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Fragile soils are those that are most vulnerable to degradation.
In other words, they can be easily degraded—they have a low
resistance to degradation processes. They tend to be highly
susceptible to erosion and can have a low capacity to recover |
after degradation has occurred (low resilience). Fragile soils are |
generally characterized by a low content of organic matter, low
aggregate stability, and weak soil structure. They are generally
located on sloping ground, have sparse plant cover, and tend to
¥l be in arid or semiarid regions. The index can be used for
conservation and watershed planning to assist in identifying
soils and areas highly vulnerable to degradation.
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Soil Survey Staff. Gridded Soil Survey Geographic (QSSURGO) Database for Idaho. United States Department of
Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service. Available online at http:/datagateway.nrcs.usda.gov/. 20190917
(FY2020 official release). As well as an interim download of NASIS tabular data on 20210317.




