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North Dakota State Wildlife Action Plan

m Serve as a blueprint for
conserving our state’s fish and
wildlife and preventing
endangered species.

m Three key goals:

- Keep common species
common

- Prevent further listings
under the Endangered
Species Act

-  Preserve the state’s fish
and wildlife resources for
the foreseeable future




Species of
Conservation Priority

m Rare, declining, or at-risk species

m 115 species
- 47 birds
- 2 amphibians
- 9 reptiles
- 21 mammals
- 22 fish
- 10 mussels
- 4 insects

m Monarch, Regal Fritillary,
Dakota Skipper,
Poweshiek Skipperling




Endangered Species

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Is the principal federal entity for
administering the Endangered
Species Act (ESA)

12 species currently listed as
threatened or endangered in
North Dakota

11 petitions/species that
include ND are under review

Anticipate more petitions and
listings
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ESA Listed Species

m North Dakota currently has 12 species
listed as endangered or threatened.

Black-Footed Ferret (E)
Dakota Skipper (T)

Gray Wolf (E)

Least Tern (E)

Northern Long-Eared Bat (T)
Pallid Sturgeon (E)

Piping Plover (T)

Poweshiek Skipperling (E)

Red Knot (T)

Rusty Patched Bumble Bee (E)
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid (T)
Whooping Crane (E)



ESA Petitioned Species
& Species Under Review

Sturgeon Chub

Sicklefin Chub

Moose

Western Bumble Bee
Monarch Butterfly

Regal Fritillary

Eastern Spotted Skunk?
Prairie Gray Fox?

Little Brown Bat
Golden-winged Warbler?
Suckley’s Bumble Bee



Grassland Birds

e Western Meadowlark

e 1966-2015 trend: -1.25
e The State Bird is now rare in
eastern 1/3 of the state.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
State bird, many people connect with declines of meadowlarks… trend estimates simples measure of population change over time: % change per year. 


Grassland Birds

e Baird’s Sparrow
e 1966-2015 trend: -3.59

e Chestnut-collared Longspur
e 1966-2015 trend: -4.24

e Lark Bunting
e 1966-2015 trend: -8.03



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not just meadowlarks, many grassland obligate species are experiencing drastic declines
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
North Dakota’s natural habitat was predominantly prairie – large open areas that have few trees and covered in grasses. Consequently, numerous grassland endemic wildlife species are dependent upon native prairie, or as we defined as unbroken grasslands. Over the past 150 years, the landscape of North Dakota has changed dramatically.  Since 48 species of conservation priority and myriad other wildlife in North Dakota depend on grasslands to complete their full annual life cycle, it is important to identify where native prairie, or unbroken grassland, remains on the landscape and take conservation measure to reduce their fragmentation and conversion. 







State of the State

200 years ago Today

Wetlands: Loss of approx. 60%
Native Prairie: Loss of approx. 72%
Woodlands/Shrubs: Loss of approx. 25%


Presenter
Presentation Notes
These two pie charts depict the change in habitat that has occurred in North Dakota over the past 200 years. The left chart, representing pre-settlement percentages, indicates our state was comprised of 85% grasslands, 11% wetlands and 4% woodlands and shrubs. Today, those habitat types look drastically different. The bottom chart, representing present day percentages, indicates we have lost about 72% of our native prairie, 60% of our wetlands and 25% of our woodlands and shrubs. The take away from this slide is that our native habitats have been substantially reduced.




Many Factors Contribute to
Grassland Loss

Energy

Develolshiecitassland and

Invasive Species
wind
Development


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once thought that everything that could be tilled was
Two drivers Commodity prices and drought tolerant crop varieties
Not just native prairie also CRP
Lost 2 million acres or roughly 3,000 square miles since 2007
Raises a lot of deer, ducks, grassland birds ect

Tree rows


Wetland 
Small temporary wetlands most at risk. Those warm shallow wetlands provide breeding habitat for a number of species ducks , amphibians.

Energy
Relatively new impact to the state in the volume that it is occurring over the last 10 years
Small direct impact but finding that the indirect impacts to the landscape are much larger then the foot print
Example truck traffic and calling birds



Cost of Endangered Species

m Dakota Skipper Recovery Plan
- Total Estimated Cost of the Recovery Actions = $32,930,000

m TOTAL expenditures for domestic and foreign species in
FY2016 were nearly $1.5 billion.

- $1.4 billion by Federal agencies
- $100 million by States

 FY2016 expenditures for Whooping Crane
m $870,000 by Federal agencies
m $11,500 by States

 FY2016 expenditures for Piping Plover (NGP)
m $10.8 million by Federal agencies
m 3$440,000 by States

m What s the real cost to the state of North Dakota, citizens, _
landowners, commerce, industry, etc. for doing business as society
progresses?




Proactive

84%

These species will require continuing, long-
term management investments.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wildlife management has taken a reactive approach for too long and the time for change is now. This strategy is expensive, time consuming, burdensome to all stakeholders involved, and often unsuccessful. We will be more successful if we ensure our species of conservation priority can persist on the landscape rather than trying to bring them back once they are gone. 


THE VISION

“An ounce of
prevention Is worth
a pound of cure.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ben Franklin’s 1736 quote to remind citizens of Philadelphia to remain vigilant about fire awareness and prevention.
We need to remain vigilant about grassland awareness and prevent loss of species.



THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

Element 1.

Revitalize, reconnect, and sustain existing working
grasslands & ranches.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The meadow lark is a singer of a higher order, deserving to rank with the best. Its song has length, variety, power and rich melody; and there is in it sometimes a cadence of wild sadness; inexpressibly touching. Yet I cannot say that song would appeal to others as it appeals to me; for to me it comes forever laden with a hundred memories and associations; with the sight of dim hills reddening in the dawn, with the breath of cool morning winds blowing across lonely plains, with the scent of flowers on the sunlit prairie, with the motion of fiery horses, with all the strong thrill of eager and buoyant life. I doubt if any man can judge dispassionately the bird songs of his own country; he cannot dissociate them from the sights and sounds of the land that is so dear to him.”


Less than one-quarter of the state remains as pasture or ranchland – or as natural resource professionals refer, native prairie. Ranching is vital to saving the remaining native prairie grasslands. There is growing demand from consumers for grass-fed and grass-finished beef, pastured pork and poultry, and other products raised in a holistic and wildlife-friendly manner. The ranching community and grassland advocates can maximize these common goals to promote and expand working ranchlands to benefit wildlife and people. 


THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

Element 2.

Reinvent a statewide grassland reconstruction
program.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is demand from landowners to enroll previously cropped land into a grassland reconstruction program. A smart investment in our natural resource future includes reinventing a statewide working grasslands program for cattle producers and other private landowners who want to rebuild native grasslands on their land. Grassland reconstruction is a commodity for sequestering carbon, reducing runoff, filtering clean water, creating wildlife habitat, producing forage for cattle, and provides a guaranteed income for landowners. 


THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

Element 3.

Offset Impacts to grassland habitat function and value
as development advances.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
North Dakota is an energy rich state, and as development intensifies within and adjacent to grasslands, the increased disturbance can cause wildlife displacement and avoidance. Urban areas are also expanding, converting grasslands to housing, but city planners and developers are also becoming more green-space conscious. Human advancement can proceed with a no-net-loss to grassland ecosystem services by offsetting residual impacts as a result of the development, whether it is in the countryside or cities. 


THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

Element 4.
Meadowlarks for human well-being.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Imagine if every North Dakotan delighted in nature like Theodore Roosevelt. The world has changed a great deal since he rode a train to Medora to hunt bison in September 1883. Unlike the bison bellows, the sweet song of the meadowlark can still be heard on remnant tracts of prairie. Bird music, as Roosevelt referred, arouses memories from our lives and forms an unbreakable connection to the land. 
Today, even in our relatively pastoral state, too many North Dakotans are living without a connection to nature. Meadowlarks instill an ethic of stewardship and responsibility for natural resources, and boosts human well-being, for as Roosevelt said, an eager and buoyant life. Reconnecting with nature and meadowlarks will help build healthy, vibrant people and communities. 


THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

Element 5.
Advance grassland ecosystem recovery by learning.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once native prairie is converted, it is lost forever. As novel grassland recovery projects are implemented, monitoring effectiveness and adapting management practices are necessary to ensure efforts are successful. Alternately, if grasslands are intact but there are no meadowlarks, we need to explore what other ecosystem stressors may be impacting grassland dependent species. 


USDA RCPP — An
Opportunity

*  Promotes coordination of
conservation activities with
partners, producers, and
landowners

* Pools partner resources

e Offers value-added
contributions to expand
capabilities

 Addresses regional natural
resource concerns

e Provides measurable
improvements and outcomes



RCPP Partners Mtg.

m WHAT: Partner meeting to discuss potential collaboration on a
2020 USDA Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
proposal to protect, enhance, and reconstruct native grasslands
in North Dakota.

m  WHY: A growing conservation crisis is occurring in our state, as
well as in our country. In North Dakota, a prairie state, less than
a quarter of its original native grasslands still remain... and much
of the remaining is fragmented, invaded, and degraded.

- North Dakota’s state bird is declining at a rate of -1.3% annually

- Forty-eight of ND’s 115 rare and declining species of conservation
priority depend on grasslands

- Native pollinators, bees and butterflies, are experiencing concerting
declines and uncertain future

- The number of cattle operations in our country is declining at about 1
percent per year

m WHEN: March 4, 2020 (1:00-4:00)

m WHERE: Ducks Unlimited Great Plains Regional Office, 2525
River Road, Bismarck, ND 58503 Bismarck, ND



Discussion...
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