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Iowa Bulletin:   440-23-6 Date:  March 20, 2023      

Subject:  PGM – Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Funding  
Guidance for the Conservation Stewardship Program and 

 Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
 

Action Required By:  September 15, 2023 
 
 
Purpose.  To provide FY2023 IRA implementation guidance and deadlines. 
 
Expiration Date.  September 30, 2023. 
 
Background.  The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) provides assistance to agricultural and forestland 
producers to invest in climate and clean energy solutions and promote climate-related benefits through 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. 
 
Explanation.  Use the guidance in this bulletin, along with policy in Title 180 National Planning 
Procedures Handbook, Title 440 Conservation Program Manual (CPM) Part 502, “Terms and 
Abbreviations Common to All Programs,” 440 CPM Part 530, “Working Lands Conservation Program 
Manual,” National Instruction 440-310, “NRCS Program Ranking through Conservation Assessment 
Ranking Tool (CART)” and training to prepare for program opportunities, completing assessments, 
accepting and processing applications, and evaluating requests for funding. 
 
Follow 440 CPM § 530 policy, including the newly added Subpart M, “Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) – 
Funded Contracts,” for additional guidance on IRA-funded contract obligations. 
 
Additional information is available on the Iowa SharePoint and IRA website. Inflation Reduction Act | 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (usda.gov) IRA guidance for Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) will be provided in a separate directive. 
 
1. FY2023 IRA EQIP and CSP Timelines  

 
District Conservationists (DC) are to process FY2023 1st round signup IRA EQIP and CSP 
applications as follows: 

 
Deadline Activity 

March 17, 2023 IRA EQIP and CSP application batching cut-off date. To be 
eligible applications must be entered in ProTracts by the 
deadline. You must select signup 2 in Protracts. 

May 5, 2023 IRA EQIP and CSP: Must complete application assessment and 
ranking in the Conservation Assessment Ranking Tool 
(CART). Application selection will occur within a week after the 
ranking deadline. Unranked, pending, or applications without 
uploaded cost estimates will not be considered. 

August 11, 2023 Iowa IRA EQIP and CSP obligation deadline. This is to allow 
time for processing at the AO/SO level to ensure Iowa meets 
the IRA National deadline.  

September 15, 2023 National IRA EQIP and CSP obligation deadline. 
 
 
2. IRA Program Eligibility  
 

A. IRA funds cannot be combined with any other United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
program funds within a contract. The requirement to complete all activities by September 30, 
2031, should be emphasized to IRA participants. See 440 CPM § 530.121 and 530.123 for  

  additional guidance. 

https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/49197.wba
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/49197.wba
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/48564.wba
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/47771.wba
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/nrcs_iowa/programs/Shared%20Documents/IRA?csf=1&web=1&e=FKrT7j
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
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B. IRA payments will count toward program-specific payment limitations as described in 440 CPM 

§ 530, Subpart M, as follows: 
i. CSP payment and contract limitation is $200,000. 
ii. EQIP payment and contract limitation is $450,000. 

 
C.   For FY2023, states will offer and create IRA spending ranking pools for both CSP and EQIP. 

Applications must be entered in ProTracts under one of the appropriate IRA ranking pools listed 
below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  If entering an application for both general EQIP or Classic CSP and IRA EQIP or IRA CSP, there 

will be one practice schedule in Conservation Desktop, but two applications entered into 
ProTracts. 

 
3. Conservation Assessment Ranking Tool (CART) Instructions 

 
 The CART users guide is posted on the Conservation Assessment Ranking Tool (CART) 

(sharepoint.com) in the CART User and Administration Guide folder. The CART-Help-Users-Guide 
explains policy on how CART must be used. The guide is useful as a reference when completing 
assessments, making decisions during eligibility determinations and field verifications. Under CART 
topics on the CART SharePoint page, click on CART Guide Sheets to access fact sheets of specific 
interest. 

 
4. Application Processing. 
 
 Applications selected for IRA funding must have the IRA radio button on the ProTracts application 

page set to “Yes” before the application is promoted to preapproved status in Select Application 
Tool (SAT) and ProTracts. The radio button selection can only be changed if it’s in pending, eligible, 
or preapproved status. Users may not change this selection for approved applications or obligated 
contracts. 

 
 

 
 

 
Field offices must notify participants of their application being approved using 440 CPM § 
530.129(B), “IRA Application Approval Letter.” The letter template is attached to this bulletin.  
 
 

EQIP CSP 
IRA EQIP Soil Health IRA Classic Agricultural Land 

 IRA Beginning Farmer, Socially 
Disadvantaged Farmer, Organic 

 IRA CSP Source Water Protection 
 IRA Classic Non-Industrial Private Forest 

https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/nrcs/intranet/SitePages/CART.aspx
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/nrcs/intranet/SitePages/CART.aspx
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/nrcs/intranet/SitePages/CART.aspx
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/nrcs/intranet/Shared%20Documents/CART/CART_Guide_Sheets


3 
 

 
5. Contract Development and Requirements 

 
A. Follow contract development guidance in 440 CPM § 530, Subparts E and M.  
 
B. EQIP and CSP contracts using IRA funds must include one or more core conservation practices 

or activities identified in the Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry (CSAF) Mitigation Activities 
list for FY2023. In Iowa, IRA will only contract core conservation practices, no supporting 
practices or activities should be scheduled. See the CSAF Mitigation Activities List FY2023 
attached to this bulletin. A copy of CSAF Mitigation Activities List FY2023 must be kept in the 
participant’s file for future reference. 
 

C. For IRA EQIP Soil Health applications, use the Regular EQIP cost list in creating your cost 
estimates. The five core practices available to be scheduled are: Prescribed Grazing, Cover 
Crops, Nutrient Management, No-till, and Conservation Crop Rotation. 

 
D. The period of performance for an IRA contract may not extend beyond September 30, 2031. 

NRCS does not have authority to waive this limitation.  
 

E. In addition to the appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1202, NRCS must use 440 CPM § 530.129(A), 
“IRA Addendum to Appendix to for NRCS-CPA-1202.” A copy of the IRA Addendum is attached 
to this bulletin. The addendum supplements the general terms and conditions established in the 
appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1202. Participants with an IRA-funded contract must sign both the 
contract appendix and IRA addendum at the time of obligation. 
 

F. The CSP and EQIP preobligation checklists, located on the Programs page of the Iowa 
SharePoint under Contract Management Forms, have been updated to include IRA 
requirements. States must use the updated program-specific preobligation checklists that 
include the new IRA section. 

 
Contact. Please contact Rubyana Neely, CSP Program Coordinator, at rubyana.neely@usda.gov, for 
questions regarding CSP IRA. Please contact Jessica Downey, EQIP Program Coordinator, at 
jessica.downey@usda.gov, for questions regarding EQIP IRA. 
 
I look forward to a great year of assisting our customers with timely implementation of the Inflation 
Reduction Act funding. 
 
 
 
 
Jaia Fischer 
Acting State Conservationist 
 
Attachments: 
CSAF Mitigation Activities List FY2023 
IRA Addendum  
IRA Application Approval letter 
Attachments can also be found on the Iowa Programs SharePoint under the IRA folder: IRA 
 
 
 

mailto:rubyana.neely@usda.gov
mailto:jessica.downey@usda.gov
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/nrcs_iowa/programs/Shared%20Documents/IRA?csf=1&web=1&e=pzf2sp
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Addendum  
to Appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1202, “Conservation Program Contract” 

February 2023                                                                                                                           Page 1 | 2 
 

Participant Name (Decision maker):       

Program/Contract Type:       Contract Number:       

(Note: This addendum does not apply to contracts administered under the 2014 Farm Bill Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP-EQIP and RCPP-CSP), 2018 Farm Bill CSP Grassland 
Conservation Initiative, or Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) program.) 
 
This addendum supplements the General Terms and Conditions established in the appendix to Form  
NRCS-CPA-1202, “Conservation Contract,” for contracts funded by Subtitle B, “Conservation,” of Title II of the 
IRA, Public Law 117-169. This addendum identifies additional terms and conditions applicable to Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), and 2018 Farm Bill Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program Land Management and Rental (LMR) contracts obligated with funds made 
available by the IRA.   
 
The Participant hereby agrees to the following additional terms and conditions required by the use of IRA funds: 
 
I.   General Terms   

 NRCS used funds provided through the IRA to approve this contract. If this is an EQIP or CSP contract, the IRA 
funds are authorized only for contracts with one or more conservation practices or activities, identified by 
NRCS, that directly improve soil carbon, reduce nitrogen losses, or that reduce, capture, avoid, or sequester 
carbon dioxide, methane, or nitrous oxide emissions associated with agricultural production. Practices and 
activities that address IRA priorities are hereafter referred to as IRA conservation practice and activities.  

II.   Agreement 
A.  If this contract is either an EQIP or CSP contract funded by the IRA, the participant agrees that the contract 
may only contain IRA conservation practices and activities that address one or more IRA priorities. The 
participant further agrees that an IRA conservation practice or activity may not be substituted with a non-IRA 
conservation practice or activity under this contract.  
B.  If this contract is an RCPP-LMR contract funded by the IRA, the participant agrees that for the duration of 
the term, the contract must address one or more of the project resource concerns for which the contract was 
originally selected and funded and the contract must be implemented in accordance with NRCS policies and 
approved project provisions documented in the associated programmatic partnership agreement, as applicable. 

III.  Payments  
A.  The participant agrees to complete all IRA conservation practices and activities in accordance with this 

contract.  The participant acknowledges and accepts that NRCS does not have authority to approve and will 
not issue payment for any conservation practice or activity after September 30, 2031.  NRCS does not have 
authority to waive this limitation on the use of IRA funds. 

B. The participant is not eligible for payment under this contract if the participant receives payment or other 
benefit for the same practice or activity on the same land under any other program administered by USDA. 
Duplicate payments of USDA IRA and other funds are prohibited.  

  
  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5376/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22inflation+reduction+act%22%2C%22inflation%22%2C%22reduction%22%2C%22act%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=5


Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Addendum  
to Appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1202, “Conservation Program Contract” 

February 2023         Page 2 | 2 

IV. Period of Performance
The period of performance of this contract may not extend beyond September 30, 2031.

By signing this Addendum, I acknowledge I have read and agree to be bound by these additional Terms and 
Conditions of the Appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1202, as required, to receive IRA funds under this contract. 

1A. Signature: 1B. Date: 

2A. Signature: 2B. Date: 

3A. Signature: 3B. Date: 

4A. Signature: 4B. Date: 

5A. Signature: 5B. Date: 

6A. Signature: 6B. Date: 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 



530.129 B IRA Application Approval Letter 

<<Date>> 

«Participant_Name» 
«Participant_Information_Address_Line» 
«Participant_Delivery_Address_Line» 
«Participant_Address_City», «Address_State» «Address_Zip_Code» 

Application Number:  «Contract_Number» 

Dear «Participant_Common_Name»: 

We are pleased to inform you that the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has 
selected your application for participation in the <<Insert Program Name (Acronym)>> using 
funding provided through the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA).  
 
While the <<Insert Program Acronym>> program rules and regulations still apply to this 
contract, please be advised there are some differences when it comes to IRA funding authority.  
 
[Insert applicable paragraph] 
For <<EQIP or CSP>>, NRCS has determined that your pending contract meets the IRA 
priorities and that your scheduled practices or activities will directly improve soil carbon, reduce 
nitrogen losses, or reduce, capture, avoid, or sequester carbon dioxide, methane, or nitrous oxide 
emissions associated with agricultural production. Additionally, due to IRA requirements, 
contracts implemented through the IRA funding authority cannot be extended or paid beyond 
September 30, 2031.  
 
[Or] 
 
NRCS has selected your RCPP Land Management and Rental application under an approved 
programmatic partnership agreement. The project may target IRA priorities that directly improve 
soil carbon, reduce nitrogen losses, or reduce, capture, avoid, or sequester carbon dioxide, 
methane, or nitrous oxide emissions associated with agriculture production. Additionally, due to 
IRA requirements, contracts implemented through the IRA funding authority cannot be extended 
or paid beyond September 30, 2031 
 
This letter is not a formal approval of your contract request, so please do not start any 
conservation practice or activity before your contract has been signed by the authorized NRCS 
official.  Doing so will result in the practice or activity becoming ineligible for NRCS financial 
assistance. 
 
Please review the enclosed contract documents so you are aware of all contract requirements and 
contact the local NRCS office at <<(XXX) XXX-XXXX>> to discuss any questions, concerns, 
or if you identify any changes needed to the enclosed contract documents.  Contract documents 
included with this letter are: 

• Form NRCS-CPA-1202, “Conservation Program Contract,”  
• Appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1202, “Conservation Program Contract,”  
• IRA Addendum to Appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1202, “Conservation Program 

Contract,” 
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• Form NRCS-CPA-1155, “Conservation Plan or Schedule of Operations,” and 
• Conservation plan and conservation plan map. 

 
If you agree to all contract provisions and wish to proceed with the contract, sign and return the 
enclosed documents or use the Farmers.gov web portal to sign the documents electronically.  The 
Farmers.gov portal allows producers to work with NRCS through the Internet as a supplement to 
in-person support.  For more information on Farmers.gov and to obtain a secure login and 
password, visit www.Farmers.gov. 
 
Please consider using the Farmers.gov website through your desktop, tablet, or mobile device 
to— 

• Submit, review, and electronically sign documents.  
• Request conservation technical and financial assistance. 
• Report conservation practice or activity completion. 
• Request and view payments for completed conservation practices or activities. 

 
NRCS must receive your signed documents or otherwise hear from you no later than <<insert 
date here; NHQ recommends 15 days from expected receipt of letter>>.  If we do not hear from 
you, NRCS may be unable to fund your application during this current funding period.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
<<Enter DC Name>> 
District Conservationist 
 
Enclosures 

http://www.farmers.gov/
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