Highlights of Tech Note 5 and 595
Integrated Pest Management
WIN-PST

IPM plans

	Conservation planners do not develop IPM plans.

	As long as the IPM plan or the application of individual IPM techniques appropriately mitigates site-specific pest suppression risks to natural resources and/or humans and the producer practices PAMS, the requirements of the NRSC IPM conservation practice are met.

	The NRCS pest management policy does not support NRCS conservation planners changing the way a pesticide is applied or substituting a different pesticide on their own.  NRCS fully supports the conservation benefits of each of these IPM risk prevention/mitigation techniques as long as they are recommended by the Cooperative Extension Service or an appropriately certified crop advisor.

	In some cases, mitigation requirements may be met without applying any IPM techniques, so the NRCS IPM conservation practice is technically not required, but is can still be used to document that all identified natural resource concerns are adequately addressed.

	NRCS does not pay for suppression in crop fields because it is considered production.

The following components shall be included in the pest management plan:
1. Aerial photos or conservation plan maps with location and boundary of the practice.
2. Soils map and soil interpretation/description of the managed site. Identify all sensitive resources, including ditches, and indicate setbacks, if applicable.
3. Interpretation of the environmental risk analysis.
4. Identification of appropriate mitigation techniques.  See Agronomy Technical Note 5 – Table 1 and 2 for pesticide risk mitigation.
5. A list of pest prevention and avoidance strategies that will be implemented, if applicable.
6. A scouting plan for each crop that includes scouting guidelines based on plant’s stage of growth.  Include scouting methods and pest thresholds that warrant treatment, if applicable.
http://ag.udel.edu/extension/IPM/info/ipmveg.html
7. Other monitoring plans, if applicable, such as weather monitoring to indicate when pesticide application for prevention is warranted.


WIN-PST

Conducting a WIN-PST Analysis
The analysis can be competed for a rotation, except if a specific conservation practice is utilized only one on crop and not the other crops in the rotation, such as Residue Management, No-till.  If this practice is needed to meet the minimum mitigation score, then the analysis would have to be done separately for each crop.
	Step 1 – Choose all major soils types for the field or planning area.  (Soils that cover 10% or more of the area.)  Use the drained version of the soil, determined by surface texture or depth to water table.
	Step 2 – Choose all the pesticides that the client will be using.
	Step 3 – Analyze the results, which includes identifying all natural resource concerns and all applicable pesticide loss pathways identified.
	Step 4 – Select the highest hazard soil/pesticide combination for the identified natural resource concerns to plan appropriate mitigation.
Step 5 – Select mitigation requirements, either IPM techniques or conservation practices (Table 1, IPM techniques and Table 2, conservation practices)

Mitigation Requirements
	Hazard rating
		Low or very low		No minimum mitigation
		Intermediate			20 points
		High				40 points
		Extra High			60 points

Drift – minimum mitigation score of 20
	Pesticide drift has been identified as a major pesticide loss pathway.  Pesticide drift should be considered if the pesticide leaves the application area and impacts:
	Nearby crops that are sensitive
	Organically grown crops
Wildlife, including pollinators and beneficial insects
	Humans
	Surface water

Pesticide-related VOC emissions
	These pesticides are influenced by the vapor pressure of the active ingredients and the way pesticide products are formulated.  Emulsifiable concentrates have the higher VOC emissions.  If VOC is a natural resource concern, one or more of the practices listed in Tech Note 5 must be applied.

Pollinators and other Beneficial Species
	If pesticide direct contract is a concern to pollinators and other beneficial species is a resource concern, two or more of the mitigation techniques listed in Tech Note 5 must be applied.

Note:  All pesticide recommendations must come from the Cooperative Extension Service or an appropriately certified crop consultant.  The producer is required to follow all label directions.
