
State Technical Committee Minutes 
Richmond, Virginia 
February 18, 2014

Wade Biddix, NRCS ASTC-Programs, began the meeting at 1:00 by asking who had joined us via 
teleconference.  Then he welcomed everyone, introduced himself and asked attendees to do the same. He 
thanked the group for understanding the need to postpone the meeting from January to February.  Felt there was 
no need for the meeting in January since there was no Farm Bill at that time. 

Attendance: Wade Biddix (NRCS), Jack Bricker (NRCS), Ron Wood (NRCS), Chad Wentz (NRCS), Emily 
Horsey (FSA), Philip Reed (VOF), Patricia Stansbury (VABF/WRIR), Kristen Hughes Evens (Sustainable 
Chesapeake), Dale Gardener (Water Stewardship), Libby Norris (CBF), Jim Baird (AFT), Blaine Delaney 
(NRCS), Don Loock (PEC), William Hale (VABF), Hillary Mehl (VT), Jim Schroering (VCE), Patrick Vincent 
(NRCS), Diane Dunaway (NRCS), Georgia Solseth (NRCS Recorder). Connected via teleconference:  Seth 
Coffman (Trout Unlimited), Julie Hawkins (NRCS). 

Opening Comments:  

Jack Bricker, NRCS State Conservationist – Welcomed everyone.  He explained to the attendees that were 
just there for the STC meeting that some members participated in the National Crop Cover and Soil Health 
Forum in the morning and that he appreciated their input.  There was good discussion about where to go from 
here in Soil Health.  The big news was that there was a new Farm Bill.  The Agricultural Act of 2014 was 
signed by the President on February 7.  NRCS programs staff will share what they know of the changes.  There 
is still a lot that is unclear and everything is essentially on hiatus while National NRCS establishes new program 
policy and rules.  He asked that everyone be patient.   

Program Updates: 

Emily Horsley (FSA) – Likewise, FSA programs are on hold until Farm Bill 2014 policies are established at 
National level.   

Diane Dunaway  (NRCS) – Easements – (Handout) – Provided a quick overview of the Farm Bill 2014 
changes to the easement programs.  FRPP, GRP, and WRP have been repealed and replaced with ACEP – 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program.  See handout for details. 

Patrick Vincent (NRCS) - EQIP/ WHIP/CSP – (Handouts) – Because of the new Farm Bill, we are not able 
to obligate any program funds until the new program rules are determined.  We have pre-approved contracts 
ready and waiting for contract obligation.   

Blaine Delaney (NRCS) - (Handouts) - Provided a summary of current Virginia Conservation Innovation Grant 
(CIG) projects. FY14 Virginia CIG Program has been allocated $350,000.  CIG Announcement should be 
released in early March. Pre-Proposals will be due on May 2 and selected Pre-Proposal applications will be 
announced on May 23. Full Proposals will be due on June 27.  Topics can cover soil health (highest priority), 
wetland restoration design, precision agriculture, silvopasture, and/or economics. 

Wade – Presentation on 2014 Agricultural Act (New Farm Bill) – Wade provided a PowerPoint presentation 
on the highlights of the Agricultural Act of 2014.  Copy of the presentation is attached.  Some concern was 
expressed by attendees regarding the provision that no Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
funds may be used to cover partner administrative costs. Another question was asked about FRPP certified 
partners. Clarke County in Virginia is the only FRPP certified partner in the nation.  Jim mentioned that 
American Farmland Trust is hosting webinars every Wednesday at 4:00 pm on the Farm Bill – tomorrow’s 
program is on Easements. 



 
UAgency Updates: 
Kristen Hughes Evans (Sustainable Chesapeake) – Working with NFWF on national CIG grant on injecting 
manure and its proper utilization which has impact in Virginia.  Poultry liter has some problems which they will 
review. Multiple partners are involved.  Sustainable Chesapeake has overall coordination of project.  Manure 
injection program looking at soil improvements in the short-term.   
 
Libby Norris (CBF) – General assembly is having a strong water quality year. CBF congressional folks worked 
on the hill on Farm Bill. CBF will be working on several riparian buffers in March.  CFB on Eastern Shore is 
working with Green Seed Technologies on soil quality.  The calendars for Graziers planners are out and 
available along with the soil planners.  Working on the National CIG grant which is in its second year - looking 
at BMPs and how they are helping the Bay. 
 
Jim Baird (American Farmland Trust) - Provided a handout on the BMP’s Challenge.  Have been addressing 
pre-sidedress nitrate testing – looking to see if farmers will be more responsive to tests.  Right now they are 
having systemic conversations and will pull together a report of their findings.  There appears to be a lot of risk 
- out of 10 fields studied half had a lower yield.  With the reduced nitrogen only two had negative reports. They 
are having soil health meetings with cooperators – set up replicated strip trials to convey effects. Also working 
with Ag. retailers.  Conservation insurance – allow them to have customary practice and the new practice. If 
they suffer a yield loss, AFT will pay them for the loss.  Allows farmers to try it before adoption with very little 
risk.  Need grant funding and can also partner with others. 
 
Don Loock (PEC) – Introduced himself. He is replacing Sue Ellen Johnson on the committee.  PEC has 
partnered with Clarke County on three easements.  They also have a new CIG grant on soil health – multi-
species farming in Rappahannock.  They are using it to draw in existing farmers.    
 
Jim Schroering (VCE) – VCE agents have been very involved in forage and other meetings through the state 
especially pesticide meetings. This has been an odd year for farmers.  Fields have been saturated and farmers 
haven’t been able to add any nitrogen to their fields. 
 
Philip Reed (VOF) – The Virginia Outdoors Foundation had its biggest year ever - 60,000 acres going into 
conservation easements.  Send farmers that want to do permanent easements to them.  
 
Seth Coffman (Trout Unlimited) – They will be involved in several riparian plantings in March.  They have 
signed a contract with NFWF for Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Grant.  Grants were submitted to get funding to 
expand TU’s service area.   
 
Closing Comments:   
 
Jack Bricker (NRCS) – expressed thanks to everyone who attended the meeting; he stated that NRCS 
appreciates the input and looks forward to seeing how we can all work together with the new Farm Bill.   
 
Wade Biddix (NRCS) – Wade passed around the Soil Planners.  Wade stated that he would like to get back on 
the normal STC schedule which means that the next meeting will be March 25.  However, that may change 
depending on what information is available regarding the Farm Bill 2014.  He will let everyone know. 
 
NOTE: Next State Technical Committee Meeting will be March 26, 2014 at 1 p.m. at the NRCS State Office. 
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