full STAC meeting.

« Aaron Hoff, Tarrant Regional Water District,
discussed the effects of commercial solar farms
and their impact on Water Quality and other
resource concerns.

« Aaron agreed to give a brief presentation to the full
STAC meeting.




Costs and Benefits of Solar Development

waters! ed

protection

» Pros

» Long term income source for
farmers and ranchers

» Temporary influx of jobs

» Kickbacks such as community
improvement projects

» Prevents more intensive forms
of development



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Right: Elm Branch grand opening celebration

Pros
Lucrative for farmers and ranchers – payments can come out to the hundreds of thousands per year (for total acreage)
Temporary influx of construction jobs to support local economy
Kickbacks like community improvement projects from corporate developers
Prevents more intensive forms of development, such as housing developments or industrial use – “large footprint, but soft footprint”; some landowners have been using solar as a defense against the threat of eminent domain for high-speed rail; if done right, can be used as a long term strategy to rest the land and rebuild soil health for future ag use



Costs and Benefits of Solar Development

watershed
protection

» Cons

» Runoff and erosion concerns
during construction and post-
construction

» Use of chemical vegetation
management methods
necessary in some areas

» Potential for permanent loss
of quality habitat, range, or
farmland


Presenter Notes
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Cons
Significant erosion concerns during construction and post-construction time periods
Potential compounding concern of legacy sediments
Increased runoff to downstream properties
Occasional use of chemical vegetation management methods that can runoff to neighboring properties and local water bodies, particularly during land clearing phase
Potential for permanent loss of quality prairie, range, or farmland – if soil is not taken care of, the land will be useless for everything but more intensive development in the future




watershed
protection
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Left – erosion and incision of ephemeral creek running through property. On the bottom edge of the photo, you can just see the edge of some cracked and deteriorating concrete from a bridge that is washing out due to increased runoff volume and velocity. The landowner did not previously have issues with this bridge. Fenceline for solar panels is quite close to the creek in some locations.

Right – the same washed out area past the bridge, much more eroded and patched with riprap


watersh (:‘d
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Left – gully erosion headcutting from creek back toward solar panels – landowner threw in some hay bales to slow its advancement

Right – mixed blackland and gravel washout area downslope of large panel section

The vegetation that grown up on this site thus far is primarily nonnative Johnson grass and rye. There were natives in the seed mix, but they take time to establish and might not be successful if more aggressive grasses are not kept at bay. Vegetation did grow tall over the summer, but actual ground coverage was not great. 

All this soil is washing into tributaries of Chambers Creek and onward to RC reservoir. Siltation and potential for legacy pollutants are a problem for us. The landowner hopes to pass the land off to his son to farm after the solar lease is up (and/or do agrivoltaics during) and does not want to lose that soil, either. A lot of these are going in with absentee landowners – real estate investment happening to recruit solar leases. 


watershed
protection

|deal Best Management Practices

» Work with solar developers and
our local partners to create
suggested BMPs that better
account for local concerns

» Minimize grading

» Don’t remove existing vegetation
» Double seeding/pre-seeding

» Utilize native grass mixes

» Co-locate agricultural activities


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Work with solar developers and local NRCS/SWCD/AgriLife agents to create construction and post-construction BMP suggestions that account for highly erodible blackland soil
These practices might include:
Minimize grading
Don’t remove existing vegetation unless necessary
Double seeding/preseeding: seed before panel installation to stabilize and after installation to fill in what was damaged during installation
Utilize native mixes with strong root structures where possible (researchers are working on mixes with appropriate height profile)
Co-locate grazing to reduce mechanical and chemical vegetation management and provide additional income streams

Right: Pisgah Ridge “golden row” with preseeding
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Questions?

Kyle Wright
State Water Quality Specialist
USDA NRCS
101 S. Main
Temple, TX 76501
(254) 742-9865
kyle.wright@usda.gov

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of /%]r/jcultyre,( USD{}) civil rights resqulations and policies,
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, Sex, gender identity (including gender
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income dérived from a public
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
conducted or funded tI):}/ USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complairit filing deadlines vary by
program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information
9(_3% Braille, large lpr/nt audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s
ARG (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-

ET Center a
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program Natural
discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to Res —
File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at an¥ USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the esources
Tetter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Conservation
Service



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint

Fish and Wildlife
Subcommittee
Update

Cyndee Watson
NRCS STAC Fish and Wildlife
Subcommittee Chair

State Coordinator for Texas
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program
cyndee watson@fws.gov



Fish and Wildlife
Subcommittee

* Role — we serve 1n an advisory capacity to
provide information regarding pressing wildlife
concerns 1n Texas to the State Conservationist
for her consideration

* The subcommittee met via Microsoft teams on
July 25, 2023. In total, 29 people called into the
meeting. Our main topic of discussion was the
new 10% EQIP fund pool.



Subcommittee Discussion

* During our meeting, concerns were brought up
that some practices were being included in that
pool that were not beneficial to wildlife. As a
group, we discussed several practices that we

recommend be included and have submitted
that list to NRCS.

* After that meeting, we sent a poll to
subcommittee members to see 1if we needed to
meet again before the STAC — consensus was
that we did not need to meet again.



F&W Subcommittee

* During the Spring STAC, we formally
requested that several scenarios be
adopted by TX NRCS for watershed
restoration under 643 Restoration of
Rare or Declining Natural
Communities and 410 Grade
Stabilization Structure, Zuni bowls.

* We are grateful that NRCS has
accepted this request by adopting the
scenarios under 643 and we understand
they are working with engineers on an
existing practice for zuni bowls.

* We also requested to collaborate on
training with NRCS and are grateful
that several partners now have funds
to conduct these trainings.
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Training with NRCS and potentially partners 


Formal Request

* We respectfully and formally request that an internal
communication strategy be developed on which

conservation practices are eligible under the 10%
EQIP Wildlife Fund Pool.




Thanks on behalf of the Fish and
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With that, I thank you on behalf of the entire fish and wildlife subcommittee.
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