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Planned 2022 Activities
• Soils website updates and migration plans
• SPSD SharePoint update
• Soils Planner 2022 and 2023
• Field Notes Webinars
• Updating fact sheet guidance
• Exhibiting
• Supporting NCSS Regional Conferences
• ChLOE Collaboration
• DSP Outreach sub-team 
• SPSD Dashboard prototype
• C&O Team membership



Website Updates & Migration

 Recent content review
 Updating current site
 Preparing for Drupal
 Initial migration 

discussions with FPAC-
BC webmaster

 Want larger migration 
planning team 

 Fresh opportunity to 
improve access to Soils 
resources



Migration to Drupal
USDA website uses 
Drupal



Migration to Drupal
Farmers.gov website 
uses Drupal

What is Drupal?
• Open-source
• Web content 

management 
system

• Mobile friendly
• Sophisticated API 

for developers to 
extend functionality



SharePoint Modernization – Old Look



SharePoint Modernization – New Look



2022 Soils Planner

Available from 
the NRCS 
Distribution 
Center on 
December 13th.



2023 Theme — Twelve Tough Digs, Unique Locations
The planner will feature 12 historically tough or unique soil survey 
locations that required exceptional effort from the field crew—remote 
locations, dangerous wildlife, extreme geology, etc. 

2023 Soils Planner

• 2–3 high-resolution photos in jpg, tiff, 
or png format

• A short write-up (who, what, when, 
where, why, and how it was tough or 
unique)

• Photo information (for credit): 
Photographer’s name, professional
association, and date photo taken

Please send photos and write-ups to 
kristina.wiley@usda.gov by Monday, December 6, 2021.



FIELD NOTES WEBINAR SERIES

 7 webinars
 18 presentations
 Average of 150 

attendees/webinar
 Recordings on YouTube
 Tune in on Dec 14 for #8

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Dan Perkins — Northwest Region
Russell Almaraz — Southwest Region
Lance Brewington — Southeast 
Region
Casey Latta — North Central Region
Jason Teets — Southeast Region
Sara Russell — South Central Region
Betsy Schug — North Central Region
Geraldine Vega Pizarro — Northeast 
Region
Zoe Ash-Kropf — Alaska
Deb Harms — KSSL
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Fact sheet guidance
Updating the 2018 guidance on fact sheets
• NSSC-Editors@usda.gov
• SPSD Internal Review
• FPAC Approval

mailto:NSSC-Editors@usda.gov


2022 Exhibiting Opportunities
National Science Teaching 
Association
March 31 - April 3, Houston, TX

22nd World Soil Congress
July 31 – August 5, Glasgow, Scotland

American Society of Landscape 
Architects
November (TBD), San Francisco, CA

American Planning Association
April 30 – May 3, San Diego, CA

Ecological Society of America
August 14-19, Montreal, Canada (with 
Canadian Ecological Society)

USA Science and Engineering 
Festival
(TBD), Washington DC

National Association of Realtors
November 11-14, Orlando, FL

ASA-CSSA-SSSA
November 6-9, Baltimore, MD

AGU
December 12-17, Chicago, IL



NCSS Regional Conferences
Providing support:

Webpages
Field tour guide design & printing

•North Central: Grand Rapids, Michigan – June 20-23, 2022
•Northeast: Newark, Delaware – June 13-16, 2022
•South: Greenville, South Carolina – June 6-10, 2022
•West: Missoula, Montana – June 27-30, 2022



ChLOE Collaboration
Children Learning Through Outdoor Experiences (www.teachchloe.org)
Initial meeting of the ChLOE Working Group, Nov 8-10, 2021

Organizations represented:
• University of California
• University of Tennessee Knoxville
• University of Missouri
• Virginia Tech
• United Soybean Board
• NRCS

Main goal is to develop and support a network of outdoor, agriculture-based 
science education centers at land-grant universities.  Will reach underserved youth 
by offering out-of-classroom learning experiences for K-12.

I provided examples of our existing educational resources focused on Soil Health.  
Group developed some initial ideas for creating outdoor experiences that meet the 
needs of teachers and support STEM concepts and skills aligned with Next 
Generation Science Standards (NGSS).



DSP Outreach sub-team
New sub-team under the DSP Focus Team
Currently meets biweekly 
Priorities:
1. DSP fact sheet for landowners
2. Webpage update
3. Templates for handout that the soils office can use when working with field 
offices, producers, and landowners? Separate ones for Intermediate and one for 
Intensive DSP projects.
4. Showcase examples of DSP efforts or parts of the process including soliciting staff 
to showcase DSP efforts in "Field notes"
5. How are the deliverables shared with producers? With conservation staff?
6. Data visualization for project outcomes
Future ideas:
1.Dashboard of DSP projects throughout the country
2.Would a story map or story map template be helpful?
3.How to increase awareness with STC, SLTs, SSS, Asst. SSS, etc.



SPSD Dashboard 
• Prototype under development
• Direct link to Soil Survey Projects Status Map
• Highlights for Regional projects
• Highlight Branch activities
• Current development is in the “Classic” Story Maps 

environment which will end in June 2024. 
• Long-term issue will be migrating to the newer Story Map 

environment.
• Website migration to Drupal (with new online tools) could offer 

a better alternative.

• https://arcg.is/1njPqO0

https://arcg.is/1njPqO0


Focus Team Members
• Tammy Cheever, Information Technology Specialist, NSSC, Lincoln, NE
• Robert A. “Andy” Colter, National Soils Program Leader, USFS, Campton, NH
• Rebecca Fox, Asst. State Soil Scientist, Little Rock, AR
• Jason Kenworthy, Geologist, NPS, Denver, CO
• Jenn Mason, MLRA Soil Survey Office Leader, Clinton, TN
• Jason Nemecek, National Soil Data Applications Scientist, Ft. Collins, CO
• Shawn Nield, State Soil Scientist, Boise, ID
• Jo Parsley, Regional Director, South Central Region, Temple, TX
• Paul Reich, Geographer, Beltsville, MD
• Pam Thomas, Associate Director, Soil Survey Program, Washington, DC
• Jim Thompson, Professor, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV
• Tammy Umholtz, Visual Information Specialist, NSSC, Lincoln, NE
• Kristina Wiley, Writer-Editor, Amherst, MA

Thank you!
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