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CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLICATION 


Applicant (Decision Maker): Application Date: 


Address: 


Email: 


Location where assistance is requested: 


Telephone: Receive text messages (optional): 


Assistance Requested: 


Click here for instructions to complete this form or contact the local office for assistance. 


1. Do you have a customer record with the Farm Service Agency (FSA)?
❑ Yes ❑ No


2. Interested in participating in the following (select all that apply):
❑ Agricultural Conservation Easement


Program-Wetland Reserve Easement
(ACEP-WRE)


❑ Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)
❑ Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)


❑ Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP)


❑ Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP)


a) Program enrollment type, activity type, and/or project name, as applicable:


3. Applicant Information:
Select the business structure and enter the legal name, and tax identification number for all applicants who
will be participants on the contract or agreement including the decision maker.


Business 
Structure 


(Mark with an X) 


Applicant Legal Name 
Tax Number 
(last four digits) Individual Entity 


❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ 


To add more applicants, complete NRCS-CPA-1200 Continuation Page, Applicant Information and attach to this form. 


a) If applicant is a legal entity or joint operation, do you have appropriate documents including
proof to sign for the entity or joint operation?
❑ Yes ❑ No  ❑ N/A



https://formsadmin.sc.egov.usda.gov/eFormsAdmin/instruction?FileType=RevisionInstruction&FileName=Instructions 10.19.2021.html

https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/browseFormsAction.do?pageAction=displayPDF&formIndex=1
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b) Complete the table below for all applicants who meet the requirements for one or more of the
historically underserved categories.  Refer to the instructions to learn more about the 
requirements. If none, leave blank. (optional)


Limited 
Resource Socially Veteran 


Farmer Beginning Disadvantaged Farmer Veteran 
or Farmer or Farmer or or Discharge 


Applicant Legal Name Rancher Rancher Rancher Rancher Date 
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 


4. Land Information. The following questions apply to the land being offered for enrollment
through this application.


a) Land Type (check all that apply):
❑ Private Land
❑ Public Land:  ❑ Federal Government  ❑ State Government   ❑ Local Government
❑ Indian Land:  ❑ Allotted     ❑ Tribal Trust Land   ❑ Tribal Non-Trust Land   ❑ Other


b) Control of Land Documentation (check all that apply):
❑ Deed or other evidence of land ownership
❑ Written lease agreement
❑ Other agreement or legal conveyance (describe):


c) Is the land currently enrolled in other USDA conservation program(s)?
❑ Yes ❑ No
Which program(s):


d) Organic Certification:
❑ Certified Organic by the National Organic Program (NOP)
❑ Transitioning to become Certified Organic by the NOP
❑ Exempt from Organic Certification as defined by the NOP
❑ Not Applicable


e) What is the primary crop type(s)?


f) What is the primary livestock type(s)?
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The applicant agrees not to start any financially assisted conservation practice or activity or 
engage the reimbursable services of a certified technical service provider before an obligating 
document is executed by NRCS. The applicant understands that if they start a conservation 
practice or activity prior to NRCS executing an obligation the applicant will be ineligible to 
receive payment for the conservation practice or activity. The applicant may request a waiver to 
begin a conservation practice or activity early by submitting their written request to the 
applicable NRCS State Conservationist. Applicants must provide NRCS with written 
authorization from the landowner to install structural or vegetative practices on leased land 
included in this application. 


 
The applicant acknowledges that they have or will file all other required eligibility information 
including highly erodible land conservation/wetland conservation certifications, adjusted gross 
income certifications, and member information for entities and joint operations with the FSA, as 
applicable, prior to NRCS approving an agreement based on this application. 


 
The applicant may obtain a copy of the applicable conservation program contract appendix, which 
defines the full terms and conditions of program participation at the local NRCS office. 
 
❑  Check here if NRCS-CPA-1200 Continuation Page, Applicant Information is attached. 


 
 


 
NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, 
political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or 
funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. 


 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English. 


 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or 
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA 
by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: 
program.intake@usda.gov 


 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
 


 Applicant Signature 



mailto:program.intake@usda.gov



		CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLICATION

		3. Applicant Information:

		a) Land Type (check all that apply):

		b) Control of Land Documentation (check all that apply):

		c) Is the land currently enrolled in other USDA conservation program(s)?

		Which program(s):

		e) What is the primary crop type(s)?






ACEP-WRE  
Enrollment Easement Process 


 
 
This is an example of the flow process outlining the basic procedures used for ACEP-WRE 
enrollment.  If any discrepancy exists in this flow process the provisions of the ACEP-WRE 
manual prevail. 


 
Pre-enrollment Process (PEP) 


 
PEP-Action 1 - Landowner Application (See Screening Tool) 
NRCS provides the landowner with a list of items that must be provided for the application to 
move forward. 
 


NRCS-CPA-1200 (2/2019) 
Current map of the offered acres 
Document identifying recordable access to the site (May be found in the Deed) 
Proof of landownership 
Soils map of the offered area 
Historical Aerial Maps of offered area (Pre-1985 maps) 


• Proof of change in hydrology and/or management (map showing ditches/drainage/onsite 
identification of ditches/drainage) 


 
 
 
 
 (See PEP-Action 2.) 


 
PEP-Action 2 - Determine Landowner Eligibility 
1. Landowner provides the necessary information for NRCS and the Farm Service Agency 


(FSA) to determine if the landowner is eligible to participate, including- 
(i) Current property deed or other current evidence of ownership documentation, including a 


breakdown of ownership shares. 
(ii) Proof of highly erodible land (HEL) and wetland conservation (WC) compliance (Form 


AD-1026). 
(iii)Proof of adjusted gross income (AGI) eligibility (Form CCC-941) (not applicable to 


Indian Tribes). 
(iv) If an entity- 


• Member's information (Form CCC-901 or CCC-902). 
• Proof that entity is a legal and valid entity in the State, usually a certificate of good 


standing from the secretary of state. 
• Proof of signature authority documentation. 


2. FSA must Enter landowner information into the Modernize and Innovate the Delivery of 
Agricultural Systems (MIDAS). 


3. Application, eligibility, and ranking materials are provided to the State office. 
4. Enter the application information into the National Easement Staging Tool (NEST). 
5. Conduct preliminary investigations, including obtaining and reviewing a preliminary title 


search and hazardous records search to identify title or hazardous substance issues that could 
potentially delay or prevent closing the easement. These preliminary investigation activities 
must be completed prior to the fund obligation EP-Action 4, unless there are extenuating 
circumstances. These preliminary investigation actions must be completed prior to closing 







on an easement, in EP-Action 6. 
Note: It is highly recommended a preliminary title search be obtained early in the process 
to ensure landowner eligibility is determined for the correct landowners of record. If the 
land ownership as identified on the preliminary title search differs from the ownership 
documentation provided by the landowner, all landowner eligibility must be confirmed 
based on the title search as it will be more current than the landowner-provided 
information. 







 


PEP-Action 3 - Determine Land Eligibility 
This action item is conducted through an onsite visit by the appropriate team of NRCS and 
partner specialists. Items that will be completed during the onsite investigations include the 
following: 


Determine if the land meets one or more of the ACEP-WRE land eligibility requirements. 
Complete the ranking worksheet. 
Complete preliminary planning activities so a cost estimate can be derived for the ranking 
and to ensure that the landowner agrees with the proposed restoration. 
Complete the hazardous substance examination checklist. 
Determine if there are any onsite or offsite issues that would make the land ineligible for 
enrollment. 
Complete assessments required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), and National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). 
Complete the . 
Verify the proposed easement boundary is acceptable to NRCS. 
Verify the route of ingress and egress is clear and recordable acceptable NRCS. 
 NRCS. Create the preliminary Wetland Reserve Plan of Operations (WRPO) 


 
PEP Action 4 - 24-Month Ownership Waiver Requests 
After initial landowner and land eligibility has been determined, if a 24-month ownership waiver 
is requested in writing by the landowner, the written landowner waiver request and supporting 
documentation must be reviewed by the State Conservationist, with final determination made by 
the State Conservationist or Chief, based on the circumstances of the ownership change. 


 
PEP-Action 5 - Make Tentative Funding Decisions 
Tentatively select applications for funding based on known or projected allocation levels. It is 
recommended that enough applications are tentatively selected to cover a State's historic 
dropout rate.  If project is- 


• Tentatively selected and easement compensation based on areawide market analysis 
(AWMA) and applicable geographic area rate cap (GARC) value, proceed to EP-Action 
1. 


• Tentatively selected and requires an individual USPAP appraisal, proceed to PEP- 
Actions 6 and 7. 


• Eligible but deferred, proceed to PEP-Action 8. 
• Ineligible, provide written notice of ineligibility, see subpart K, section 528.107. 


 
PEP-Action 6 - Letter of Tentative Selection (Only for Projects Needing an Individual 
Appraisal) 
Tentatively selected applications that require an individual appraisal to determine the fair market 
value must be sent a letter of tentative acceptance. The tentative acceptance letter does not bind 
NRCS to enroll the project but allows NRCS to proceed in acquiring an appraisal and provides 
the landowner with list of additional information that must be submitted to NRCS for the 
appraiser. 


 
PEP- Action 7 - Procure an Individual USPAP Appraisal for Easement Applications 







Individual USPAP appraisals are only ordered after the landowner and land eligibility is 
completed and the application has been ranked and tentatively selected for funding. The 
appraiser will be provided the NRCS appraisal specifications and information listed on the 
checklist of items to provide the appraiser. Once an appraisal is completed, a technical review 
must be conducted as described in the appraisal guidance. Funds are obligated for this appraisals 
and technical reviews directly to the agreement used to procure the services, not to the individual 
easement. A review by the NRCS national appraiser must be completed as required by current 
NRCS policy. Upon receipt of an acceptable appraisal, proceed to EP-Action 1. 


 
PEP-Action 8 - Unfunded Eligible Applicants Receive Deferral Letter 
All eligible applicants not selected for funding will be deferred. Unfunded eligible applicants 
will be notified that their application will be deferred unless the applicant notifies NRCS in 
writing that their application should be cancelled. 


 
Easement Process (EP) 


EP-Action 1 - Determine Easement Compensation Value 
Once an approved fair market value of the land has been determined by an AWMA or individual 
USPAP appraisal, NRCS will determine the easement compensation value based on the lower of 
the fair market value, applicable approved GARC, or landowner offer. 


 
EP-Action 2 - Provide Offer of Enrollment and Attachments to Landowner 
Insert the required information, including landowner information based on the current title 
commitment, acreage, easement compensation value, and expiration dates, into the appropriate 
agreement based on the enrollment type (Form NRCS-LTP-31, "Agreement for the Purchase of 
Conservation Easement" (APCE), or Form NRCS-LTP-40, "Agreement to Enter Contract for 30- 
year Land Use" (AECLU). Based upon enrollment type, provide the landowner an offer of 
enrollment letter indicating land has been selected for enrollment and include the APCE or 
AECLU, a copy of blank warranty easement deed or 30-year Contract (if an Indian Tribe), and 
all necessary attachments. 


 
EP-Action 3 - Landowner Accepts Offer 
If the landowner signs and returns the APCE or AECLU accepting the NRCS offer, proceed to 
EP-Action 4. If the landowner rejects the offer, stop the acquisition process and enter the 
cancellation date in NEST. 


 
EP-Action 4 - Complete the Preliminary WRPO 
Complete the preliminary WRPO to identify practices, anticipated locations, estimated extents 
and costs. Identify restoration and habitat goals and objectives, approximate acres and locations 
of habitat types to be restored, and other required elements. 


 
 


EP-Action 5 - Complete Internal Controls Reviews 
Complete the program-specific internal controls checklist and complete the first, second, and, 
when required, national-level reviews prior to obtaining State Conservationist signature on the 
ACPE or AECLU in EP-Action 6. Note: These reviews may occur prior to EP-Action 3. 







EP-Action 6 - State Conservationist Signs APCE 
Upon confirmation that enough funds are available, the State Conservationist signs the APCE 
or AECLU.  At this point, the acres are considered enrolled in the , and acquisition 
funds are obligated to the APCE or AECLU. The application is promoted to an agreement in 
NEST. For easement enrollments, NRCS notifies FSA in writing of the acres and location of 
the enrollment along with the acreage of any exempted subclass w soils for the purposes of 
allowing FSA to track the 25-percent county cropland limitation. 


 
EP-Action 7 - Procure Easement Boundary Survey 
An easement boundary survey must be obtained on all easements in accordance with the NRCS 
survey specifications. 


Provide the surveyor with the following information: 
NRCS easement programs land survey specifications, which require a digital copy 
and shapefile of the survey that can be uploaded to the national easement geodatabase 
Map of the easement area and access route 
Title and other ownership information 


Conduct an onsite visit with the landowner and surveyor to ensure that the correct area 
proposed for enrollment is identified for the surveyor. 
When the survey is completed, NRCS will review the survey with the landowner 
to determine accuracy and acceptability. 
Adjust the easement obligation based on final easement acreage determination. 


 
 
EP-Action 8 - Complete Easement Acquisition 


Obtain and review the title search documents and commitment. 
Finalize preliminary investigations of recorded and unrecorded exceptions to title and 
hazardous substance issues. 


Complete the certificate of use and consent. 
Prepare any needed "Subordination Agreement and Limited Lien Waiver" forms. 
Prepare the appropriate ACEP-WRE "Warranty Easement Deed" and any necessary 
exhibits to the deed; reflect any adjustments to acres or easement compensation amount 
based on the final survey. 


Obtain title opinion from the Office of General Counsel (OGC), send the items listed on 
the OGC "Preliminary Title Opinion (PTO)" checklist and any additional information 
required by your local OGC attorney, including but not limited to a copy of the- 


Preliminary title search, underlying documents, and title commitment. 
Easement boundary survey. 
Hazardous substance record search and checklist. 
Unexecuted warranty easement deed and any exhibits. 
Water rights information, if applicable. 
Preliminary certificate of inspection and possession. 
Certificate of use and consent. 


After the PTO is provided by OGC, complete required internal controls reviews, 
certifications, and acknowledgments. 







Provide closing instructions to closing agent and obtain payment information and required 
closing protection assurances from the closing agent. 


 


State Conservationist signs the deed to accept the easement and the easement 
compensation is sent to the escrow account managed by the NRCS closing agent. The 
closing agent conducts all title clearance requirements, has the deed executed and 
recorded, and issues the payment in accordance with the NRCS closing instructions and 
OGC title opinion instructions. The closing agent is paid separately for closing services. 
Obtain the final policy of title insurance from the closing agent. 
Provide required information to obtain a final title opinion from OGC. 
Within 10 business days of closing, enter the easement closing date, final easement acres, 
and other information in the NEST and upload required executed documents. 
Once the warranty easement deed has been recorded, NRCS notifies FSA of date of 
easement recording, location and acreage of easement, and document date of FSA 
notification in easement tracking database file. 
Once an easement is closed, provide the digitized spatial boundaries and attributes to the 
NGCE for uploading to the national easement geodatabase. 


 
 
 
EP-Action 9 - Complete Final Wetland Reserve Plan of Operations (WRPO) and Enter 
into Easement Restoration Agreements 
This action can be completed concurrently with EP-Action 4-8. The final WRPO is completed 
to identify conservation practices and activities extents, locations, purposes, costs, and 
implementation schedule and will address management, operations, and maintenance based on 
habitat, wildlife, and restoration objectives and practice or activity O&M requirements. Costs 
for implementation will be based on contractor bids, if available, or cost estimate based on final 
restoration plans and design. Decide on an appropriate contracting method to implement the 
WRPO and develop appropriate easement restoration agreement documents and execute in 
accordance with applicable financial management, contracting, and agreement requirements. 


 
Note: For 30-year easements and 30-year contracts, the final WRPO must be completed prior to 
easement closing because the landowner's portion of the cost-share will be withheld from the 
easement or contract payment. 


 
EP-Action 10 - Implement Final WRPO and Easement Restoration Agreements 
After the easement is closed or the 30-year contract is executed, the implementation of the 
restoration activities may occur. The following activities are included in this action: 


1. Practice layout, installation, checkout, and certification 
2. Practice payment 
3. Conduct onsite NHPA and ESA activities as required 
4. Enter the restoration completion date into NEST 







EP-Action 11 - Easement Monitoring, Management, and Enforcement 
After the easement has closed, NRCS will conduct annual onsite contract status reviews during 
restoration. After restoration is completed, NRCS will conduct annual monitoring in accordance 
with 440-CPM, Part 527, Subpart P. NRCS will identify management, repair, and enhancement 
needs and update the WRPO or management plans and develop compatible use authorizations 
(CUAs) as requested by the landowner or identified by NRCS. Management will occur as 
necessary and will be implemented by the landowner, NRCS, or another party identified by 
NRCS. More frequent onsite monitoring is required if there is an active CUA, ownership has 
changed, a natural disaster that might damage the easement has occurred, or any violation or 
enforcement issues have been identified. Monitoring, CUA, violation, and enforcement 
information will be entered in NEST. 
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Final---- For NRCS Staff USE.  
 


ACEP-WRE Screening Tool 


WRE Land Eligibility Criteria (Title 440-Conservation Programs Manual, 528.105 Land Eligibility) 


 


For lands to be eligible for ACEP-WRE one of the following criteria must be met.  


 


Check 
One Qualification 
 The land must be labeled as Farmed or Converted Wetlands-Wetlands farmed 


under natural conditions, Farmed Wetlands (FW), Prior Converted Cropland (PC), 
Commenced Conversion (CC) Wetlands or Farmed Wetlands Pasture (FWP) on the 
FSA tract map 


 Former or degraded wetlands that occur on lands that have been or are being 
used for production of food and fiber. 


 Lands substantially altered by flooding – Agricultural lands substantially altered by 
flood so as to develop and retain wetlands functions.  


 


 


If you answer yes to one of these questions, please document on a tract map by showing the location of 
any ditches or drainage systems. If lands are altered by flooding provide a map and photos identifying 
locations of the alterations.  Also include a soils map showing hydric soils. (Note: WX wetlands altered 
production not possible) 


 


 


If the applicant has provided an application and the land has been determined ineligible, refer to WRE 
program ineligibility letter.  If there are questions in regards to the qualification list or if you receive and 
application whether the site is eligible or ineligible please contract Bill Edwards.  
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_____________________________________________________________________ 


_____________________________________________________________ 


 


For NRCS use only: Easement No. Parcel No. 


 
 


Landowner Name: _ 
 


Farm Name (if applicable):_ _ 
 


NRCS WRE Ranking Form 


Part 1. Resource Ranking Factors (Maximum points = 200) 
Score 
(Make 


Selection) 


1. Hydrogeomorphic Class: (Maximum points = 25) 


• 25 points if 75% of the acres are estuarine, riverine or Carolina 


Bay, Mountain Bog or 


• 15 points if 75% of the acres can be described as depressions and slopes 


or 


• 10 points if 75% of the acres can be described as Flats 


or 


• 0 points if none of the above 


 


 
 


 


 


2. Hydrologic Restoration: ACEP-WRE Policy requires restoration of wetland hydrology 
to pre-manipulations conditions. Based on the county’s soil survey reports “Water 
Features”. Depth to water table value, obtained from web soil survey: (Maximum 
points = 100) 


• 100 points if at least 75% of area with a depth to water table of 0 – 30.5 cm 
(0 – 12 inches) 


or 


• 50 points if at least 75% of acres with depth to water table of 30.5 – 61 cm 
(12 – 24 inches) 


or 


• 0 points if at least 75% of area with water table depth of greater than 61 
cm/greater than 24 inches 


 
 
 
 
 


0 


3. WRE policy allows enrollment of adjacent lands if such land contributes 
significantly to the wetland functions and values of the restoration site. The 
acres of adjacent lands to be enrolled should not exceed the acres of otherwise 
eligible land to be enrolled. (Maximum points = 15)  


 


• 15 points for a ratio of ≤ 1.0, 


• 7 points for a ratio of > 1.0 and ≤ 2.0, 


•  0 points for a ratio > 2.0 


𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜 =  
𝐴𝑑𝑗𝑎𝑐𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑙𝑎𝑛𝑑 (𝑎𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑠)


𝐸𝑙𝑖𝑔𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝑤𝑒𝑡𝑙𝑎𝑛𝑑 (𝑎𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑠)
 


 


 


 
 
 


0 



http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
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4. Federal endangered or threatened species (Maximum points = 35) 


35 points if plan is located ≤ one mile of a federal or state threatened or 
endangered species as documented on the NC Natural Heritage database. 
Consult with USFS, Documentation must be provided 


or 


0 points if plan is not likely to affect any threatened, Endangered, or Special 
Concern Species 


 
 
 


0 


5. Proximity to wildlife corridors or specially designated waterbodies. (Maximum 
points = 10) 


10 points if contiguous with a permanently protected wildlife conservation area 
of at least 100 acres in size or Contiguous with a 303d listed waterbody for 
which the WRPO will address the reason waterbody is listed (i.e. sediment). 


or 


6 points if contiguous with state-designated Outstanding Resources Water, 
Primary Nursey Area, National/State Scenic River, or designated Trout 
Waters. 


or 


4 points if offered site located adjacent to a permanent river, stream or natural 
lake. 


or 


2 points if none of the above but will create a habitat corridor at least 300-feet 
wide that links existing protected habitats. 


or 


0 points for none of the above. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


0 


6.  Identify if 50% of the tract is one of the following (Maximum points =15) 


15 points: Prior Converted (PC) or None Wetland (NW) with certified hydric soil 
or Wetland Manipulated production not possible (WX) 


or 


12 points: Farmed Wetland (FW) or Farmed Wetland Pasture (FWP) 


or 


9 points: Wetland (W) 


or 


0 points: Upland buffer (NW) with certified non-hydric soil 


 
 
 


 
0 



http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/





U.S Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service 


3 


 


 


 


Part 2. Program Ranking Factors (Maximum points = 200) 
Score 
(Make 


Selection) 


7.  Hydric rating (Maximum points = 50) 


50 points if 75% of the offered land has a hydric rating of 15-100 


or 


30 points if 75% of the offered land has a hydric rating of 1-14 
 
0 points if none of the above 
 


 
 


 


8. Easement Duration (Maximum points = 10) 


10 points if permanent easement 


else 


0 points 


 
 


0 


9.  State Priority Areas (Maximum points = 30) 


30 points if in any of the following area: 


East Dismal Swamp (Washington, Beaufort, Hyde, or Martin County) 


or 


Scuppernong River headwaters in Tyrrell County 


or 


Lower Cape Fear Watershed (HUC 03030005: 
https://water.usgs.gov/wsc/cat/03030005.html 


or 


Target Parcels within the Sentinel Landscape High Priority Area (See general 
location here: https://repimap.org/?layer=EasternNCSL , but contact NRCS 
to determine if the WRE project is in a high priority/target area. 


0 points if in any other area. 


 
 
 
 
 
 


0 


10. Productivity of the offered land (Maximum points = 40) 


40 points if the offered area does not contain prime farmland soils. 


10 points if the offered area does not contain soils of statewide importance. 


0 points if the site has prime soil or soils of statewide importance.  


 


 


11. Declining Wetland Habitats of Special Concern (Maximum points = 30) 


30 points for any of the following: 


Carolina Bay 


or 


Upland depressions (non-alluvial pools) in the Piedmont or Mountains 


or 


Bogs and fens in the Piedmont, Mountains or Sandhills 


or 


Alluvial pools on piedmont or mountain floodplains 


0 points for any other wetland habitat. 


 
 
 
 


0 



https://water.usgs.gov/wsc/cat/03030005.html

https://repimap.org/?layer=EasternNCSL
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12. Historically Underserved Producers (Maximum points = 20) 


20 points for any producer defined at 


https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/people/outreach/slbfr/. 


Examples include: 


• Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher 


• Beginning Farmer or Rancher 
• Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher 


• Veteran Farmer or Rancher. 


0 points if not any of the above 


 
 
 


 
0 


13. NRCS Easement Cost (Maximum points = 10) 


• 10 points if < 70% of the appraised value 


• 8 points if ≥ 70% and < 85% of the appraised value 
• 6 points if ≥ 85% and < 99% of the appraised value 


• 0 points if equal to the appraise value. 


 
 


0 


14. Cost Effectiveness (Maximum points = 10) 


• 10 points if low cost, e.g. Ditch plugs, Water Control Structure, tile removal 


• 5 point if medium cost, e.g. Items listed above plus, short sections of dike 
across drainage outlet, vegetation restoration 


• 0 points if high cost, e.g. items listed above plus, perimeter dike, spoil 
removal, macro topography creation, stream restoration. 


 


 
0 


 
 


Total Points for Resource Ranking questions: (Maximum =200) 0 


Total Points for Program Ranking questions: (Maximum = 200) 0 


 
 


Signature from NRCS Approving Official: Date: 


 
 


Signature from USFS Approving Official: Date: 


Notes: 



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/people/outreach/slbfr/






North Carolina ACEP-WRE 


2018 Farm Bill 


Wetland Restoration Criteria and Guidance (WRCG) 


 


The following narrative describes wetland types commonly enrolled and restored under ACEP-WRE in 
North Carolina: 


Pocosin and Estuarine Systems on organic soils in the tide water region of eastern NC.  The tide water 
region of NC has extensive ditch systems that have altered the hydrology on a large scale.  The tidewater 
sites have been (drained) converted for crop and forest production.  The average ground elevation in 
this region range from .5’ to 20’ above means sea level.  The water level in these sites has been lowered 
to 3’ to 10’ below the surface by the installation of extensive canals/ditches.  The tidewater area is very 
important habitat for migratory birds such as waterfowl, wading birds and shore birds.  The target 
restored hydrology for these sites is at or above the surface during the winter and early spring.  With a 
focus to have some permanent water during the growing season with aquatic vegetation.  Target 
objectives in a restoration project would be mixed hardwoods with wetland vegetation in the 
understory and aquatic vegetation in the permanent water areas. The restoration sites are reforested 
with a diverse mix of hardwoods if restoration project began with a cropland site.  If the existing site is in 
loblolly pine production, the goal would be to conduct a commercial thin on the stand to reduce the 
basil area (BA) to allow native hardwoods to re-establish.  Some loblolly pines stands may need to be 
clear cut and reforested in hardwoods due to lack of hardwood regeneration and shrub competition.  
Some pine stands are thinned, then prescribed burning rotation would be used to create wet pine 
savannas that provide early successional habitat and biodiversity.  This practice is used with the most 
actively and interested landowners.  Common restoration practices and activities include but not limited 
to dike, ditch plug, farm path elevation, water control structure, slough excavation, tree planting, forest 
stand improvement, seeding native wetland vegetation, seed dikes in native warm season grass for 
upland and transition species. 


 


Carolina Bays in the southern coastal plain with organic soils in the bay and non-hydric mineral soils on 
the rim (of the bay).  The Carolina Bays have been ditched and drained for crop or forest production.  
These drainage systems have altered the water level from at or above the ground surface to several feet 
below the ground surface.  These systems provide unique habitat with a diverse system of flora and 
fauna.  There are many rare plants that exist on the fringe of the wetland upland interface.  Carolina 
Bays provide valuable habitat for many migratory birds such as waterfowl, wading birds and shore birds.  
Long leaf pine savannas many times exist around the perimeter of the bay and provides habitat for the 
endangered Red Cockaded Woodpecker and potentially other rare species.  In an undisturbed state you 
have open water, swamp forest transitioning into longleaf pine savanna.  Target hydrology for the 
restoration is water level at ground level up to several feet deep year around.  It is desirable to develop 
or manage the long leaf pine savanna around the perimeter (bay rim).  The hydrology of the Carolina 
Bay systems are restored by installing water control structures, dikes, ditch plugs, elevated access roads, 







slough excavation, tree planting, forest stand improvement, seeding native wetland vegetation, seeding 
dikes and roads with native warm season grasses for upland and transition species. 


 


Swamp Forests on mineral hydric soils in the coastal plain.  Swamp forest sites typically have been 
ditched and drained for crop and forest production.  The drainage systems have altered the water level 
from within a few inches of the surface, a few inches above the ground surface varying to several feet 
below the surface.  The swamp forest system in an undisturbed state would typically be hardwood 
forest with very small braided or first order stream heads.  The target restoration hydrology for these 
sites would be to bring the water within a few inches of the surface or to the surface with some shallow 
permanent water areas.  The restoration vegetation objective would be to establish mixed hardwoods 
with native wetland vegetation in the understory.  The permanent water areas would have native 
aquatic vegetation.  These sites provide valuable habitat for migratory birds such as waterfowl, wading 
birds and forest land birds.  The swamp forests provide valuable habitat for amphibians, reptiles and 
terrestrial species.  The practices or activities used to restore these sites would typically be dike, ditch 
plug, water control structures, stream channel restoration, wetland cell excavation, access road 
elevation, hardwood tree planting, seeding native wetland vegetation, native warm season grass 
establishment on dikes and roads.  For the tracts that are in loblolly pine production commercial 
thinning may be used to reduce the BA and allow for natural hardwood regeneration.   
Some stands may be burned to create wet pine savannas.  Other stands must be clear cut if hardwood 
regeneration is absent and replanted in hardwood seedlings.  For sites that are in crop production mixed 
hardwoods are planted. 


 


Riverian Flood Plain Hardwood Forest on mineral hydric soil located in the coastal plain, piedmont, or 
mountains.  Typically these areas have been ditched and drained for crop and forest production.  The 
drainage system has altered the water level from near the surface to several feet below the surface with 
reduced flooding conditions during wet periods.  These sites in their pre-existing condition would be wet 
hardwood stands along rivers and streams with varying macro topography. The target hydrology for 
these sites would be to establish water levels within a few inches of the surface to water levels on the 
surface with some shallow permanent water areas.  The vegetation would be mixed hardwoods with 
native wetland vegetation in the understory.  The permanent water areas would have native aquatic 
vegetation.  These sites provide valuable habitat for migratory birds such as waterfowl, wading birds and 
forest land birds.  These forests provide valuable habitat for amphibians, reptiles and terrestrial species.  
The practices and activities used to restore these sites would typically be dike, ditch plug, water control 
structures, stream channel restoration, wetland cell excavation, access road elevation, hardwood tree 
planting, seeding native wetland vegetation, native warm season grass on dikes and roads.  For the 
tracts that are in loblolly pine production commercial thinning may be used to reduce the BA and allow 
for natural hardwood regeneration.  Some stands are burned to create wet pine savannas.  Other stands 
must be clear cut if hardwood regeneration is absent and replanted in hardwood seedlings.  For sites 
that are in crop production mixed hardwoods are planted. 


 







Mountain Bog in North Carolina are mountain wetlands found in relatively flat spaces at the base of 
slopes, where long-term soil saturation makes an ideal situation for a range of wetland plants, many of 
them unique non-woody plants.  Bogs are typically small and many may be an acre or less.  The thick 
deposits of organic soils allow endangered plants like mountain sweet pitcher plant, green pitcher plant, 
swamp pink, and bunched arrowhead to grow, as well as unique wildlife like the endangered bog 
turtle.  Bogs also support extensive mats of sphagnum moss, in accumulations not found in other natural 
landscapes. Walking in a bog feels like walking or bouncing on a wet sponge.  These sites have been 
drained for pasture and crop production.  The drainage has lowered the water level from at or near the 
soil surface to several feet below the soil surface.  The target hydrology would be to reestablish the 
water levels at or near the surface.  The target restoration vegetation would be native non-woody 
plants.  Some of the practices or activities used to restore the site are ditch plug, water control 
structures, culverts, fencing, native wetland vegetation, native warm season grass buffer.  Managed 
grazing is used on many sites in order to control the woody vegetation on these sites if recommended 
by USFWS in management plan for bog turtles. 


 


Alternative Wetlands, CUA, Technical Considerations for Waivers: 


Pocosin and Estuarine 


 North Carolina (NC) would like to create some open water areas in these systems to provide habitat for 
waterfowl, wading birds and shore birds.  NC NRCS staff along with USFWS do not feel that these open 
water areas are alternate wetlands but would exist in the natural system before the disturbance of man.  
These open water areas may be used as food plot areas under CUA’s.  Food plots in CUA don’t exceed 
5% of the easement area.  NC staff are working with partners to restore the natural drainage patterns of 
these areas during restoration.  The NC Coastal Federation and North Carolina State University Biological  
and Agricultural Engineering (BAE) have assisted in the past to develop areas where the natural drainage 
water is pumped into the WRE/WRP easement area and then water is allowed to follow through the 
natural drainage area to the river or sound.  Pumps were purchased by partners such as NC Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund (CWMTF) and maintained by the drainage association or landowner.  The 
wetland restoration is not dependent on the pumps to be successful.  These areas do have higher 
restoration cost due to the extensive drainage systems that are in place and the deep organic soils that 
NRCS must deal with during restoration activities.  The increased cost for restoration does not create a 
long-term operation and maintenance cost burden to the program.  These restoration projects are very 
successful once completed, they restore valuable migratory bird, black bear, deer, and amphibian 
habitat along with improved water quality in the estuary located with close proximity.   


 


Carolina Bays  


These areas do have higher restoration cost due to the extensive drainage systems that are in place and 
the deep organic soils that NRCS must consider during restoration design and installation.  The increased 
cost for restoration does not create a long-term operation and maintenance cost burden to the 
program.  These restoration projects are very successful once completed, they restore valuable 
migratory bird, black bear, deer, and amphibian habitat.  







 


Swamp Forest and Riverian Floodplain Forest 


These areas do have higher restoration cost due the extensive drainage systems that are in place and 
the expense of stream restoration in North Carolina.  The increased cost for restoration does not create 
a long-term operation and maintenance cost burden to the program.  These restoration projects are 
very successful once completed.  These restorations improve valuable migratory bird, black bear, deer, 
and amphibian habitat.  


 


All CUA’s must be recommended in a wildlife habitat management plan prepared by NRCS Biologist, 
USFWS Biologist, or NCWRC Biologist to improve wildlife habitat on the easement area.   


 


NC has selected several priority areas around the USFWS refuge system.  In addition, NC has a sentinel 
landscape project area to support the Department of Defense (DOD) mission in eastern NC.  WRE/WRP 
easements are providing valuable protection to this mission.  The military mission is a very high priority 
in North Carolina. 


 


NC in consultation with the state tech committee has elected to focus on permanent easements with 
the limited funds that are received to maximize the environmental benefit of land protection. 
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A Background Information 
1. The United States of America, acting through the United States Department of 


Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), is considering 
purchasing conservation easements to assist the landowners in restoring, protecting, and 
enhancing wetlands on eligible land through the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) Wetland Reserve Easement Component (ACEP-WRE). 
 


2. All Areawide Market Analyses (AWMA) completed for ACEP-WRE must comply with 
instructions provided by NRCS: 
a. AWMA Assignment Form.  Identifies the easement program ACEP-WRE and 


provides reference to the appropriate market areas and land uses specific to the 
easement program. 


b. The NRCS State Conservationist will propose market area(s) and land uses in the 
exhibits referenced in subparagraph D1a. i. 4. 


3. NRCS may request a market trend analysis report for an existing AWMA report. 
a. AWMA Assignment Form.  Identifies the assignment requesting a market trend 


analysis for a specific AWMA report with an effective and report date. 
b. Market trend analysis report can be completed for the original AWMA report. 


4. NRCS national appraiser resolves questions that arise from these specifications. Contact 
information may be obtained through the NRCS State office. 


5. Delivery of the AWMA will be approved by the State. 
6. The national appraiser will review and provide final approval of the AWMA or market 


trend analysis report. Corrections and additions may be required for the final approval.  
7. Client is NRCS 
8. These specifications apply to a new AWMA, or the market trend analysis report.  Market 


trend analysis report refer to subparagraph M., Market Trend Analysis Report, for 
additional guidance. 


B Qualifications of Vendor  
1. The vendor must be a State-certified general (SCG) real property appraiser or obtain a 


temporary practice permit equal to State-certified general real property appraiser in 
compliance with title XI of the Financial Institution’s Reform, Recovery and 
Enforcement Act of 1989 (FIRREA) in the State or States where the AWMA is 
conducted.  
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2. The vendor must be in good standing with the licensing authority where the credential 
was issued, and not the recipient of disciplinary action within the past 5 years from the 
licensing authority. 


3. The vendor must have demonstrated competency in compliance with Uniform Standards 
of Professional Appraisal Practices (USPAP) in conducting AWMAs of rural and 
agricultural properties of the requested type. 


C Purpose of the Area Wide Market Analysis 
1. The purpose of the AWMA is to provide the fair market value (FMV) of the land for the 


land use types typically enrolled in ACEP-WRE easement program in the market areas 
identified by NRCS: 
a. The purpose of ACEP-WRE is to protect, restore, and enhance the functions and 


values of wetland ecosystems and lands enrolled are farmed or converted wetlands, 
former or degraded wetlands, agricultural lands that altered by flooding or soil 
saturation and water table elevation as a result of offsite or subsurface hydrologic 
changes, riparian areas, or conservation reserve program (CRP) lands without 
established trees.  Previously restored lands and adjacent lands are also included in 
the areas enrolled in ACEP-WRE.   


2. FMVs are provided for each market area and land use on a per-acre basis. 
3. FMVs are used to determine the FMV of an ACEP-WRE by multiplying the values by 


the acres of each land use in the ACEP-WRE project. 


D Information Provided by NRCS to the Vendor 
1. The NRCS will provide: 


a. State map showing the market areas to be analyzed: 
i. Regions or counties with similar land uses 
ii. Boundaries of each market area 


b. Land uses in each market area requiring opinion of typical market value: 
i. Identify the land uses typically enrolled in ACEP-WRE. 
ii. Define what is included in each land use category be as descriptive as possible to 


adequately define the land uses to be analyzed. 
c. Map of potentially eligible ACEP-WRE areas. 
d. The vendor must determine if the market areas and land uses are representative of the 


market areas found when analyzing the market sales data.  If market area and land 
uses are not representative of the market areas found the vendor shall notify NRCS 
and the contracting officer in writing that modification to the assignment are 
necessary.  The Vendor will meet with NRCS to discuss Vendor’s recommendations. 
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E Meeting with Client 
The Vendor will coordinate or be available for a meeting with the client to: 


1. Discuss their market research, market area, and land use recommendations when the 
vendor does not find sufficient sales data for the market area and land use.   
a. The expansion of sales market area. 
b. The vendor should discuss any market conditions, levee restrictions, encumbrances, 


or access issues that are not typical for the market that may restrict their market 
analysis. 


2. After completion of market research and the development of the draft AWMA report 
meet with the client to discuss their findings and report.  The meeting should be 
scheduled within 14 days after providing the client with the draft AWMA report. 


3. After completion of a market trend analysis report to discuss the findings and the final 
analysis.  The vendor should provide an opportunity for meeting to allow the client an 
opportunity to discuss the report. 


4. Even after initial acceptance of the AWMA or market trend analysis report by NRCS, the 
vendor will be available to discuss any corrections that the National Appraiser requires 
for final acceptance of the report. 


F Quality of Work 
1. The AWMA market analysis report: 


a. Must be clear, accurate, complete and must meet NRCS’s intent to determine the fair 
market value of land typically enrolled in ACEP-WRE.  The market analysis will 
meet USPAP compliance and must be conducted and reported in compliance with 
USPAP.  


b. The vendor must select comparable properties that represent the land use types that 
are typically enrolled in ACEP-WRE. 


c. The vendor must adjust value for property differences and conduct a current analysis 
of the competitive market. 


d. At NRCS’s discretion a contract reviewer may review the AWMA report. 
2. The AWMA market trend analysis report: 


a. Must be clear, accurate, and complete and must meet NRCS’s intent to consider the 
market trend of the fair market value of land typically enrolled in ACEP-WRE as 
described by the referenced AWMA report. 


b. The vendor must select comparable properties that represent the land use types within 
the appropriate AWMA market areas that are consistent with the original AWMA 
report. 


c. Describe the market trend as stable, increasing or decreasing. 
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d. For increasing or decreasing market include a time adjustment factor (TAF) 
supported by market area and if appropriate, by land use. 


G Selection of Comparable Properties 
1. Choose sufficient comparable sales from the entire market area being analyzed that 


include land uses typically enrolled in ACEP-WRE that would typically be eligible land 
types. 


2. Property rights:  Fee simple. 
3. Do not include sales far above or far below the average, as any divergence likely has 


valid reasons. 
4. Use comparable sales that are current, based on sales activity in the market area being 


analyzed.  Use sales no older than 18 months unless the market activity is limited, and a 
longer time period is required:   
a. Sales older than 18 months but less than or equal to 24 months may be used if limited 


sales are available with adequate written justification to support the sales search 
beyond 18 months old.   


b. Concurrence by the contracting officer or the national appraiser is required before 
using sales older than 24 months:   
i. Request to use sales beyond 24 months old must be submitted in writing with 


adequate justification of the market research and the number of sales that may be 
available beyond 24 months old. 


c. Request and authorization will be referenced in the report and documentation 
provided in the Addendum. 


5. Use similar property types as much as possible. 
6. Ensure comparable sales are in fact arm’s length transactions. 
7. Provide sufficient data on the comparable sales to support the conclusions of value. 
8. If the analysis of the comparable properties indicates the land use category is too broad or 


too narrow, contact the contracting officer and provide suggestions for changes to the 
land use category.  


 Example: Land Use – Cropland – Low-lying cropland and prime cropland 
indicate a wide range in value; suggest that the land use category of “Cropland” 
be changed to two categories – “Low-Lying Cropland” and “Prime Cropland.” 


9. If sufficient sales are not available for a market region or land use to provide a supported, 
typical market value the vendor will not establish a value and will recommend changes. 
The consideration of floodplain hazard zone or area, i.e. long a river, may define a market 
area to obtain sufficient sales data.  These changes can include combining similar regions 







U.S. Department of Agriculture  NRCS Easement Programs 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)   AWMA Specifications, June 2020 
 


Areawide Market Analysis Statement of Work and Specifications 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 


Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) for Wetland Reserve 


Easement (WRE) 
 


5 
 


or land uses to provide for the sales needed to arrive at a supported, typical market value. 
The national appraiser should be consulted. 


10. If in the process of collecting and identifying comparable properties, sales of properties 
encumbered by conservation easements are found, provide the sales data on the 
encumbered properties in a separate section of the analysis.  This data will assist NRCS 
in establishing the geographic area rate caps.  


H Adjust Value for Property Differences 
1. When comparing similar properties to the typically enrolled ACEP-WRE property, there 


are always differences.  Adjust comparable properties for differences: 
a. Add or subtract value for differences in size. 
b. Add or subtract value for feature differences, such as soil quality, water supply, etc. 
c. Add or subtract value for location differences, including access. 


2. Look at financing differences that could have influenced sale price.  Seller financing can 
sometimes result in a higher price paid for a property than its true value. 


I Conduct a Current Analysis of the Competitive Market 
1. Sold Properties: 


a. Sold properties represent actual comparable sales.   
b. Sales data should be within the last 18 months. 


2. Active Listings: 
a. Active listings are properties currently for sale. 
b. These listings matter only to the extent that they indicate the competition for buyers. 
c. They are not indicative of market value.  Sellers can ask any price they want for their 


property; it does not mean the prices are realistic. The vendor may use these to 
support values higher or lower than the value the sold properties indicates. 


J Market Area 
1. The market area to be considered will be specified by NRCS and provided to the SCG 


real property appraiser.  
2. The market area must contain properties that represent the land use types that are 


typically enrolled in ACEP-WRE. 
3. Contact the client and/or the contracting officer if: 


a. The market analysis indicates the market areas provided are inconsistent with the data 
and suggest modifications to the market areas.  
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b. There is insufficient data available to conclude typical values for the market area or 
land uses and suggest modifications to the market area or land uses.  


Note: The national appraiser may be consulted for guidance in changes to land use 
or market areas. 


4. For each easement program, a minimum of 10 sales representing each land use in each 
market area are needed to effectively establish a typical market value: 
a. Puritan sales are preferred.   
b. Sales with majority land use with other land categories.  There may be sales data that 


the land use is the major portion of the property and value is extracted.  In these 
circumstances the methodology used to extract value will be discussed and 
percentages or allocations will be supported and illustrated how the allocation was 
determined by market area.  This is commonly known as a ratio analysis.  The use of 
ratio analysis must be authorized by the national appraiser.   


5. Values for a market area and land uses cannot be determined using data from other 
market areas. This indicates that changes are needed for the market area or land use. 
Contact the client or contracting officer to recommend changes or request assistance in 
arriving at acceptable changes to the market areas or land uses. Ratio analysis or 
extraction methodology is not sufficient for determining a typical market value.  


6. It may be appropriate to identify a market area by flood plain zone(s) and a long river in 
order to adequately consider market conditions, obtain sales data or to use ratio analysis 
if authorized.  If the vendor believes that it is appropriate to modify the market area the 
vendor should contact the client to discuss the recommended changes.  The national 
appraiser should be contacted and included in the discussion with the client: 
a. The scope of work and market area analysis will document the recommendation and 


changes authorized by the client. 
b. The written authorization will be documented in the addendum of the report. 


7. Sales data market may need to be expanded across state or municipality boundary, 
geological barrier or water ways to find sufficient sales data.  In this case, refer to 
subparagraph J 8, Expansion of Sales Data Market Area for further guidance. 


K Other Considerations 
1. Land Use, Land Quality, Soils, and Topography: 


a. The land uses and soil types to be considered must be comparable to land typically 
enrolled in NRCS easement programs for ACEP-WRE 


b. These are predominately level, low-lying areas of cropland but may also include areas 
of pastureland, wet meadows, and woodland. 
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c. A map of potentially eligible ACEP-WRE areas (based upon soil drainage class, 
flooding, or both) if provided. 


2. Improvements: 
a. Do not include the value of improvements, such as homes, sheds, fences, barns, etc. 


3. Levee Protection: 
a. Where significant, separate values must be developed for land behind protection 


levees (river side) and protected by levee.  Puritan sales should be used if possible.   
b. Easements associated with a levee should be considered.   
c. Insufficient sales are available, or it may be appropriate to expand sales data market 


area refer to subparagraph J 8, Expansion of Sales Data Market Area for further 
guidance.  


4. Existing Easements: 
a. Do not use sales data from lands under existing easements as comparable sales.   
b. The exception would be subparagraph J 3, Levee Protection, if an existing easement 


is typical for the market area that the market recognizes the sales may be used as a 
comparable sale but identified in the sales data that the easement exists.  Provide 
adequate explanation and support conclusion that the easement is recognized by the 
market as typical.  Typical easement must be described in the market area analysis 
section with a subsection heading regarding market conditions.   


c. If any are identified, the data should be provided in a separate part of the report. 
5. Access: 


a. Sales data with public access will be used. 
b. If the market area recognizes non-public access as typical for the market the sale may 


be used but identified in the sales data that access is not public and fully explained.  
Explanation should provide at a minimum; type of access, ownership of access, 
distance that the market recognizes as typical and other supportive information.  
Provide adequate explanation to support the conclusion that the non-public access is 
recognized by the market area.  Access must be described in the market area analysis 
section with a subsection heading regarding market conditions. 


6. Development Pressure 
7. Highest and Best Use 
8. Expansion of Sales Data Market Area: 


a. Sales data market refers to the real estate market that the sales data would be 
available in a typical market condition.   


b. The sales data market may need to be expanded across state or municipality 
boundary, geographical barrier or water way to find sufficient sales data.  In this case, 
the national appraiser should be contacted to obtain written approval.  Typical 
scenario that might require the expansion of the sales market area is that the real 
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estate market area may expand across state boundary or other municipality boundary, 
geological barrier or water way.  


c. The vendor will notify the client to request the sales data market area change and 
provide explanation of the change in the sales data market area and justification.  The 
request will address the following: 
i. Illustrate or describe the proposed sales data market area in relation to the NRCS 


market area. 
ii. Provide an explanation why the change in the NRCS market area would not be 


appropriate or practical. 
iii. Discuss the sales data that would be available by land use that would assist in 


supporting the land use AWMA value. 
d. If authorized, the reason and justification will be discussed in the scope of work in 


addition to: 
i. The discussion of the sales data research to find sales near the levee.   
ii. The reasoning to expand the sales data market area to obtain sales beyond state 


boundary. 
iii. A map of the expanded sales data market area boundaries with a label that the real 


estate market area was for sales data research.  The map will be included in the 
addendum of the report.   


iv. The appropriate market area analysis will discuss the sales and/or ratio analysis 
were applied in the analysis.  


v. Authorization will be provided in the addendum of the report. 


L Presentation of Areawide Market Analysis Report 
The AWMA report will be delivered to NRCS in a draft and final format.  The draft report 
will allow NRCS the opportunity to review the findings and conclusions prior to the delivery 
of the final report.  The vendor will provide an opportunity for a meeting to review and 
discuss the draft report.  NRCS will notify the vendor of the acceptance of the draft report: 


a. The vendor will provide the final report within 10 business days upon notification of 
the acceptance of the draft report.   


b. The NRCS may require revisions to the draft report with the notification of 
acceptance. 
 


The report will: 
1. Be presented in a neat, easy-to-read format, free of grammatical and clerical mistakes. 
2. Contain a separate section for each of the easement programs identified in the AWMA 


Assignment form provided with the contact assignment. 
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3. Become the property of the United States and may be used for any legal and proper 
purpose.  Therefore, a condition that limits the distribution of the report is not permitted.  


4. Comply with USPAP.   


The AWMA report is considered an appraisal practice.  Vendor should review Advisory 
Opinion (AO) 21.  At a minimum the assignment should be prepared in compliance with 
Standard Rule 1 and 2, Real Property Appraisal, Development and Reporting to support 
all opinions and conclusions.  The report will be prepared in accordance with Standard 
Rule 2-2 (a) as appropriate. 


5. Be presented with enough narrative so that the supporting documentation for the analysis 
can be reviewed and critiqued. 


6. Include: 
a. Table of Content listing all major sections of the report 
b. Report date. 
c. Fiscal year that the report will apply. 
d. Report Type: (New). 
e. Effective date of the report. 


This should be the most recent sales date or the date that analysis was competed.  
Report date can be different from effective date.  Effective date of the report will not 
change if report is updated or amended unless new sales data is provided.  In this 
circumstance it will be noted that the effective date was changed and describe the 
reason for the change. 


7. Provide a summary of salient of fact for each easement program that follows the table of 
content that provides: 
a. Heading:  Summary of Salient of Fact for NRCS Easement Program  
b. Date of Analysis 
c. Date range of data analyzed including the maximum months 
d. In a table format for each market area and by land use: 


i. Table will be sorted by alphabetical order by market area, counties 
(county(ies), borough or parish will be listed in alphabetical order within the 
column) and then land use. 


ii. Date range of the sales data for the market area 
iii. Number of Sales within 18 months and if applicable number of sales between 


18 – 24 months and sales > 24 months 
iv. Number of Listings within 18 months and if applicable number of sales 


between 18 – 24 months and sales > 24 months 
v. County(ies), borough or parish within the market area 
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vi. Sales acre range (minimum and maximum) 
vii. Range of sale price per acre 
viii. Average price per acre 
ix. Median price per acre 
x. Concluded price per acre 
xi. Brief explanation of typical market and list typical characteristics that were 


considered or may reference “market conditions exist see the market area 
analysis market conditions section”.  In this case reference the page. 


xii. Exception authorized (an exception will be any exception to the specifications 
that were authorized by NRCS or contracting officer). 


8. Provide a scope of work that will adequately describe the information that was provided 
by NRCS for the assignment, any changes to the market areas and/or land uses, the 
easement program that applies, description of land use that the market would recognize 
typical for the NRCS program, description of typical sales that meet the criteria for the 
program, market restrictions that were considered and any other information that would 
be required by USPAP standards. 


9. Provide map of state with market area boundaries adequately labeled and clearly 
identifying market boundaries and areas not included in the analysis. 
a. Identifying counties, borough or parish boundaries with label. 


10. Provide a description of the social, physical, and economic characteristics of the specified 
market areas. 


11. Provide a thorough description of each land use category that a representative value is 
provided.  


12. Describe the land uses included in the land use category.   For example, if land use 
category is “non-crop pasture and pasture like,” describe the typical market area land use 
categories the vendor used or associated with this land use category: 


13. Each market area, including statewide, if applicable, will be described as a section in the 
report, reflected in the TOC and adequately providing: 
a. A map outlining the market area boundary that includes counties, borough or parish: 


i. If authorized, and the sales data market area was expanded outside the market 
area boundary the sales data market boundary will be illustrated on the map. 


b. Describe the typical market conditions, characteristics and influences including the 
consideration of wetland and flood plain area differences and possible influence in 
value consideration. 


c. Sales considered, number used, typical market acreage range and size and type: 
i. Land categories shall be described in the context of the NRCS land use name. 


d. Land use value(s) discussed and if ratio analysis or allocation was applied to sales 
with multiple land uses (sale must have the land use as the major portion of land) the 
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allocation methodology will be discussed, percentages supported and explain how the 
percentage or ratio was determined for the market area.  


e. AWMA land use value with a summary that at a minimum provides the high, low and 
average supported statically:  
i. Value conclusions should be at or near the statistical average unless supported by 


another statistical methodology that is approved by the national appraiser: 
1. Request and authorization to use analysis methodology will be documented in 


the addendum of the report. 
ii. Value must be supported by market evidence with at least 10 sales and cannot be 


determined by a ratio analysis or extraction methodology only. 
iii. The per acre conclusions for each market region and land use are used by NRCS 


to calculate the fair market value of various size easement projects. The vendor 
must determine the range of size in acres, that the values continue to provide a 
supported fair market value such that: 
1. Range of size in acres will be by market area unless the market supports a 


statewide acre range.  If this is the case, adequate explanation to support a 
statewide acre range will be provided in the analysis. 


2. The acre range will be supported by statistical sales data for the market area 
unless the market supports a different range and an adequate explanation and 
justification will be provided in the analysis. 


3. The vendor may recommend a separate value for projects outside the 
supported acre range if there is enough data to support the value.  


4. If enough data is not available to support values outside the acre range, the 
vendor must indicate that appraisals are needed for projects that are outside 
the acre range. 


f. Discussion of analysis of data and opinions and conclusions 
g. Sales data to support value conclusions.   


14. Provide an Addendum that includes: 
a. NRCS instructions 
b. NRCS applicable specifications and scope of work 
c. Request(s) and authorization documentation (authorizations must be discussed in the 


scope of work section of the report.) 
d. Copy of SCG license 
e. Resume: competency, experience and education 
f. Sales table:  Identified for each easement program: 


i. All sales data used to support conclusions of typical value must be provided in a 
table format in the addendum to the report.  A single header at the top of the table 







U.S. Department of Agriculture  NRCS Easement Programs 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)   AWMA Specifications, June 2020 
 


Areawide Market Analysis Statement of Work and Specifications 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 


Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) for Wetland Reserve 


Easement (WRE) 
 


12 
 


will be provided.  Table header format and organization will be consistent in all 
data sets:   
1. The minimum information for the sales data will include identifying name or 


number for the sale, market area, (county, borough or parish) in the market 
area, sale date, total acres, sale price, sale price per acre, allocated land value, 
land use, land use acres, land use value per acre, location and unique 
characteristic.   


2. Location:   
a. Location will be provided for all sales data except for: 


i. If the sale information is considered confidential and the location 
cannot be provided than the information provided will be 
“Confidential.” 


ii. There must be at least 8 sales with location for each market area and 
land use.  Use of confidentially should be rare not the rule. 


b. Longitude and latitude are the preferred location description and will be 
described by degree, minutes, seconds and direction.   


Example:  Latitude: 40°42'51"N and Longitude 74°0’31”W.  Decimal 
decree would be Latitude 40.714 and Longitude -74.006.   
 
The data provided in the sales table will be expressed as decimal decree 
and a separate column for latitude and longitude.  Most mapping software 
provides latitude and longitude. 


c. If longitude and latitude is not available, the physical address of the 
property may be provided in the latitude column. 


3. Unique characteristic is any unique characteristic that is associated with the 
sale i.e. access, easement, etc.  The characteristic should be described by one 
to two words (i.e. non-public access, easement, etc.) and constituently used in 
the data set  


4. Additional information may also be provided. The identifying name or 
number may be generated by the vendor if there is concern of confidentiality 
agreements with the suppliers of the sales data. 


g. Any documentation to support any modification to the AWMA assignment. 
15. The spreadsheet file is used by the national appraiser to analyze the sales data.  The 


spreadsheet file will be included with the deliverable that can be imported to Microsoft 
Excel application that provides the sales data in a table format for each market area.  The 
data set(s) will provide at a minimum the same information as described in subparagraph 
L. 14. f., Sales table . 
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M Market Trend Analysis Report 
The AWMA assignment includes the vendor to provide a market trend analysis report.  The 
vendor will provide three (3) market trend analysis reports that are associated with the 
original AWMA report that is accepted by NRCS. 


The market trend analysis will research the market area to determine if there has been a 
change in value to comparable sales that are like or used in the original AWMA report.  The 
sale market period will be from the effective date of the AWMA report to most recent sales 
available when the market trend analysis is provided to the NRCS. 


The vendor will perform market trend analysis and provide an acceptable report to the NRCS 
within: 


1. Six (6) months from the effective date of the original report. 
2. Twelve (12) months from the effective date of the original report. 
3.   Eighteen (18) months from the effective date of the original report 


The market trend analysis report will provide: 


1. Explanation and statement as to the current market trend as stable, increasing or 
decreasing by market area, market area and land use or statewide. 


2. An effective date of the analysis will be based on the most current sale date 
3. Consider each market area and if appropriate, land use as described by the original 


AWMA report. 
4. Explanation of the market activity and scope of work considered to analyze the market. 
5. If the market trend is decreasing, an extracted time adjustment factor (TAF) should be 


calculated and the TAF should be for either: 
a. Market area and land use, 
b. Market area, or  
c. Statewide. 


The preferred reporting of the market trend analysis is by market area and land use. 


The vendor will provide a TAF if an appropriate valuation methodology would consider a 
time adjustment. 


TAF will be described as a percentage adjustment with applicable period; monthly or 
annually.  The TAF will be used to adjust the AWMA values for land use as provided in 
the original AWMA report. 


6. The market trend analysis report will:  
a. Be a letter format with signature, summary and subsection to support conclusion. 
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b. Title, “Supplement AWMA Report for AWMA Report for Fiscal Year ###, Market 
Trend Analysis.” 


c. Describe the original AWMA report applicable fiscal year, effective date of analysis 
and report date. 


d. The summary and the analysis will provide the following information: 
i. A summary that will include market analysis trend conclusion (stable, increasing 


or decreasing) and TAF by market area, market area and land use or statewide.  If 
TAF is not appropriate must state, the reason why a TAF could not be determined. 


ii. Description of the scope of work, the market analyzed, methodology of analysis, 
market trends and any other important market factors. 


iii. Sales that were analyzed providing the number of sales, sales period, described 
market area and if appropriate land use, discussion of the exposure time for the 
market and the extraction of the time adjustment. 


iv. TAF must be supported by sales data and describe how the TAF was determined 
and sales used to extract the TAF. 


The trend analysis report may be provided to NRCS as a draft and final report.  It is 
recommended that a draft is provided to NRCS if the vendor has not previously 
provided a trend analysis report to the specific State.  This would provide an 
opportunity for NRCS to provide input regarding the report prior to the final report.  
The vendor will clarify the need for a draft market trend analysis report with the 
client during the meeting with NRCS upon award or after award of the contract. 


N Report Review 
1. All AWMA reports are subject to a USPAP review ordered by NRCS and conducted for 


compliance with AWMA assignment instructions, USPAP, specifications and scope of 
work prior to acceptance by NRCS. 


2. NRCS may order a USPAP review. 
3. The review appraiser is not assigned to the AWMA report until it is received. The NRCS 


national appraiser is available to answer questions or advise the appraiser. 
4. The review appraiser may contact the vendor for clarification and minor corrections. 
5. The AWMA report will be returned to NRCS if significant changes are necessary 


requiring a new report. The review appraiser will provide a review report approving the 
report or not approving the report and identifying the corrections or additions needed. 


6. The review appraiser will be available to the vendor to assist in obtaining an acceptable 
AWMA report. 
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O Deliverables 
1. The draft and final AWMA report and trend analysis report and supporting 


documentation are the deliverables for this assignment. 
2. The final AWMA report will include: 


a. An electronic spreadsheet of all the sales data found in the addendum of the report, 
which will be used by the national appraiser in analyzing the AWMA. This file must 
meet the requirements described in subparagraph L. 14. f., Sales table and be 
unlocked to allow for various electronic analyses. 


3. The draft and final trend analysis report for: 
a. Sixth month report 
b. Twelfth month report 
c.  Eighteen month report 


4. Additional supporting documentation determined necessary by the national appraiser or 
program manager. 


All deliverables will provide a hardcopy and a digital copy.  Digital copy will be in a portable 
document format, PDF, and may be locked but must allow comments; highlight and insertion 
of comments. 


P Acceptance of Report 
1. NRCS may accept the AWMA or Market Trend Analysis report and provide payment to 


the vendor. 
2. The national appraiser may request changes to any report after acceptance by NRCS if 


the conclusions and opinions are not adequately supported, NRCS specifications are not 
adequately met to provide a value for each of the land uses and within the described 
market area.  The national appraiser determines final acceptance. 


Q Conflict of Interest 
An independent, qualified professional will not analyze a property for a spouse, child, 
partner, or business associate or have a financial interest in the property to be covered by the 
proposed easement. 


R Nondisclosure 
1. Work performance required by this statement of work will involve access to potentially 


sensitive information about governmental and landowner issues. 
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2. All contractor personnel must comply with the terms of AGAR 452.224-70, 
“Confidentiality of Information,” as well as provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 
U.S.C. Sec. 552a). 


3. Additionally, the contractor’s employees must comply with privacy of personal 
information relating to NRCS programs in accordance with section 1244 of the Food 
Security Act of 1985, as amended (16 U.S.C. Sec. 3844), and information protected 
under section 1619 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-
246), 7 U.S.C. Section 8791. 


S Civil Rights and Program Delivery 
The contractor must ensure that its personnel prohibit discrimination in all aspects of 
programs and activities related to the contract on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. 


T Exhibits 
1. ACEP-WRE land use definition exhibit 
2. ACEP-WRE market area definitions and map 
3. ACEP-WRE map of potentially eligible ACEP-WRE areas, if applicable.  
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U PRICE QUOTES 


 


 Deliverable Unit Price 
1. Final Areawide Market Analysis 


Report 
Job $ 


2. Final Trend Analysis Report 
 (6 Months post AWMA report) 


Job $ 


3. Final Trend Analysis Report 
 (12 Months post AWMA report) 


Job $ 


4. Final Trend Analysis Report 
(18 Months post AWMA Report) 


Job $ 


 





		A Background Information

		B Qualifications of Vendor

		C Purpose of the Area Wide Market Analysis

		D Information Provided by NRCS to the Vendor

		E Meeting with Client

		F Quality of Work

		G Selection of Comparable Properties

		H Adjust Value for Property Differences

		I Conduct a Current Analysis of the Competitive Market

		J Market Area

		K Other Considerations

		L Presentation of Areawide Market Analysis Report

		M Market Trend Analysis Report

		N Report Review

		O Deliverables

		P Acceptance of Report

		Q Conflict of Interest

		R Nondisclosure

		S Civil Rights and Program Delivery

		T Exhibits
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AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE 
OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT 


THIS AGREEMENT is made by and between 


  acres, more or less,


(“Landowner”), and the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, by and through the Secretary of 
Agriculture (“United States”), on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation (“CCC”). 
Landowner and the United States are collectively referred to as “the Parties.” The Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS”) is the administering agency on behalf of the 
United States. 


For and in consideration of 


Dollars ($                                                                 ), subject to 
commensurate reduction under 7 CFR Part 1400 based upon adjusted gross income (AGI) 
limitations as described in Part IIIB below, and payable by the United States to the Landowner, 
Landowner agrees to sell to the United States a conservation easement on lands and interests 
(“Property”) in accordance with the following terms and conditions: 


I. Purpose.


Landowner agrees that by signing this Agreement, the Landowner is enrolling the Property in 
the Agriculture Conservation Easement Program-Wetland Reserve Easement (ACEP-WRE), 
Subtitle H of Title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, and agrees to the 
restoration and maintenance of the Property for the duration of the ACEP-WRE easement in 
accordance with the Warranty Easement Deed, appended hereto as Exhibit 1. NRCS will assist 
landowners in restoring and protecting the wetland functions and values of their properties 
through a Wetland Reserve Plan of Operations (WRPO) developed by NRCS. 


II. Property Description.


The Property is comprised of  
and is more fully depicted or described in Exhibit 2, appended hereto. 


TOGETHER, with an associated right-of-way, water uses, water rights, minerals, oil, gas, 
and geothermal resources, and depicted on Exhibit 3, appended hereto. 


III. Purchase Price and Payment.


A. The purchase price is based on a per-acre easement compensation value of the
Property multiplied by the number of acres. The Parties agree to adjust the purchase price to 
conform to the final acreage as determined by a survey procured by NRCS, or unless 


Agreement Number: 
(NRCS Use) 
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otherwise mutually agreed to by the Parties.  Any adjustment of purchase price or acreage 
will be incorporated in the Warranty Easement Deed, and by its execution, at closing, shall 
constitute the Parties’ agreement to the adjustment. 


B. Before the payment is issued, NRCS must determine that all Landowners meet the
AGI limitations set forth in 7 CFR Part 1400.  Landowners that are legal entities or general 
partnerships that meet the AGI limitations may have individual members of that legal entity or 
general partnership that do not meet the AGI limitations.  While the deed document will reflect 
the purchase price as calculated and adjusted under paragraph A above, the amount actually 
paid at closing will be reduced by an amount commensurate with the percent ownership of any 
AGI-ineligible member of an otherwise AGI-eligible legal entity or general partnership.   


C. NRCS will make a single payment unless Landowner identifies in this paragraph the
number of annual installment payments requested.  Landowner requests                      annual 
installment payments (not more than 10) and acknowledges that after the first installment 
payment, subsequent installment payments will be made after October 1 of each calendar year 
following the first installment payment.  Landowners electing installment payments where the 
total easement purchase price is more than $500,000 may elect a minimum of 5 and a maximum 
of 10 installment payments.  Payment will be made by the United States using electronic fund 
transfers (EFTs). 


IV. Terms of Easement.


Landowner agrees to convey the conservation easement using the Warranty Easement Deed 
provided by NRCS.  The period of the ACEP-WRE conservation easement is (Landowner 
check and initial selected option below)— 


In perpetuity. 


For a term of 30 years. 


V. Restoration Rights of the United States.


A. By signing this Agreement, the Landowner agrees that NRCS will have the right to
implement the WRPO on the Property upon execution of the Warranty Easement Deed.  The 
Landowner authorizes NRCS to provide financial assistance either directly to the Landowner or 
through another entity that assists with implementation of the WRPO, as determined by NRCS.  
These agreements and authorizations shall not merge with but shall survive the execution and 
recordation of the Warranty Easement Deed to be executed pursuant to this Agreement. 


B. Landowner acknowledges that projected restoration practices, locations, extents,
quantities, and associated costs developed by NRCS are subject to change and that NRCS has 
final discretion on the implementation of the WRPO.  The Landowner must identify its 
preferred method for NRCS to provide financial assistance for restoration on the Property and 
initial below (Landowner check and initial selected option below): 
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Method: Federal Contract 


Landowner Conservation Program Contact 
or Partner Agreement 


C. For 30-year easements, NRCS will not provide funding for more than 75 percent of
the total restoration cost.  The Landowner agrees that NRCS will withhold an amount equivalent 
to 25 percent of the projected restoration costs from the easement payment in order to carry out 
the restoration on the Property in accordance with the WRPO.  If there is an increase in the final 
restoration costs from the projected restoration costs, the Landowner is responsible to provide 
additional funds up to 25 percent of the final restoration cost.  If there is a decrease in the final 
restoration costs, the Landowner will receive the difference between the 25 percent of the final 
restoration costs and the amount withheld based on the projected restoration costs. 


VI. Risk of Loss and Liabilities.


A. The risk of loss or damage to the Property occurring prior to the vesting of
satisfactory title in the United States shall be borne by the Landowner.  In the event of such loss 
or damage, NRCS may, at its discretion and without liability, withdraw from the transaction and 
terminate the Agreement. 


B. In the event of loss or damage to the Property, the Parties may mutually agree to
adjust the purchase price and proceed with the transaction based upon an acceptable ACEP-WRE 
valuation methodology. 


VII. Title.


A. The United States shall, at its cost, secure evidence of title satisfactory to the Attorney
General of the United States, 40 U.S.C. Section 3111. 


B. Prior to closing, the title to the Property must be approved by the Department of
Agriculture’s Office of the General Counsel in conformity with the title standards and 
regulations of the Attorney General of the United States. 


C. Prior to closing, any encumbrance, exception, or other cloud on title including
encroachments must be eliminated and quieted by the Landowner, unless deemed 
administratively acceptable by NRCS pursuant to instructions given by the Office of the General 
Counsel. 


D. Landowner represents and warrants that Landowner has full right, power, and
authority to convey; that there is no condemnation or similar proceedings affecting any part of 
the Property and no proceedings will be pending on the Closing Date; and that Landowner is not 
subject to any commitment, obligation, or agreement, including but not limited to, any rights of 
first refusal or option to purchase, granted to a third party, which would or could prevent 
Landowner from completing the sale of the Property as contemplated by this Contract. 
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E. Landowner represents and warrants that Landowner has defined, unencumbered,
unconditional, and transferable legal right of access from an identified Federal, State, or local 
public right-of-way to the entire easement area for the term of the enrollment. 


F. Landowner agrees to pay at closing any taxes that are due or delinquent owing against
the Property. 


VIII. Closing.


A. NRCS has until February 15, 2025, to close on the conservation easement.  Prior to
the expiration of the Agreement, the Parties may mutually agree to extend this Agreement only 
once until February 15, 2026. 


B. NRCS will select a closing company or closing agent and pay all normal costs of 
closing. 


IX. Conveyance Instruments.


A. Landowner shall execute and deliver at closing a Warranty Easement Deed conveying
a conservation easement on the Property to the United States of America. 


B. Landowner shall deliver, without cost to the United States, any other documents that
may be required to convey good and merchantable title, including trust instruments, powers of 
attorney, corporate resolutions, and similar instruments. 


C. The deed or deeds of conveyance shall be prepared by NRCS in consultation with the
Office of the General Counsel. 


X. General Provisions.


A. Landowner agrees that officers and authorized agents of the United States have at all
reasonable times, the right to enter upon the Property for any purpose related to purchasing the 
conservation easement, including inspection of the Property and the resources upon them, 
restoration planning, survey, and other due diligence work related to real property acquisition. 


B. Landowner agrees not to do or authorize others to do any act by which the value or
title to the Property may be diminished or encumbered, or the Property devalued, including the 
extraction of resources or materials (for example, oil, gas, minerals, timber), the manipulation of 
topography, or the release of hazardous materials or substances. 


C. Except for reasons beyond the control of the Landowner, as determined by NRCS, if
the Landowner fails to convey the easement, the Landowner will be in default and shall pay the 
United States the amount of costs incurred by the United States for survey and all other actions 
taken in furtherance of this Agreement.  In the event the Property is sold or transferred in whole 
or in part, including entering into a contract to sell the Property, prior to vesting of satisfactory 
title in the United States, the Agreement will be terminated and the Landowner will be subject 
to repayment penalties described above.  NRCS may waive all or a portion of the repayment 
penalties if the new landowner is determined by NRCS to meet the eligibility requirements and 
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agrees to accept the terms of this Agreement and associated transfer agreements.  The 
Landowner must notify NRCS immediately of any sale or transfer of the Property, including 
any contract to sell the Property. 


D. NRCS may, at its discretion and without liability, terminate this Agreement at any
time due to the lack of availability of funds, inability to clear title, lack of sufficient legal access, 
sale of the land, risk of hazardous substance contamination, or other reasons. 


E. The Parties agree that this Agreement shall not be assigned in whole or in part,
except that Landowner may assign this Agreement to Purchase Conservation Easement to a 
qualified intermediary if he or she elects to conduct a like-kind exchange in accordance with 
Internal Revenue Code Section 1031.  The Landowner agrees to provide NRCS the notice of 
assignment no less than 90 days prior to the anticipated closing date.  As part of the like-kind 
exchange, the subject property will be conveyed to the United States and the United States will 
make payment in accordance with the purchase agreement, assignment, and closing instructions.  
The United States makes no assurances that this transaction will qualify as a like-kind exchange 
in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 1031.  Further, the Parties agree that no 
Member or Delegate to Congress or Resident Commissioner may be a party to any share or part 
of this Agreement.  In addition, in the event the Landowner dies, this Agreement will be binding 
upon and inure to the benefit of the Landowner’s heirs, successors, and assigns; provided, 
however, that NRCS may terminate this Agreement, without liability, if such heir, successor, or 
assign is unwilling or unable to: (1) reaffirm the obligations under this Agreement in writing, or 
(2) provide verification of their eligibility to enroll in ACEP-WRE, within 60 days notice of this
Agreement.


F. All covenants, warranties, and representations made by Landowner shall survive
this Agreement. 


G. Irrespective of any violations by the Landowner of the terms of the conservation
easement, the conservation easement survives and runs with the land for its duration. 


H. If NRCS requires a closing or escrow agent to perfect this transaction, the Landowner
hereby agrees that the payment may be disbursed into an escrow account administered by the 
closing company, escrow agent, or authorized person selected by NRCS for completion of the 
transaction between NRCS and the Landowner. 


I. Landowner understands the program requirement that any existing cropland base on
the enrolled acres must be permanently retired at the time of easement closing.  The landowner 
understands that it is their responsibility to contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to obtain and 
execute any documents necessary to transfer or retire base acres from the enrolled land prior to 
the closing of the easement.  Upon closing and recording the easement, NRCS will provide 
written notification of easement recording to FSA, at which time any base acres remaining on the 
easement acres will be permanently retired. 


J. Landowner understands that they are responsible to contact FSA to determine impacts
to commodity payments that may result from easement closing and recording. 


K. Landowner acknowledges that NRCS may provide a copy of this Agreement to the
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FSA at the time it is executed for the purpose of allowing FSA to track ACPE-WRE 
enrollments to ensure the county cropland enrollment limits are not exceeded.  Execution of 
this Agreement alone does not authorize the permanent retirement of base acres or commodity 
payment refund collection. 


Landowner has hereunto signed on this Day of , 20 . 


Landowner(s):  


The Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, acting through his or her authorized 
representative, has executed this Contract on behalf of the United States of America on this 


 Day of , 20 . 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


BY:   
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Optional Extension of the Agreement for the Purchase of Conservation Easement 


XI. Extension of Agreement


Prior to the original expiration date of this Agreement, the Parties mutually agree to extend this 
Agreement to the February 15 extension date identified in Paragraph VIII(A). The Parties 
acknowledge that no further extensions of this Agreement are authorized. 


Landowner has hereunto signed on this Day of , 20 . 


Landowner(s):  


The Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, acting and through his or her authorized 
representative has executed this Contract on behalf of the United States of America on this 


 Day of  , 20  . 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


BY:    
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 1 (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 705-3272 
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 


The above statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Sec. 
522a). Furnishing this information is voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete 
information will result in the withholding or withdrawal of such technical or financial assistance. 
The information may be furnished to other USDA agencies, the Internal Revenue Service, the 
Department of Justice, or other State or Federal law enforcement agencies, or in response to 
orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative Tribunal. 
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FOR FSA USE ONLY
9B.  Signature Date


 
  


NOTE: The primary authority for requesting and safeguarding the information described on this form is the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub L. 110-246 and any 
amendments to such act as may follow).  The information requested is necessary for the authorized attorney-in-fact to act in a representative capacity for the undersigned 
grantor.  Furnishing the requested information is voluntary.  Failure to furnish the requested information will result in a determination of ineligibility for certain program 
benefits and other financial assistance administered by USDA.  The information collected as a result of this form may be released to USDA employees, USDA contractors, 
or authorized USDA cooperators who are bound to safeguard the information under Section 1619 of the Food, Conservation and Energy Act, the Privacy Act of 1974, the 
E-Government Act of 2002, and related authorities.  The information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act, as it is required for the administration of the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (see Pub. L.  110-246, Title I, Subtitle F- Administration and Title II, Subtitle J - Administration).  The provisions of criminal, 
civil, and privacy statutes may be applicable to the information provided.  RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO THE APPLICABLE USDA SERVICE CENTER.


  
         


    
         


   


This form is available electronically. 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FSA-211 


Farm Service Agency - Natural Resources Conservation Service -(12-17-08) 
Commodity Credit Corporation - Federal Crop Insurance Corporation - Risk Management Agency 


POWER OF ATTORNEY 
THE UNDERSIGNED does hereby appoint the following grantee:  
(1) of the following address:  (2) 


in the county of: (3) in the State of: 
(4) the attorney-in-fact for (5) 
(insert grantor's name) in connection with the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service Agency, or Commodity Credit Corporation 
programs checked below. NOTE: This power of attorney form is not valid for FSA Farm Loan Program purposes. 


A. FSA, NRCS and CCC PROGRAMS 
(Check applicable programs) 


1.  All current programs. 10.  Noninsured Crop Disaster 
   Assistance Program. 2.  All current and all future programs.


11. Marketing Assistance Loans and 
3.  Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program.    Loan Deficiency Payments. 
4.  Average Crop Revenue Election   12.  Milk Income Loss Contract   Program.  Program. 5. Supplemental Revenue Assistance 


13. Farm Storage Facility LoanPayments Program (SURE). 
 Program. 


6.  Tree Assistance Program (TAP). 14.  FSA Conservation Programs. 
7. Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). 


15.  NRCS Conservation Programs. 
8.  Livestock Forage Disaster 16. Tobacco Programs.   Program (LFP).
 9. Emergency Assistance for 17.  Other (Specify):
 


Livestock, Honey Bees, and
 
Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP).
 


B.  TRANSACTIONS for FSA, NRCS and CCC PROGRAMS 
(Check applicable actions)


1. All actions. 


2. 	Signing applications, agreements, and 

contracts.



3.  Making reports. 


4. 	Conducting all marketing assistance
 
loan and LDP transactions.
 


5. AGI Certification


6.  Routing Bank ing Accounts 


7.  Other (Specify): 


This form may also be used to grant authority to an attorney-in-fact to act on the grantor's behalf with respect to FCIC crop insurance policies. 
Checking any of the FCIC transactions does not have any impact as to the FSA, NRCS or CCC transactions checked above: 


C.  INSURED CROPS/STATE/COUNTY 
(Enter "All" or specify each crop, state, county and year(s) 


1. 


2. 


3.


4.


D. CROP INSURANCE TRANSACTIONS 
(Check applicable actions) 


1. All actions.  and cancell 5.  Making transfers ations. 


2.  Making application for insurance. 6.  Making contract changes. 


3.  Reporting crop acreage and production 7. Other (Specify): 


 reports. 
4.  Reporting a notice of damage or loss 


  and making claim for indemnity. 
This Power of Attorney is valid in all counties in the United States unless otherwise noted.  This power of attorney shall remain in full force and effect until (1) written notice 
of its revocation has been duly served upon FSA, NRCS or CCC as appropriate; (2)  death of the undersigned grantor; or (3) incompetence or incapacitation of the undersigned 
grantor.  The undersigned grantor shall provide separate written notice of revocation to the applicable crop insurance agent. This power of attorney shall not be effective 
until properly executed and served to a USDA Service Center. 


6A. Signature of Grantor (Individual) 6B. Signature Date (MM-DD-YYYY) 6C.  For Grantor's Signature
  Continuation, check here
  if FSA-211A is attached. 


7A.  Signature of Grantor (Partnership, Corporation, 7B. Title/Relationship of Individual Signing 7C. Signature Date (MM-DD-YYYY)
  Trust, etc.) (By)   in the Representative Capacity 


8. Notary Public (this form shall be acknowledged by a Notary Public unless witnessed by a FSA employee or a corporate seal of grantor is affixed). 


Signature (a) the State of (b) the County of  (c)  . 


9A. Witness Signature (FSA Employee Only) 9C. Official Position 


USDA Service Center, (b) 10. This power of attorney was served to (a) State 
of and became effective this (c) day of (d) , (e)  . 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 







FSA-211A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Attachment Pages(12-17-08) Farm Service Agency - Natural Resources Conservation Service - 


Federal Crop Insurance Corporation - Commodity Credit Corporation - Risk Management Agency
POWER OF ATTORNEY SIGNATURE CONTINUATION SHEET of


Attach to Form FSA-211


NOTE: The primary authority for requesting and safeguarding the information described on this form is the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub L. 110-246 and 
any amendments to such act as may follow).  The information requested is necessary for the authorized attorney in-fact to act in a representative capacity for the 
undersigned grantor.  Furnishing the requested information is voluntary.  Failure to furnish the requested information will result in a determination of ineligibility for 
certain program benefits and other financial assistance administered by USDA.  The information collected as a result of this form may be released to USDA employees, 
USDA contractors, or authorized USDA cooperators who are bound to safeguard the information under Section 1619 of the Food, Conservation and Energy Act, the 
Privacy Act of 1974, the E-Government Act of 2002, and related authorities.  The information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act, as it is required 
for the administration of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (see Pub. L.  110-246, Title I, Subtitle F- Administration and Title II, Subtitle J  Administration).  
The provisions of criminal, civil, and privacy statutes may be applicable to the information provided.  RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO THE APPLICABLE 
USDA SERVICE CENTER.


1.  Name of Attorney-In Fact (Item (1) from FSA-211) 2.  Name of Grantor (Item (5) from FSA-211)


AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES
3B.  Title/Relationship of Individual Signing in the
        Representative Capacity 


 


 


4B.  Title/Relationship of Individual Signing in the
        Representative Capacity 


 


 


  


 5B.  Title/Relationship of Individual Signing in the
        Representative Capacity 


   


  


6B.  Title/Relationship of Individual Signing in the
        Representative Capacity 


 


  
7B.  Title/Relationship of Individual Signing in the
        Representative Capacity 


 


  


  
         


    
       


   


This form is available electronically. 


-


-


-


3A.  Signature of Grantor (By) 3C. Signature Date 


3D. Witness Signature (FSA Employee Only) 3E.  Signature Date 3F.  Official Position 


3G.  Notary Public (this form shall be acknowledged by a Notary Public unless witnessed by a FSA employee or a corporate seal of grantor is affixed). 


Signature: _______________________________ the State of the County of 


4A Signature of Grantor (By) 4C. Signature Date 


4D. Witness Signature (FSA Employee Only) 4E. Signature Date 4F.  Official Position 


4G.  Notary Public (this form shall be acknowledged by a Notary Public unless witnessed by a FSA employee or a corporate seal of grantor is affixed). 


Signature: _______________________________ the State of the County of 


5A. Signature of Grantor (By) 5C.  Signature Date 


5D. Witness Signature (FSA Employee Only) 5E. Signature Date 5F. Official Position 


5G.  Notary Public (this form shall be acknowledged by a Notary Public unless witnessed by a FSA employee or a corporate seal of grantor is affixed). 


Signature: _______________________________ the State of the County of 


6A Signature of Grantor (By) 6C.  Signature Date 


6D. Witness Signature (FSA Employee Only) 6E.  Signature Date 6F. Official Position 


6G.  Notary Public (this form shall be acknowledged by a Notary Public unless witnessed by a FSA employee or a corporate seal of grantor is affixed). 


Signature: _______________________________ the State of the County of 


7A  Signature of Grantor (By) 7C.  Signature Date 


7D. Witness Signature (FSA Employee Only) 7E. Signature Date 7F.  Official Position 


7G. Notary Public (this form shall be acknowledged by a Notary Public unless witnessed by a FSA employee or a corporate seal of grantor is affixed). 


Signature: _______________________________ the State of the County of 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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