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Frag ile soils are th ose th at are m ost v ulnerab le to deg radation.
In oth er w ords, th ey can be easily deg raded—th ey h ave a low
resistance to deg radation processes. Th ey tend to be h ig h ly
susceptib le to erosion and can h ave a low  capac ity to recover
after deg radation h as oc c urred (low  resilience). Frag ile soils are
generally c h aracterized by a low  content of organic m atter, low
ag g regate stab ility, and w eak soil structure. Th ey are generally
located on sloping g round, h ave sparse plant cover, and tend to
be in arid or sem iarid reg ions. Th e index can be used for
conserv ation and w atersh ed planning  to assist in identifying
soils and areas h ig h ly v ulnerab le to deg radation.
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