Soil Health - Organic Matter, 0 to 30cm
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7 ik i % s fg Organic matter percent is the weight of

' ' decomposed plant, animal, and microbial residues
exclusive of non-decomposed plant and animal 3
residues. It is expressed as a percentage, by |
weight, of the soil material that is less than 2 mm in
diameter.

Soil organic matter (SOM) influences the physical,
chemical, and biological properties of soils far more
than suggested by its relatively small proportion in
most soils. The organic fraction influences plant
growth through its influence on these soil
properties. It encourages soil aggregation, ||
especially macroaggregation, increases porosity,
and lowers bulk density.
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